
BEGIN this time in prayer, confessing any 
Sins you know of, thanking the Lord for 
the gift of his Word, and asking the Holy 
Spirit to guide your study.

MEMORY VERSE

MAIN IDEA OF TEXT

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Fa-

ther and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 

commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

(Matthew 28:19–20)

Jesus is the only one who can command people, the temple, and creation.

LESSON 5
TITLE | The Authority of the King

SCRIPTURE | Matthew 21:1–22:14 



1   GRAB THEIR ATTENTION

OPTION 1    - Lincoln and Authority

The President of the United States of America has significant authority. 
The film Lincoln follows Abraham Lincoln’s push to end slavery through 
the thirteenth Constitutional amendment. Let’s see how he used the 
influence and authority he had. (play video)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Ruwdh4zhmQ
 

 POTENTIAL DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. How does the trailer portray Lincoln’s authority?
2. Why was Lincoln willing to put so much of his influence on the 

line for this one thing?
3. Does everyone like it when someone exerts the full authority that 

they have? Why not?

Transition Statement from Attention Grabber to Text: The line from 
Lincoln, “I am the President of the United States of America... clothed in 
immense power!” shows just how much authority a man can have. But not 
everyone will like the fact that people use authority. People did not like it 
with Lincoln, people do not like authority today, and they did not like it in 
Jesus’s day either. But Jesus’s authority is different because it is greater. 
When he used it, he revealed the sort of people and the kind of kingdom 
he wants to see.

OPTION 2    -  Spring Cleaning

Spring cleaning is a tradition in many homes. Some tie it back to Passover 
and Exodus when the Israelites fled Egypt with only what they could carry. 
Others look to spring as a time of renewal and, thus, refreshing the home 
is needed.

 

 POTENTIAL DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. When was the last time you did spring cleaning? What area had 
the greatest need of cleaning?

2. What type of things do people throw out during cleaning?
3. How do family members feel when you clean up or throw out 

their stuff?

TEACHER TIP

Start your lesson 
by telling a story 
that relates to the 
main idea of the 
lesson to grab the 
attention of your 
participants. In this 
section, we have 
provided you with 
two options, but 
feel free to develop 
your own.



Transition Statement from Attention Grabber to Text: Spring cleaning 
is great because it removes clutter and simplifies our lives and homes. But 
sometimes it can create tension as things can be hard to let go. And when 
we throw away other family member’s things, it can create tension even if 
we have the right to do it. When he entered Jerusalem and cleansed the 
Temple, Jesus’s authority impacted those who wanted to be in power.



TEACHER TIP

In this section, 
you will find the 
historical, cultural, 
and literary context 
you need to properly 
interpret and apply 
the text. 

2   SET THE STAGE

OUTLINE

I. Triumphal Entry (21:1–11)
II. Hypocrisy in Two Forms (21:12–22)
III. The Rejection of Jesus (21:23–46)
IV. Parable of the Wedding Banquet (22:1–14)

Context

In Matthew 21 Jesus enters Jerusalem as a King! As we see and hear him 
we realize his kingdom does not fit with the kingdoms of this world. His 
community of people will now begin to face the tension of the kingdoms.

Fallen Condition and Gospel Response

Fallen Condition Focus

The fall came in large part because people want to be in control. Humans 
do not want God to be in charge or have the final say on things. We want 
to be our own authority. But on our own, we use power for selfish gain.

Gospel Response

When Jesus uses his authority, it is to confront our sin. But Jesus’s 
authority is better than any other and when we trust in him—the one who 
used his power by being selfless—we can know the joy of being invited 
into his kingdom.



Matthew 21 and into 22 provide the account of Jesus’s entrance into 
Jerusalem for what we now call Holy Week. Jesus came with acclaim, with 
a mission, and with authority.

