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John 18:28-40 NIV

[28] Then the Jewish leaders took Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman governor. By
now it was early morning, and to avoid ceremonial uncleanness they did not enter the
palace, because they wanted to be able to eat the Passover.

So Pilate came out to them and asked, “What charges are you bringing against this man?”

[30] “If he were not a criminal,” they replied, “we would not have handed him over to you.”

[31] Pilate said, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.” “But we have no right to
execute anyone,” they objected.

[32] This took place to fulfill what Jesus had said about the kind of death he was going to die.

[33] Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, “Are you the king of
the Jews?”

[34] “Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about me?”

[35] “Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. “Your own people and chief priests handed you over to me. What
is it you have done?”

[36] Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my
arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place.”

[37] “You are a king, then!” said Pilate.  Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. In fact, the
reason I was born and came into the world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth
listens to me.”

[38] “What is truth?” retorted Pilate. With this he went out again to the Jews gathered there and
said, “I find no basis for a charge against him. 39 

[39] But it is your custom for me to release to you one prisoner at the time of the Passover. Do you
want me to release ‘the king of the Jews’?”

[40] They shouted back, “No, not him! Give us Barabbas!” Now Barabbas had taken part in an
uprising.
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1. Anchored in the ______________________.
● John 13:1 It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for

him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world,
he loved them to the end.

● John 15:13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.
● Romans 5:8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners,

Christ died for us.

2. Anchored in the ______________________.
 

3. Anchored in God’s ______________________.



Lagniappe
Everything at First Baptist Church seems to be getting back to normal, and normal feels so good.

Here are some “normal” things that are happening:

This weekend is Disciple Now Weekend, an intense time of growth, fun, worship, and fellowship for
our Student Ministry. Dr. Jamie Dew, President of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary and
Leavell College, is the special speaker. We are prayerful and excited about the possibilities of this
weekend.

Our Children’s Ministries are truly exciting to watch. Most of you have heard me say that my goal
is for kids to walk into our church building and feel that they “own the place.” I want children to
experience the joy, hope, and yes, fun of knowing Christ. I want them to always remember church
to be a place where they were loved and cared for. I want them to experience Christ and know and
serve Him for a lifetime.

All of our children’s activities have been at record numbers over the past few weeks. That means
more kids studying the Bible and learning how to use it and more families hearing the Good News
of Jesus.

We also have our Anchored Capital Campaign to raise funds for (1) purchasing additional land,
(2) renovating Central Hall, (3) upgrading the ROC, (4) purchasing equipment for Special Friends,
(5) blessing our other campus congregations, and (6) reducing our indebtedness. We have a
church wide meeting planned for Sunday, April 3, at 4:00 PM in Central Hall to present the plan
for the days to come.  As we all work together, we can position the church for the future.

We are continuing in our “Anchored” sermon series as we follow the arrest, trial, and crucifixion of
Jesus and culminate with Easter weekend and the weeks after as we rejoice in His resurrection
and His appearances to His followers. We hope you will join us each weekend and that you will be
a part of our Maundy Thursday service when we remember our Lord’s death as we take of the
Lord’s Supper.  That special service will be Thursday, April 14, at 7:00 PM in the Worship Center.

I pray especially that Easter will be normal as we all come together to worship God and rejoice in
the resurrection of Jesus and our new life in Him.  It’s going to be a wonderfully normal celebration!

 


