
SERIES: FRESH WISDOM
DATE: Sunday, February 12-13, 2022
SERMON: Wisdom in Relationships
SCRIPTURE: Ephesians 4:17-32 NIV

Ephesians 4:17-32 NIV
[17] So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in
the futility of their thinking.

[18] They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of God because of the
ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts.

[19] Having lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in
every kind of impurity, and they are full of greed.

[20] That, however, is not the way of life you learned

[21] when you heard about Christ and were taught in him in accordance with the truth that is in
Jesus.

[22] You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being
corrupted by its deceitful desires;

[23] to be made new in the attitude of your minds;

[24] and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.

[25] Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to your neighbor, for we are
all members of one body.

[26] “In your anger do not sin”: Do not let the sun go down while you are still

angry, [27] and do not give the devil a foothold.

[28] Anyone who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful
with their own hands, that they may have something to share with those in need.

[29] Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building
others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.

[30] And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of
redemption.

[31] Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice.

[32] Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave
you
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Seven Practices for Meaningful Relationships

1. ____________ your friends with __________ and ____________.

2. __________ to _______________ – as you want to be understood.
• _______________
• _______________

3. ________________ and ____________ – kindly and patiently.

4. ________________ yourself before God and before your friends and
family. • ______________ mistakes, ________ forgiveness, and

______________.

5. ________________ love and respect.
• Ephesians 5:32-33 This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church.

However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect
her husband.

6. ________________ yourself to God.

7. ______________ Godliness.
• Ephesians 5:18 Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with

the Spirit.



Lagniappe

Our Physical Goals for 2022

I have written and spoken previously about our physical goals for the new year. These are things that we

hope to begin immediately and finish over the next three years. Please look at these needs with me.

1. Purchase the 15.46 acres which adjoins our property along Highway 1085. We have discussed and
voted on the purchase of this property during our last congregational meeting. It was done for the
necessity  of future growth and ministry of FBCC.

We have given the following possible uses of this property: additional parking, recreation fields, a

family gymnasium/family life center, an assisted living facility, or simply leave the land for ministry by a
new generation in the years to come. You could also see that we might be able to accomplish the first
two items (parking and rec fields) while still leaving the land open to the other ministry needs. The
land has  been closed on and it belongs to FBC.

2. Renovate Central Hall for multi-purpose use by the congregation. Our new chapel allows us to use

Central Hall for uses other than formal worship services or funerals and weddings, allowing us to use
Central Hall in a variety of other ways.

3. Add to the capital needs of our other campuses. We are currently seeking appropriate places for our

other congregations to worship and to do ministry.

4. Upgrade and repurpose areas in the ROC to better fit the numbers of students we are reaching now.

5. Add equipment to our Special Friends area.

6. Pay down our indebtedness.

Total goal: $8,000,000

To meet these needs, our Finance Ministry Team has asked us to institute a Capital Campaign to provide
these needed improvements. Over the next few weeks, you will hear more about these needs and how we
propose to provide for them.

At this point I simply ask you to seek the Lord and ask Him to provide a way for these needs. As we pray and

seek God’s leadership, we will be in the best hands for what lies ahead.