21
1 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the 
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 
2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will 
find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring 
them to me. 
3 If anyone says anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, and he 
will send them right away.”
4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet:
5 “Say to Daughter Zion,
    ‘See, your king comes to you, 
gentle and riding on a donkey,
    and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’” 
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 
7 They brought the donkey and the colt and placed their cloaks on 
them for Jesus to sit on. 
8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut 
branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 
9 The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted,
“Hosanna to the Son of David!”
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
“Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
10 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and 
asked, “Who is this?”
11 The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in 
Galilee.”
12 Jesus entered the temple courts and drove out all who were buying 
and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and 
the benches of those selling doves. 
13 “It is written,” he said to them, “‘My house will be called a house of 
prayer,’ but you are making it ‘a den of robbers.’”
14 The blind and the lame came to him at the temple, and he healed 
them. 
15 But when the chief priests and the teachers of the law saw the 
wonderful things he did and the children shouting in the temple 
courts, “Hosanna to the Son of David,” they were indignant.
16 “Do you hear what these children are saying?” they asked him.
“Yes,” replied Jesus, “have you never read,
“‘From the lips of children and infants
    you, Lord, have called forth your praise’?”
17 And he left them and went out of the city to Bethany, where he 
spent the night.
18 Early in the morning, as Jesus was on his way back to the city, he 
was hungry. 
19 Seeing a fig tree by the road, he went up to it but found nothing on 

3   LOOK AT THE BOOK

TEACHER TIP

In this section, you 
will find exercises 
you can use to 
lead your class 
through the process 
of Observation, 
Interpretation, and 
Application. As 
the teacher, work 
through all the 
exercises below to 
ensure you gain a 
good understanding 
of the text. 



it except leaves. Then he said to it, “May you never bear fruit again!” 
Immediately the tree withered.
20 When the disciples saw this, they were amazed. “How did the fig 
tree wither so quickly?” they asked.
21 Jesus replied, “Truly I tell you, if you have faith and do not doubt, not 
only can you do what was done to the fig tree, but also you can say to 
this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ and it will be done. 
22 If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer.”
23 Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the 
chief priests and the elders of the people came to him. “By what 
authority are you doing these things?” they asked. “And who gave you 
this authority?”
24 Jesus replied, “I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I 
will tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
25 John’s baptism—where did it come from? Was it from heaven, or of 
human origin?”
They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From 
heaven,’ he will ask, ‘Then why didn’t you believe him?’ 
26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin’—we are afraid of the people, for 
they all hold that John was a prophet.”
27 So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.”
Then he said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these 
things.
28 “What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went 
to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard.’
29 “‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his mind and went.
30 “Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He 
answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but he did not go.
31 “Which of the two did what his father wanted?”
“The first,” they answered.
Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 
32 For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and 
you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. 
And even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe him.
33 “Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted 
a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it and built a 
watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and moved 
to another place. 
34 When the harvest time approached, he sent his servants to the 
tenants to collect his fruit.
35 “The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and 
stoned a third. 
36 Then he sent other servants to them, more than the first time, and 
the tenants treated them the same way. 
37 Last of all, he sent his son to them. ‘They will respect my son,’ he 
said.
38 “But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is 
the heir. Come, let’s kill him and take his inheritance.’ 
39 So they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.
40 “Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do 
to those tenants?”
41 “He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they replied, “and 
he will rent the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of 
the crop at harvest time.”
42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:
“‘The stone the builders rejected



    has become the cornerstone;
the Lord has done this,
    and it is marvelous in our eyes’?
43 “Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away 
from you and given to a people who will produce its fruit. 
44 Anyone who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; anyone on 
whom it falls will be crushed.” 
45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus’ parables, 
they knew he was talking about them. 
46 They looked for a way to arrest him, but they were afraid of the 
crowd because the people held that he was a prophet.

22
1 Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 
2 “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding 
banquet for his son. 
3 He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet 
to tell them to come, but they refused to come.
4 “Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have 
been invited that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened 
cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the 
wedding banquet.’
5 “But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, another to 
his business. 
6 The rest seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them. 
7 The king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those 
murderers and burned their city.
8 “Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but 
those I invited did not deserve to come. 
9 So go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you 
find.’ 
10 So the servants went out into the streets and gathered all the 
people they could find, the bad as well as the good, and the wedding 
hall was filled with guests.
11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man 
there who was not wearing wedding clothes. 
12 He asked, ‘How did you get in here without wedding clothes, friend?’ 
The man was speechless.
13 “Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and 
throw him outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.’
14 “For many are invited, but few are chosen.”

OBSERVATION: WHAT DOES IT SAY?

OBSERVATION EXERCISE 1:  IDENTIFY KEY WORDS AND PHRASES

Read slowly through these verses three times. On the third time, circle 
the key words and phrases. List those words and phrases below. 

OBSERVATION EXERCISE 2: UNDERLINE THE PURPOSES AND 
CONCLUSIONS

Read through the passage again looking for how Jesus concludes or 
gives purposes during the different sections. Look for words that clue 



you into Jesus’s purpose or conclusion such as therefore, so, and for.

