
SERIES: why?
DATE:  Saturday - Sunday, May 21-22, 2022       

SERMON:  Why Are We Called ‘Baptist’? 
SCRIPTURE:  Acts 8:26-40  NIV 

Acts 8:26-40 

[26]  Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes

down from Jerusalem to Gaza.”

So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian[a] eunuch, an important official in charge of all 

the treasury of the Kandake (which means “queen of the Ethiopians”). This man had gone to 

Jerusalem to worship, 

and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the prophet.

[29] The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.”

[30] Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you

understand what you are reading?” Philip asked.

[31] “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up and

sit with him.

[32] This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading: “He was led like a sheep to the

slaughter, and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth.

[33] In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. Who can speak of his descendants? For his life

was taken from the earth.”

[34] The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or

someone else?”

[35] Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus.

[36] As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is

water. What can stand in the way of my being baptized?”

[37] *Some manuscripts include here Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.” The eunuch

answered, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” 

[38] And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the

water and Philip baptized him.

[39] When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the

eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing.

[40] Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the

towns until he reached Caesarea.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+8%3A26-40&version=NIV#fen-NIV-27204a
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What makes us unique? 
 
1. Our __________________. 

• “I want to be like that.” 

 
2. Our love for __________________. 

 
3. Our desire to ________________ ‘live out’ our faith. 

 

4. Our ______________ in Christ. 

• 2 Corinthians 5:9 So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or 
away from it. 

 
 
5. Our love for our __________________ and __________________. 

• Matthew 28:19-20 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lagniappe 
During the months of May and June we have several important events coming up that you need to 
know about:  

Sunday May 22, at 2:00PM – VBS Volunteer Training in the Worship Center.  All volunteers are 
asked to attend. 

Wednesday May 25, at 6:45 PM – Congregational Meeting in Central Hall.  This meeting is an 
informational meeting where we want to let you know of how you – as a church – are ministering to 
our community and beyond.  I will catch you up on: 

• How we’re doing in attendance for worship and connect groups. We all want to know how we’re 
doing, and this will give us an opportunity to discuss it. 

• How we are doing for our general budget for the year 2022. 

• The total to date pledged for the Anchored Capital Campaign and the number of families which 
have made commitments. 

• What’s going on with our other campuses, and how they are doing. 

• How we anticipate beginning to disperse the funds for the things that we have designated. 

Saturday / Sunday May 28 & 29 – Outdoor Baptism.  We will be having outdoor baptisms following 
the 6:00PM Saturday Service and the 11:00AM Sunday Service.  As a church body, this is a special 
time we can celebrate with these individuals and their families.   

Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday June 7th, 8th, & 9th - VBS.  We are anticipating 900 children and 400 
volunteers daily.  This is a great out-reach for our community, and each year we touch many un-
churched families with the gospel.  If you would like information about signup, volunteering, or 
contributing snacks (Oreos, Chocolate Chip cookies, goldfish, & Cheez-its) - please ask at the Kiosk 
in the Connection Center   Also, starting this Sunday, Children VBS t-shirts are available for purchase 
in the bookstore during regular Bookstore hours. Volunteer VBS t-shirts will be available at the 
Volunteer training – and next weekend in the Bookstore. Cost: $10/each  
 

 




