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SERMON: The Blessing of God’s Leadership
SCRIPTURE: Matthew 1:18-25 NIV

[18] This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be
married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy
Spirit.

[19] Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public
disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.

[20] But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,
“Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in
her is from the Holy Spirit.

[21] She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his
people from their sins.”

[22] All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet:

[23] “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means
“God with us”).

[24] When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary
home as his wife.

[25] But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name
Jesus.
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1. God _______________ those who ____________ Him.
• James 4:8 Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you.

• Jeremiah 29:13 You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.

• ____________ God in His Word.

• 1 Thessalonians 5:19-21 Do not quench the Spirit. Do not treat prophecies with contempt but test them all;
hold on to what is good.

2. God ____________ through fully _________________ followers.
• Joseph:

- A ____________ man. Matthew 1:24-25

- A man of ________________ and __________________/kind-hearted. Matthew 1:19

• Mary:
- __________________ to the Lord. Luke 1:20

3. God ________________ all we need to __________________ His will.
• __________________ in difficult times. Matthew 1:20

• __________________. Luke 1:30

• __________________. Luke 1:37



Lagniappe

Year End Giving

This is the time to consider where you make your year-end charitable gifts.

First, let me encourage you to make most of your giving for Christian causes. I know the desire to give
to your Alma Mater or to a cherished local group, but also think about the need for Christian people to
support  the cause of Christ around the world.

So, as you make your gifts consider how you are using your money for the Kingdom of God.

Second, I want to give you some places I would recommend. These are not in order of importance but
simply to give you some options to pray over. I certainly want to encourage you to pray about how much God
would lead you to give - and where you would give - your gifts.

The suggestions are for extra money, not for your regular tithes and offerings. Your tithes and offerings
should  go to and through the local church.

• Think of extra gifts to First Baptist Church. These might include the new capital campaign which
will begin early in the new year, or a place where you see very effective ministry going on, such as
youth, children, preschool, or any number of other ministries.

• Give to First Baptist Church Kenner which sustained heavy damage during Hurricane Ida. This
weekend they are having a Harvest Sunday to raise their deductible ($430,000) to repair their
buildings. Martha and I are making a significant donation (for us) for this need.

• Give an extra amount to the Lottie Moon Christmas offering for International missions. I believe
all of us should contribute to this need.

• Give to the mission work of FBC Covington. We work with groups in Guatemala, Columbia,
Uganda, India, and numerous other places around the world. Your giving opens the door for the
gospel in many areas of the world.

• Give to New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary. This is our local seminary where most of our
pastors have been prepared for Christian ministry. We currently have a number of students studying
there, and you might consider helping those seminary students with their tuition.

As you can see, you can make a difference in a number of places both locally and around the

world. Let us use our blessings to bless others.