OBSERVATION EXERCISE 3: CHART JESUS’S ATTITUDE AND 
AUTHORITY

In Matthew 20 we find people, creation, and a parable. Jesus is the one 
who pushes the narrative through many locations. Chart the different 
sections using locations and how Jesus uses his authority.

Location Jesus’s Attitude Jesus’s Authority

INTERPRETATION: WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

INTERPRETATION EXERCISE 1: KEY WORDS AND PHRASES

By consulting a commentary or the glossary at the end of the lesson, 

define below the key words or phrases that you identified in the 

Observation section. (Hint: There are at least three.)

1. ________________________________________

2. ________________________________________

3. ________________________________________

INTERPRETATION EXERCISE 2: LOOK UP BACKGROUND 
INFORMATION

There are many insights to be found by looking up phrases and 
ideas in a Bible Dictionary or Commentary. Much of what Matthew 
recorded about Jesus’s entry into Jerusalem points us to Old 
Testament background. Use the tools that you have available to get 
some of this background.



INTERPRETATION EXERCISE 3: FROM CHART TO EMPHASIS

Using the chart from the observation section, determine the focus of the 
story. Answer the following questions:

1. What are some of the ways we see Jesus’s authority in his actions? 
How do we see it in his words?

2. Can anyone or anything overcome Jesus’s authority? Over what 
types of things does Jesus demonstrate his authority?

3. What does the parable at the beginning of Matthew 22 reveal 
about Jesus’s authority?

APPLICATION: HOW DO I RESPOND?

QUESTION 1: What type of fruit does Jesus look for in our lives?  

QUESTION 2: How can someone have outward signs of life but lack the 
fruit of true faith?

QUESTION 3: What was Jesus’s issue with the crowds and leadership? 
What are some ways that crowds try to manipulate Jesus to be about 
their purposes?

QUESTION 4: What does Jesus’s parable tell us about who is welcome in 
his kingdom? Whom should we invite to be a part of his kingdom?

QUESTION 5: What are some ways we try to keep parts of our lives away 
from Jesus’s authority? If Jesus has authority over all things, what are we 
supposed to do if Jesus has authority over our lives?

TEACHER TIP

In this section, you 
will find questions 
to choose from that 
will help your group 
consider how God 
is calling them to 
respond to the text. 
Help your group set 
measurable action 
steps. 



TEACHER TIP

End your time of 
study with one 
final challenge and 
prayer. Your final 
challenge should 
pull together 
everything you 
covered in this 
lesson and call 
your participants to 
action.

4   CHALLENGE

We are wired to push back against authority. From early ages, we tried 
to find ways to be in charge and have our own way. Jesus confronts 
our authority because he has ultimate authority. When Jesus entered 
Jerusalem, the crowds cheered because they thought the conquering king 
had finally come. But Jesus did not use his authority to overthrow Rome.

Jesus used his authority to make clear that the kingdom is for people 
who show true faith. The temple was supposed to be a place of prayer, 
devotion, and sacrifice. But instead, the religious leaders had turned it 
into a place of personal gain as they made money off those who came to 
worship. Jesus has no part with people seeking to use him for selfish gain. 
He came to give us his life, to welcome people to share in his life. Jesus 
wants people who enter with humility not with ambition. He cleanses a 
temple that does not show true devotion, he curses a tree that has flowers 
but no fruit, and he welcomes people into his feast who are humble and 
repentant.

When Jesus’s authority bumps into our independent spirits, we must 
evaluate ourselves and think about which areas of our lives we have not 
yet surrendered to him. The truth is we can give Jesus authority over some 
parts of our lives, such as Sunday mornings or the songs we listen to while 
withholding other areas. If Jesus has true authority and uses it for our 
good, then we should surrender all to him. We need to be willing to submit 
everything—finances, family, and even busyness. When we do that, we will 
know the joy of feasting in his house and the power of his presence.

LET’S PRAY



GLOSSARY
HOSANNA

Cry with which Jesus was greeted on the occasion of His triumphal entrance into Jerusalem (Mark 11:9). 

The words with which the Savior was welcomed by the multitude are drawn from Ps. 118:25-26. “Hosanna” 

is a Hebrew or Aramaic word that is best translated as a prayer: “Save now,” or “Save, we beseech Thee.” 

