
FOR THE 
LEADER

Jesus’ Last Week
John 12:12–13:15 

John chapter 12 serves as a shift in the story of Jesus. The first 11 chapters of the Book 
of John encompass nearly 3 years of Jesus’ public ministry. The final 10 chapters of the 
book deal with one single week. This week deals with life, death, and resurrection and its 
importance is highlighted by John as he spends much of his book focused on these events. 

Jesus had spent the night in Bethany at the home of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus whom 
Jesus had recently raised from the dead. At that time, Mary anointed Jesus with expensive 
perfume. The rest of this chapter shows Jesus as the Messiah, who would save His people 
from their sins. Mary’s anointing of Jesus leads directly into the triumphal entry. The 
crowds gathering in Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover heard Jesus was coming, and they 
went out with their palm branches to greet Him. 

John’s account of what we call “The Triumphal Entry” is the shortest and least exciting 
of the four Gospel accounts. John chose to focus on Jesus, the coming King, instead of 
the events that surrounded His actual arrival into Jerusalem. John tells us the crowd that 
witnessed the resurrection of Lazarus was testifying about Jesus, and others heard their 
testimony and came to worship Jesus, too. The words of the crowd in John 12:13 testify 
that the crowd knew they were welcoming the Messiah, but Jesus was not what they 
expected their Messiah to be. 

Later, Jesus knew that the time had come for Him to leave the earth and return to God. 
To leave an everlasting impression on His disciples about what true servanthood looked 
like, Jesus removed His outer garment and washed the feet of the disciples. Taking the role 
of a household servant, Jesus showed that no one was above servanthood. Jesus gave an 
example for people to follow, and through His life and actions, Jesus served others, even 
though He was the only One worthy of honor. 
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OVERVIEW

GET STARTED TOOLS  
(10 MINUTES)

 ¨ Bible Skills: Bibles, 
“Christ in Context: John” 
(Poster Pack)  

BIBLE STUDY TOOLS  
(35 MINUTES)

 ¨ Jump In: “Statue of 
Jesus” (Slide), Bible 
Timeline for Kids

 ¨ Examine the Text: 
Bibles, “Text Truth 
Strips” and “Jesus’ Final 
Week” (Poster Pack)

 ¨ Video: Explore the Bible 
on Location video

 ¨ Memory Verse: 
“John 17:3” (Poster Pack)

 ¨ Prayer: “John” (Books of 
the Bible Posters), Family 
Cards

SMALL GROUP TOOLS  
(30 MINUTES)

 ¨ Explorer Guides: Bibles, 
Explorer Guides, pens

 ¨ Move: 2 baskets of dress 
up clothes or rags, tape or 
cones, “Review Questions” 
(Printables)

 ¨ Make: green paper, 
scissors, “Palm Branch” 
(Printables), markers

 ¨ Explore: Bible

SESSION FOCUS
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 12:12–13:15
MEMORY VERSE: John 17:3
TEXT  TRUTH: Jesus loved and served others even though He was the only one worthy  

of honor.
CHRIST  IN CONTEXT: The Book of John reveals Jesus as the Word of God who became 

flesh. Jesus used the personal name of God, I am, seven times in the Gospel to 
declare that He is God. John’s Gospel describes the eternal, all-knowing, ever-
present, and all-powerful nature of Christ. 
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BIBLE STORY

EXPLORE THE  
BIBLE AT HOME
See the Printables for 
additional family resources.

JESUS’ LAST WEEK
John 12:12–13:15 

Jesus and His disciples walked toward Jerusalem. A large crowd that had 
come to Jerusalem for the Passover gathered. 

The people took palm branches and went to meet Jesus on the road. The 
people shouted, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord!”

Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a young donkey as the prophet Zechariah had 
prophesied long ago. People had seen Jesus raise Lazarus from the dead and 
were talking about it. But the religious leaders were upset that the people 
were following Jesus.

A few days later, Jesus and the disciples had gathered together in a room 
in the city of Jerusalem. Jesus knew that soon He would have to leave the 
disciples.

Jesus loved the disciples. After supper, Jesus stood up and got a towel. He 
poured water into a bowl and began to wash and dry the disciples’ feet.

When Jesus came to Peter, Peter asked, “Lord, are You going to wash my 
feet?”

Jesus told Peter, “What I am doing, you will not understand now. Later you 
will understand.”

When Jesus had washed all of their feet, He asked them, “Do you know 
what I have done for you? You call Me your Teacher and Lord. If I, your 
Teacher and Lord, have washed your feet, you should wash each other’s 
feet. I have given you an example that you should do what I have done for 
you.”

