
SERMON        
DATE:  Saturday - Sunday, February 8-9, 2020 

SERMON SERIES:  WHO’S YOUR ONE 

SERMON TITLE:  The Joy When One is Found 

 

 

Luke 15  ESV 
1 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. 2 And the Pharisees and the 

scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.”  3 So he told them this parable:  

 

4 “What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open 

country, and go after the one that is lost, until he finds it? 5 And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, 

rejoicing. 6 And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice 

with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 7 Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one 

sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 

 
8 “Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp and sweep the house and 

seek diligently until she finds it? 9 And when she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, 

‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 10 Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of 

God over one sinner who repents.” 

 

11 And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12 And the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give 

me the share of property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his property between them. 13 Not many days later, 

the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property 

in reckless living. 14 And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be 

in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to 

feed pigs. 16 And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything. 

17 “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father's hired servants have more than enough bread, 

but I perish here with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned 

against heaven and before you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired 

servants.”’ 20 And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and 

felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned 

against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’[c] 22 But the father said to his 

servants,[d] ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23 And 

bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he 

was lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate. 

 
25 “Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and 

dancing. 26 And he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 27 And he said to him, ‘Your 

brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and 

sound.’ 28 But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, 29 but he answered his 

father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a 

young goat, that I might celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your 

property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!’ 31 And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with 

me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is 

alive; he was lost, and is found.’” 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+15&version=ESV#fen-ESV-25601c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+15&version=ESV#fen-ESV-25602d
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1.  Jesus used these stories to reveal hope and to uncover attitudes. 

2.  Our task:  Imagine the joy when the lost one you love is finally found! 

INSERT LUKE 15:1-3  ESV 

3.  Two vastly different groups heard this story that day:  - Luke 15:1-3 

• Pharisees and Scribes. 

 

• Tax collectors and sinners. 

 

4.  Three stories that end in hopeful joy.   

• A wayward sheep –  INSERT Luke 15:4-7 

o Hope – the Rescuer has come. 

• A lost coin – INSERT Luke 15:8-10 

o Hope – the Light of the Gospel is shining. 

• A prodigal son – INSERT Luke 15:11-24 

o Hope – The Father waits with open arms. 

 

5.  Final story – a warning and a challenge  INSERT Luke 15:25-32 

• Warning:  There is no one so good he doesn’t need to be found! 

• Challenge:  If you know Christ, pursue your lost ONE with passion! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lagniappe 

Martha and I are visiting our daughter Emily and her family this weekend in Virginia.  We are here for 

Martha to speak to the women’s group at First Baptist Church Woodbridge, Virginia where our son-in-law, 

Brad, serves as pastor.  

While I am away for the weekend - Chris Kroll, our Minister to Students, will be preaching. (I will be back 

in the office Monday) 

I am thankful for Chris and the entire pastoral team for the way they provide leadership and spiritual care for 

the congregation.  Even when I am away, I am always assured that you will be well cared for.  

Please join with me in thanking and encouraging our pastors in their labor for the gospel.   

Hebrews 13:17 Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their authority, because they keep watch over 

you as those who must give an account.  Do this so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would 

be of no benefit to you 

 