When the residents of Jerusalem, carrying palm branches, met Jesus and hailed Him as the One who 

comes in the name of the Lord, they included in their acclamation a plea for salvation.

HOUSE OF PRAYER

When Jesus called the temple “my house of prayer,” He was quoting Isaiah 56:7. The entire fifty-sixth 

chapter of Isaiah denounces the unfaithful leaders of Israel. The phrase “den of robbers” comes from 

Jeremiah 7:11 and is part of a long sermon that Jeremiah delivered in the gate of the temple, rebuking the 

people for the same sins that Jesus saw and judged in His day.

AUTHORITY

Jesus possesses the same intrinsic authority as God the Father because He is coequal with the Father 

(John 1:1; 10:30; 16:15; Phil. 2:6; Col. 1:16; 2:9-10; Rev. 12:10). Because of the unique pattern of relationships 

within the Trinity, however, especially during Jesus’ incarnation, there is also a sense in which His 

authority is given to Him by the Father (Matt. 9:8; 28:18; John 5:22,27; 17:2; Eph. 1:20-22; Phil. 2:9-10; Rev. 

2:27). God has given Jesus authority over all things in heaven and earth (Matt. 28:18). Jesus’ authority 

was manifested in His incarnation by His authority to forgive sin, provide salvation, heal sickness, cast 

out demons, and judge humanity (Matt. 9:6-8; Mark 2:10-12; Luke 4:36; 5:24-25; John 5:22-27). As Jesus 

carried out His teaching ministry, He spoke with an authority which was immediately recognized by His 

hearers as being absent in the teachings of the scribes and Pharisees (Matt. 7:28-29; Mark 1:22; Luke 

4:32). Such authority recognized by others on the basis of actions or performance may be called 



MATTHEW 21:1–11   

The Triumphal Entry is found in every gospel account. Matthew’s account focuses on the fulfillment of 

the Old Testament prophets. Wiersbe explains:

Since it was Passover, there were probably about two million people in and around Jerusalem. 

This was the only time in His ministry that Jesus actually planned and promoted a public 

demonstration. Up to this time, He had cautioned people not to tell who He was, and He had 

deliberately avoided public scenes.

 Why did Jesus plan this demonstration? For one thing, He was obeying the Word and 

fulfilling the prophecy recorded in Zechariah 9:9. This prophecy could apply only to Jesus Christ, 

for He is the only One with credentials that prove He is Israel’s King. We usually do not associate 

the lowly donkey with kingship, but this was the royal animal of Jewish monarchs (1 Kings 2:32ff.). 

There were actually two animals involved, the mother and the colt (foal). Jesus sat on the colt 

with the mother walking beside.

 By comparing Matthew’s quotation with the original prophecy in Zechariah, we discover 

some interesting facts. Zechariah’s prophecy opens with “Rejoice greatly,” but Matthew omitted 

this phrase. When Jesus approached the city, He wept! How could He (or the people) rejoice 

when judgment was coming?

 Matthew also omitted “He is just and having salvation.” Our Lord’s coming to Jerusalem 

was an act of mercy and grace, not an act of justice or judgment. He did have salvation for them, 

but they refused to accept it (John 1:11). The next time Israel sees the King, He will ride in great 

power and glory (Rev. 19:11ff.).

 This colt had never been ridden (Mark 11:2), yet he meekly bore his burden. The presence 

of the mother helped, of course. But keep in mind that his rider was the King who has “dominion 

over … all sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field” (Ps. 8:6–7). The fact that Jesus rode 

this beast and kept him in control is another evidence of His kingship.

 There was a second reason for this public presentation: It forced the Jewish leaders to 

act. When they saw the spontaneous demonstration of the people, they concluded that Jesus 

had to be destroyed (see John 12:19). The prophetic Scriptures required that the Lamb of God be 

crucified on Passover. This demonstration of Christ’s popularity incited the rulers to act.

 Keep in mind that this Passover crowd was composed of at least three groups: the Jews 

who lived in Jerusalem, the crowd from Galilee, and the people who saw Jesus raise Lazarus from 

the dead (John 12:17–18). Sharing the news of this miracle undoubtedly helped to draw such a 

large crowd. The people wanted to see this miracle-worker for themselves.

