
DATE:  Saturday – Sunday, December 11-12, 2021                                      

SERIES: THANKFUL & BLESSED 

SERMON:  Blessed by Hope 
SCRIPTURE:  Matthew 2:1-12 NIV 
 
 

[1]  After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi[a] from the east 
came to Jerusalem 

[2] and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose 
and have come to worship him.” 

[3] When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 

[4] When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them 
where the Messiah was to be born. 

[5] “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: 

[6] “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out 
of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

[7] Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 

[8] He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find 
him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 

[9] After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it rose went 
ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 

[10] When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 

[11] On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and 
worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh. 

[12] And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by 
another route. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23171a


 

DATE:  Saturday – Sunday, December 11-12, 2021                                      

SERIES: THANKFUL & BLESSED 

SERMON:  Blessed by Hope 
SCRIPTURE:  Matthew 2:1-12 NIV 
 
 
 
 
1.  The Good Hand of God 

• Nehemiah 2:18  I also told them about the gracious hand of my God on me and what the king had 

said to me.  They replied, “Let us start rebuilding.” So they began this good work. 

• God leads 

• God protects. 

• God assures and encourages. 

 

2. The Word of God. 
 

• Don’t be afraid to be obedient. 

 
3.  The Promises of God. 

• Isaiah 9:6-7 For to us a child is born,  to us a son is given, and the government will be on his 
shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end.  He will reign on David’s 
throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that 
time on and forever.  The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this. 

• Luke 1:37 For no word from God will ever fail. 

• God always keeps His promises 

 
4.  The Character of God 

• God is true to His character 

• Hope does not disappoint  Romans 5:3-5 
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1.  The ____________ ____________ of God 

• Nehemiah 2:18  I also told them about the gracious hand of my God on me and what the king had 

said to me.  They replied, “Let us start rebuilding.” So they began this good work. 

• God _______________. 

• God _______________. 

• God _______________ and _______________. 

 

2. The ____________ of God. 
 

• Don’t be afraid to be __________________. 

 
3.  The ____________________ of God. 

• Isaiah 9:6-7 For to us a child is born,  to us a son is given, and the government will be on his 
shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end.  He will reign on David’s 
throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that 
time on and forever.  The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this. 

• Luke 1:37 For no word from God will ever fail. 

• God _______________ ______________ His promises 

 
4.  The ____________________ of God 

• God is ____________ to His character 

• Hope does not __________________  Romans 5:3-5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lagniappe 
Are you ready for Christmas? 

You’ve probably heard that question already, and you are likely to hear it many times in the coming days. 

You may find yourself asking others the same question. 

What does that mean?  Maybe it’s just a greeting, something like, “How are you?”  Maybe people are 

asking, “Have you gotten everything ready for this special time?” 

Whatever is meant by that question, we certainly should be asking ourselves the same thing.  Am I ready 

for Christmas?  Am I ready to worship the King of kings and think again about what God has 

done? 

Let me give you some ways to get ready for Christmas. 

FIRST, look to Scripture. Read Matthew 1-2 and Luke 1-2. Read the Old Testament prophecies about 

the coming of Christ into the world.  Some of the many passages are Micah 5:2-4, Isaiah 7:10-17, 9:1-7, 

and 11:1-9.  Make time to reflect on these passages.  Also, read some of the passages that show what 

it meant for God to send His Son into the world. I would suggest Galatians 4:1-7 and Philippians 2:1-12.  

SECOND, set apart times to worship with the people of God.  Make the Lord’s Day a time to give worship 

and adoration to God.  Worship with us for Christmas Eve at 1:00, 3:00, or 5:00 PM.  The music and joy 

of that special time is truly a blessing.  

THIRD, slow down.  There is a reason why Scripture tells us to “Be still and know that I am God.”  We 

need to allow ourselves to spend time with God and see His great work of the past and His promises for 

the future. 

I pray that God will truly bless you and that you will get ready for Christmas.  

  

 

 


