
SERIES: FRESH WISDOM FOR A NEW YEAR 
DATE:  Sunday, January 15-16, 2022             
SERMON:  The Two Ways 
SCRIPTURE:  Deuteronomy 11:26-32 NIV 
 
 
[26] See, I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse - 

[27] the blessing if you obey the commands of the LORD your God that I am giving you 
today;  

[28] the curse if you disobey the commands of the LORD your God and turn from the way 
that I command you today by following other gods, which you have not known.  

[29] When the LORD your God has brought you into the land you are entering to possess, 
you are to proclaim on Mount Gerizim the blessings, and on Mount Ebal the curses.  

[30] As you know, these mountains are across the Jordan, westward, toward the setting sun, 
near the great trees of Moreh, in the territory of those Canaanites living in the Arabah in the 
vicinity of Gilgal. 

[31] You are about to cross the Jordan to enter and take possession of the land the LORD 
your God is giving you.  When you have taken it over and are living there, 

[32] be sure that you obey all the decrees and laws I am setting before you today. 
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What do the two ways of Scripture teach us? 

1. ______________ __________. 
• Your life will be ______________ by your ______________. 

• The ______________ you choose and the more __________________ you are - will make 

a huge difference. 

 
 

2. Establish a ______________ __________________. 
• ______________ will come. 

• “I grew up as a brokenhearted kid from an impoverished, uneducated family, living in a very 

dark neighborhood of a tiny little town.” 

 
 

3. Don’t take the __________ __________. 

• If you have to swallow a frog, ______________________________________________. 

• If you have to swallow two frogs, _____________________________________________. 

• Choose _________. 

• 2 Corinthians 4:4 The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the 
light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 

 

4. Seek the ______________________. 
• There are things in your life that will ____________ you over and over. 

• There are also things that will bring on constant ______________. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lagniappe 
My mother had strange rituals concerning New Year’s Day and the new year. 

She said that whatever you did on New Year’s Day you would do all year long. That was fine with 
me because we watched college football every January 1!  My mother would not vacuum or sweep 
on New Year’s Day! 

My mother wasn’t superstitious; it was just a funny saying for her. 

But I like to think of what she said in this way: It is true.  What you do the first of the year you often 
continue throughout the year.  The new year is a good year to begin new habits. 

Let me give you some actions that hopefully will turn to habits. 

1) Worship God regularly each weekend.  The Scripture tells us not to forsake the assembling 
of ourselves together. We need the church, and we need the fellowship and encouragement 
of other believers. 

2) Read, memorize, and meditate on God’s Word.  God’s Word is a light for our paths and a 
lamp for our feet.  His Word blesses us and keeps us from sin.  My pastor gave me a Bible 
at my ordination and wrote on the first page: “Waylon, this book will keep you from sin, and 
sin will keep you from this book.”  We obviously need to stay close to Holy Scripture. 

3) Give.  Giving is an action that will show you the attitude of your heart.  God commands that 
we give.  While we don’t all give the same, all of us should give something. 

4) Pray.  Let us pray earnestly and fervently for God’s will to be done on earth and for His 
kingdom to come. 

5) Reach out to others. Studies have shown that most people will join you at church if you ask. 
This is especially true for our friends.  You can’t give a better gift than helping your friends 
know Christ. 
 

Let me offer you an opportunity that will help you with all of these habits.  On Sunday, February 
6 at 12:15 PM we will offer our next Discovery Class.  It will include a light meal and it will help 
you get connected at FBC.  We say that this class is for new members and for those interested 
in church membership, but it’s also to help you get more closely connected to Christ and His 
church. 

We hope you will join with us for this important time. You can sign up at our church website.  

We are looking forward to seeing you. 

 

  

 

 

 