MATTHEW 21:12–22

The temple and the fig tree were the recipient of Jesus’s indignation. The Bible Knowledge Commentary 
addresses this issue:

While Matthew’s account seems to imply Jesus entered the temple immediately after His entry 

into Jerusalem, the other accounts state that Jesus returned to Bethany after the entry. The 

cleansing of the temple probably occurred the next morning when Jesus returned to Jerusalem 

from Bethany (Mark 11:11-16).

COMMENTARY



 As Messiah Jesus entered the temple area, His indignation was directed toward those 

who had changed the character of the temple from a place of prayer into a place of corrupt 

commercialism. Many were making their living from the temple and the sacrifices purchased 

there. They insisted that in the temple the people could not use money that had been circulating 

in society but had to change their money into temple money first, for a fee, and then use the 

temple money to purchase animals for sacrifice, at inflated prices. Since such extortion was 

completely contrary to the temple’s purposes, the Lord overturned their tables and benches in 

the outer court of the Gentiles while quoting parts of two Old Testament verses, Isaiah 56:7 and 

Jeremiah 7:11

 As Jesus was making His way back to the city of Jerusalem the next morning ... He was 

hungry. He saw a fig tree by the road and noticed it was covered with leaves. As He drew closer, 

He discovered there was no fruit on the tree. Fig trees bear fruit first and then the leaves appear, 

or both appear about the same time. Since the tree was in leaf, figs should have been on it. When 

Jesus found none, He cursed the tree and it immediately ... withered. Mark indicated that the 

disciples heard Jesus curse the tree but did not notice the withered condition till they returned to 

Jerusalem the next morning (Mark 11:13-14, 20). The disciples marveled that the tree withered so 

quickly.

 Jesus used this event to teach a lesson in faith, for if they had genuine faith in God they 

not only would be able to do miracles such as cursing the tree, but they would be able to move 

mountains (cf. Matt. 17:20). If they truly believed, they would receive whatever they prayed for. 

The Lord was teaching the importance of faith rather than doubting or simply marveling. By 

contrast the nation of Israel had failed to exercise faith in Him.

 This event may have meaning beyond the lesson in faith, however. Many believe that 

Jesus saw this fig tree as a symbol of Israel at that time. They too were professing to be fruitful, 

but a closer examination of the nation revealed they were fruitless. By cursing that generation, 

Jesus was showing His rejection of them and predicting that no fruit would ever come from 

them. Within a few days, that generation would reject their King and crucify Him. This ultimately 

led to judgment on that generation. In A.D. 70 the Romans came, demolished the temple, overran 

the country of Israel, and ended Israel’s political entity (Luke 21:20). Perhaps in cursing the fig 

tree, Jesus was setting aside that generation. Of course the entire nation was not set aside (cf. 

Rom. 11:1, 26).

MATTHEW 21:23–47

Jesus’s indignation turns into rejection. He rejects the leaders who are more concerned with looking 

righteous and wise than living as such. John Stott, from The Bible Speaks Today, writes:

Verses 23–27 condemn the religious authorities for lack of integrity. Naturally, after the 

remarkable teaching and healing he has been giving, they come and ask him by what authority 

he does these things. He had been to no scribal school and had received no formal authorization 

to give spiritual leadership in Israel. What right did an unordained carpenter have to make such a 

nuisance of himself? Jesus replied to their question by asking them another in turn. This is a wise 

expedient, which Christians should exploit rather than give unconvincing answers when they are 

attacked for their faith. To force opponents to examine their own presuppositions is an effective 

way of proceeding. Jesus no doubt adopts this regular rabbinic tactic here because he senses 

that a straight answer would precipitate the final crisis before he has completed his work. But he 

also wants to show up the lack of integrity that underlies their question.

 So he asks them about John the Baptist. What authorization did he have? Had he the 

official recognition of the Jewish leadership, or did he come clothed with the authority of God’s 



voice, crying in the wilderness? That is an extremely painful dilemma for them to be impaled 

upon. If they admit that John’s authority came from God, Jesus will want to know why they did 

not go and get baptized by him, and why they have not responded to Jesus himself, the one to 

whom John pointed forward. If they say that his authorization came from human sources, what 

is it, and who has given it him? Moreover, to diminish John in this way would be a dangerous 

thing to do. The festival crowd is in full flow. To them John was a martyred prophet of the highest 

repute. Accordingly, the priests lamely reply, ‘We don’t know’ (27). That feeble escapism is a 

transparent covering for their duplicity. They know perfectly well that John came from God, but 

they do not dare admit it because their own lives would come under such justifiable criticism. 