KEY POINTS   
• Jesus came to serve us by dying for our sin. 
• Jesus is worthy of our honor and praise. 
• We should love others because Jesus loved us.
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GET STARTED

BIBLE SKILLS SPOTLIGHT
• Learns the Bible teaches people how to live a Christian life by 

following Jesus. 
• Learns the Bible is God’s message about Himself and how He 

rescues and transforms us.

TOOLS:
• Bible Skills: Bibles, “Christ 

in Context: John” (Poster 
Pack) 

GET STARTED (10 MINUTES)

BIBLE SKILLS
• Greet kids as they come in and make sure each has a Bible.
• Instruct kids to find the four Gospels. (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John)
• Ask: “Are the Gospels in the Old or New Testament?” (New)
• Tell kids that the Gospels were inspired by the Holy Spirit and written by 

the men after whom each book is named. They are sometimes referred to 
as the Gospel of Matthew, the Gospel of Mark, the Gospel of Luke, and 
the Gospel of John.

• Say: “The Book of Mark was written first, and then Luke and Matthew, 
and finally John. It’s important to know that the Gospels cover some of 
the same Bible stories, but each one is also unique in its own way. The 
Book of John is where we will be spending the next four weeks.”

• Display the “Christ in Context: John” poster and invite a volunteer to 
read it out loud. 

• Say: “We are going to follow the life of Christ as He ends His earthly 
ministry.”

• Dismiss to Bible Study.
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BIBLE STUDY

TOOLS:
• Jump In: “Statue of Jesus” 

(Slide), Bible Timeline for 
Kids

• Examine the Text: Bibles, 
“Text Truth Strips” and 
“Jesus’ Final Week” (Poster 
Pack)

• Video: Explore the Bible on 
Location video

• Memory Verse: “John 17:3” 
(Poster Pack)

• Prayer: “John” (Books of the 
Bible Posters), Family Cards

BIBLE STUDY (35 MINUTES)

JUMP IN
• Display the “Statue of Jesus.”
• Ask: “How many of you like feet?” Let kids answer.
• Ask: “Can you imagine how dirty and nasty feet were in the time of 

Jesus? Their shoes barely covered their feet and it was very sandy and 
dirty. They didn’t have paved sidewalks to walk on and brand-new 
sneakers to keep their feet clean.”

• Say: “Now imagine Christ humbling himself and washing the feet of His 
disciples. Let that sink in for a minute. Dirty, grimy feet and our Lord—
the Creator of the universe—was on His hands and knees washing them. 
You can see in our object that Jesus washed Peter’s feet. It was a pretty 
incredible thing.” 

• Continue: “Since this is our first week in John, let’s look at our timeline 
and see where this story is found in our Bibles.”

• Display the timeline and help kids note the Bible book studied last week 
(Lamentations) and today’s Bible book (John). 

EXAMINE THE TEXT
• Direct kids to open their Bibles to John 12.
• Tell the Bible story in your own words. A Bible story page has been 

provided for you to use as a guide.
• Display the “Text Truth Strip” and ask kids “How did Jesus love and 

serve others?”
• Invite a volunteer to read John 12:35-36.
• Ask: “Who is the light?” (Jesus) “What was Jesus telling the people?” (He 

wouldn’t be around much longer.) “What did He warn them about those 
who walk in darkness?” (They won’t know where they are going.)

• Say: “We learn so much about Jesus as He began His final week of 
ministry before His crucifixion and resurrection. We see His triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem. We see Him teaching and predicting His own 
death. We see Old Testament prophecies fulfilled, and we see Jesus 
washing His disciples’ feet.”

• Continue: “We get a glimpse into our Savior and how, even as He knew 
His time on earth was coming to an end, He was leading as many as 
He could to understand He is the Savior. Jesus’ entire mission on earth 
was about to be fulfilled, and He was preparing the hearts and minds of 
those around Him for His death and resurrection.” 

• Display “Jesus’ Final Week” poster and discuss all the events that 
happened in Jesus’ life. 

• Say: “The triumphal entry is just the beginning of the most holy week for 
Christians. Next week we will see how Christ overcame the tomb!”
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BIBLE STUDY

PLAY THE VIDEO
• Play the “Session 6” video.
• Ask: “What problem was Joel trying to solve? What was the answer to 

the problem? What are some of the ways Joel tried to solve the problem? 
Whose example did Joel finally learn from? What can we learn from 
Jesus’ example of serving others?”

MEMORY VERSE
• Show the “John 17:3” poster.
• Read the poster out loud together.
• Repeat the verse a few times until kids get comfortable with saying it.
• Explain that eternal life is a life forever with Jesus, and the only way to 

have eternal life is through belief in Jesus.

