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John 19:1-16 NIV
[1] Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged.

[2] The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on his head. They clothed him in a
purple robe

[3] and went up to him again and again, saying, “Hail, king of the Jews!” And they slapped him in
the face.

[4] Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews gathered there, “Look, I am bringing him out to
you to let you know that I find no basis for a charge against him.”

[5] When Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said to them,
“Here is the man!”

[6] As soon as the chief priests and their officials saw him, they shouted, “Crucify! Crucify!” But
Pilate answered, “You take him and crucify him. As for me, I find no basis for a charge against
him.”

[7] The Jewish leaders insisted, “We have a law, and according to that law he must die, because he
claimed to be the Son of God.”

[8] When Pilate heard this, he was even more afraid,

[9] and he went back inside the palace. “Where do you come from?” he asked Jesus, but Jesus
gave him no answer.

[10] “Do you refuse to speak to me?” Pilate said. “Don’t you realize I have power either to free you
or to crucify you?”

[11] Jesus answered, “You would have no power over me if it were not given to you from above.
Therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.”

[12] From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the Jewish leaders kept shouting, “If you let
this man go, you are no friend of Caesar. Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar.”

[13] When Pilate heard this, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judge’s seat at a place
known as the Stone Pavement (which in Aramaic is Gabbatha).

[14] It was the day of Preparation of the Passover; it was about noon. “Here is your king,” Pilate
said to the Jews.



[15] But they shouted, “Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!” “Shall I crucify your king?”
Pilate asked. “We have no king but Caesar,” the chief priests answered.

[16] Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified. So the soldiers took charge of Jesus.
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The world always chooses bandits and murderers over its true King.
Four disastrous choices:

1. Calling ____________ __________ and __________ ____________.

• Isaiah 5:20 Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for
darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter.

• We are confused about ______________ and __________________.

• ______________ where we are?
Romans 1:18,24 the wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and
wickedness of people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness. Therefore, God gave them
over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one
another

2. _______________ God.
• 2 Timothy 3:5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with such

people.
• Matthew 22:29 You are in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the power of God.

3. __________________ with the world.

4. __________________ God.



Lagniappe

A New Two Year Record!

Over the last few weeks, I have reported to you how our worship and Bible Study (Connect
Groups) have been trending up. Two weeks ago we hit a two year high for worship attendance.
That was very  encouraging.

This past weekend we did that again. In fact, we not only hit a two year high, but we also exceeded
the attendance of the same weekend from 2019 (the last full pre-pandemic year). Our Connect
Group attendance was equally encouraging as we set a two year high attendance as well.

This tells me two things:

First, we are beginning to feel more confident about Covid-19. I am thankful for that.

Second, we haven’t lost our spiritual vigor. Paul told the church at Rome, “Never be lacking in
zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord” (Romans 12:11). That is the word for modern
Christians as well. We have not come to a time of coasting or resting. We have been called to be
faithful and to proclaim Christ.

Let me ask you again to look at your spiritual vigor.
• Are you worshiping regularly?
• Are you practicing spiritual disciplines?
• Are you praying, growing, studying Scripture, giving, witnessing?
• Are you getting fully connected to the church by participating in a Connect Group?

These are the times to ramp up our growth in Christ.

As we approach Easter, would you join with me in renewing your vigor and seeking to please Christ
in all things?