Theological agnosticism can cover moral disobedience. There is a distressing lack of integrity 

among these leaders of the temple.

 Jesus is not just asking them a difficult question which he knows would unmask their 

dissimulation and cause them embarrassment. His question is highly apt. Jesus is emphasizing 

the eschatological dimension of his cleansing of the temple. He is ‘the Lord … suddenly come to 

his temple’, and John was his messenger, sent to prepare the way. They will never understand 

who he is until they recognize who John was. John’s message, ‘Repent’, is the precondition for 

Jesus’ message, ‘Believe’. If they have not done the one, they cannot do the other. They must 

face up to who John was. To take refuge in agnosticism is no excuse. Even their failure to answer 

does not evade the dilemma that Jesus’ question poses them. Because of their admitted inability 

to assess John, they implicitly confess their incompetence to judge Jesus, whose mission and 

ministry are intertwined with John’s. Their lack of integrity has boomeranged.

MATTHEW 22:1–14

The Parable of the Wedding Feast shows us how Jesus thought about the leaders that he had to rebuke. 

Here is John Stott, again, in his commentary::

Still Jesus is speaking to and about the Jewish leadership (14–15). Still he is castigating them for 

their lack of integrity. That main charge (21:23–28) is fleshed out in the parable of the two sons, 

which points out their inaction in the vineyard of Israel, and in the parable of the tenants, which 

points out their disloyalty in that same vineyard. Now he goes further and tells them plainly that 

they have no standing in the kingdom of God.

 In this story we have a generous king who gave a marriage feast for his Son. Again note 

the sovereignty of the king, the unique position of the son, and the nature of the kingdom; it is 

not a funeral but a feast. Following eastern custom, the king sent out his servants at the time 

of the wedding feast to tell them that the moment had arrived; they should be in attendance. 

But they refused to come (3). The intransigence of the original recipients of the invitation, that 

is to say the Jews, is stressed when Jesus tells of the second and more pressing invitation. ‘“I 

have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been slaughtered, and everything is 

ready. Come to the wedding banquet.”’ ‘But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, 

another to his business’ (4–5). 

 The wedding feast proceeds regardless, even though so many from the chosen people 

have declined the invitation. Many from the street corners, the highways and hedges have come 

into the wedding feast of the kingdom. The invitation goes out to all and sundry. Indeed, we 

catch a whiff of the evangelistic fervour of Matthew’s church in the very phraseology: ‘invite to 

the banquet anyone you can find’ (9). The wedding hall was indeed filled with guests (10).

 What about the man who had no wedding clothes and was ejected (11–13). It seems clear 

that the generous king not only provided the feast free for the wedding of his son; not only 

invited everyone to it; but also provided beautiful festal robes for all to wear. In this way the poor 



need not be ashamed of their rags, and the rich no right to be proud of their dinner jackets or 

gowns. All came in on the same footing, just as in the parable of the workers in the vineyard. 

There is room neither for embarrassment nor for pride in the feast of the kingdom. 

 The punishment is ludicrously severe for having come to a wedding improperly dressed. 

But the point goes far deeper. The man who scorned his host’s provision of wedding clothes 

insulted the host and showed personal complacency. His best was good enough for God! And 

God says that it is not. The king in the story has the man thrown out. God will do the same 

to anyone who relies on his own fancied goodness to gain entry into the kingdom. There are 

overtones of Isaiah here. ‘All our righteous acts are like filthy rags.’ That is the human predicament: 

we are literally not fit to be seen before God, let alone to enjoy the feast of his kingdom. 

 So the meaning of this parable is clear. God has provided the feast of the kingdom. It is 

the wedding feast for his Son. The invitation goes out far and wide. If you reject it, you miss the 

party. If you think you can get in relying on your own fitness, you will be thrown out. Many are 

invited, but few show, by their response, that they are chosen (14). In the Old Testament, the word 

translated ‘chosen’ was originally used as a synonym for Israel, but the failure of the nation to 

fulfil its destiny led to its being reinterpreted as those who share the inheritance of the chosen 

covenant people. And there is a double nuance to it; both divine call and human response. 

Without the latter we do not show ourselves to be among the elect. So Jesus means that 

many had received the call, but few had shown themselves ‘elect’ by responding to it. Alas, the 

Pharisees on the whole fell into the category of the many who were called but did not respond.
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