June 9-10, 2018
CALLED OUT: A SWOT ANALYSIS OF THE CHURCH
“Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats”

How to Combat Opposition from the Outside
Acts 4:5-12
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1. Let your ____________ be your __________________.
•

•

•

_______________ and __________________ strengthen our
witness.
Acts 4:16 “What are we going to do with these men?”
they asked. “Everyone living in Jerusalem knows they
have performed a notable sign, and we cannot deny it.
____________________ and ____________________ weaken
the message.

2. Let God’s Spirit give its __________, ______________ message.
3. Let God _________ your ____________.
•

Don’t _______________ or ____________________.

•

Acts 4:29 Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your
servants to speak your word with great boldness.

4. _____________ ___________________.
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Lagniappe

by Dr. Waylon Bailey

It's been a great week!
Vacation Bible School has gone really well. We've a great group of
volunteers, and we've seen a number of children come to know Christ.
On Friday, I spoke with a grandmother who has had two of her
grandchildren that don't go to church accept Christ. What a blessing that
has been for the grandmother and what a blessing it will be for those
children for the rest of their lives and for all eternity.

It's been a great year!
Opening our new children and preschool building in September, 2017 and
beginning our new schedule got us off to a great start. That followed with
the Connection Center (who would have thought it would make such a
huge contribution to our church, particularly our "connections" with one
another?) and the Worship Center opening in March.
I think we didn't know how the size of our previous worship center (we
now call it Central Hall) limited our attendance. We have, of course, had
great attendance since opening in March, but we knew that would happen.
It's impossible to compare March and April 2018 with 2017 because of the
excitement of opening the building.
That opening excitement is now behind us and we can compare the four
weeks of May 2018 and the first week in June with the same five weeks in
the previous year. We've had the same events both years--Mother's Day,
High School graduation, Memorial Day, and VBS.
Here's what we have found.
In those five weeks in 2017 we averaged 1959 in total attendance. In those
five weeks in 2018, we have averaged 2354 in total attendance.
Will that attendance hold up? I don't know, but I know that prayer,
faithfulness, openness to new people, and obedience to God matter more
than a building.
Let us commit to please God in all our ways and ask Him to bless our
efforts (Proverbs 16:3, 7).
You can receive a daily devotional from Waylon six days a week by subscribing
at www.waylonbailey.com. It’s Waylon’s free ministry across the Internet.