PRAYER
• Look at the “John” poster and ask a few volunteers to read it aloud.
• Point out the “Why” section. John was written “To tell of the miracles 

Jesus performed, the teachings Jesus shared, and about His death and 
resurrection, so that John’s audience might believe in Jesus and be 
saved.” 

• Say: “What an amazing reason to have the Gospel of John! Let’s pray for 
those in our lives who need to hear the Book of John and the good news 
of Jesus. Let’s pray they will believe in Jesus and be saved!”

• Pray for family and friends who need to know and love Jesus.
• Distribute the Family Cards and remind kids to share them with their 

family.
• Dismiss to Small Group. 
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SMALL GROUP

TRIUMPHANT ENTRY RACE
Tools: 2 baskets of dress up clothes or rags, tape or cones, “Review Questions” (Printables)

 ¨ Mark off two lanes with tape or cones where kids can go down to one end and return. Spread out the clothes 

or rags on the lanes so kids can crawl over them.

• Remind kids that Jesus entered into Jerusalem on a donkey and not in a fancy, beautiful chariot. While He 

rode, the people waved palm branches and removed their cloaks and laid them on the road.

• Form two teams.
• Each member of the team will crawl over the clothes to the cone, answer a review question, and crawl back.

• The team with all players crossing the line first wins.

• Review the Text Truth: Jesus loved and served others even though He was the only one worthy of honor.

• Close by reminding kids how Jesus was a servant to us all when He paid for our sin.

TOOLS:
• Explorer Guides: Bibles, 

Explorer Guides, pens

SMALL GROUP (30 MINUTES)

EXPLORER GUIDES
• Distribute Explorer Guides and help boys and girls locate today’s pages, 

“Jesus’ Last Week.”
• Guide kids to examine the information in “The Distance Between 

Bethany and Jerusalem.”
• Direct kids to read about the “Statue of Jesus Washing Peter’s Feet.” 
• Help kids think about reasons they have for “Praising Jesus.”
• Choose a few volunteers to read “Washing Around the World.”
• Guide girls and boys to apply today’s Bible truths by responding to the 

prompts in “Serving Others.”

TECH CONNECT (OPTIONAL)
• Prior to Small Group, download the LifeWay Kids app. Use the activity 

labeled “Explorer Plus” in the Explore the Bible: Kids section of the app.

ACTIVITIES
• Select one or more of the activities to complete as time allows. 

MOVE
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SMALL GROUP

PALM BRANCHES 
Tools: green paper, scissors, “Palm Branch” 
(Printables), markers 

 ¨ Copy the outline of the palm branch onto the 

green paper.

• Give kids a palm branch and guide them to 
cut it out.

• Help kids write the Text Truth on their palm 

branch.
• Remind kids that the people heard Jesus was 

coming and so they gathered palm branches 

and went out to meet Him.
• Once everyone has cut out their palm branch, 

line the kids up across from each other.
• Lead boys and girls to shout “Hosanna! 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 

Lord!” while waving their palm branches.
• Remind kids that Jesus came to bring peace, 

to serve us, and is worthy of our honor and 
praise.

• Conclude by reviewing the Text Truth: Jesus 

loved and served others even though He was 

the only one worthy of honor.

THE GOSPELS
Tools: Bible, dry erase board, dry erase marker

 ¨ Write the these Bible references across the 
top of a dry erase board: Matthew 21:1-17, 
Mark 11:1-11, Luke 19:29-40, and 
John 12:12-19.

 ¨ Tip: If your group struggles with reading, 
choose fewer passages to examine.

• Say: “Today we are celebrating Palm Sunday, 
which is the remembrance of Jesus’ making 
His triumphal entry into Jerusalem. This is 
one of the few incidents in the life of Jesus 
that appears in all four Gospels.”

• Lead kids to open their Bibles to 
Matthew 21:1-17 and invite a volunteer to 
read it.

• Help kids open their Bibles to Mark 11:1-11 
and ask a volunteer to read it.

• Guide boys and girls to open their Bibles to 
Luke 19:29-40 and choose a volunteer to 
read it.

• Direct kids to open their Bibles to 
John 12:12-19 and select a volunteer to read 
the passage. 

• Ask: “What are some of the differences in the 
different accounts of the Gospels? What are 
some of the similarities?” Record the answers 
on the dry erase board.

• Remind kids that even though the accounts 
of the Gospels vary, they are all pointing us to 
Jesus who is worthy of our honor and praise. 

• Conclude by reviewing the Text Truth: Jesus 
loved and served others even though He was 
the only one worthy of honor.

SMALL GROUP

EXPLORE

MAKE
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