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1. Take some risks
•

Get past your fear

•

Think out your choices

•

Pray through your choices

•

Those who fear God fear nothing else; Those who don’t fear God fear everything.
Proverbs 16:7 When the Lord takes pleasure in anyone’s way, he causes their enemies to make peace
with them.

2. Be independent
•

Philippians 4:13 I can do all things in him who strengthens me.

3. Learn to think correctly
•

The law of consequences

•

Play the movie

•

Play now, pay later or pay now, play later

4. Get Your Heart Right
•

Matthew 6:33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you
as well.

•

Live under the umbrella of God’s favor.

Lagniappe
For the last 29 years I have written this article entitled, Lagniappe, a term meaning "a little
something extra."
While every now and then I have to find something to write, most of the time I haven't even
had to consider to write because I use this column to write about where we are in the church
and where we are going (at least my perception and understanding of where we're going).
Through the years, we've had a lot to talk and write about.
I want to write today about where we are. Here's the way I see it.
Eight weeks ago today we moved our worship services to the new worship center. This has been
a wonderful time. I think we're all thrilled at how warm and welcoming we find the new
worship center to be. Many of you have told me how much you enjoy the new facility and how
much it feels like home. While we've all had to get oriented and find "our seat," it really has
been an almost painless process. My favorite comment came from someone new who said at
Easter, "I just feel more welcome in the new place."
I think he meant that he loves the new place and that everyone is attempting "to be the face of
First Baptist Church" by reaching out in kindness and love to all who attend.
For the record, it seems that our attendance is about 12-13 percent higher than a year ago. We,
of course, need a little more time to see how everything settles out.
As we built the building, I feared that the building might feel too big for the number of people
attending. I think that we've had that fear allayed.
Would you join me at doing your best to continue the legacy that we communicate to everyone
in a myriad of ways that "We're glad you're here?"

