
FOR THE 
LEADER

Jesus’ Last Week
John 12:12–13:15

John chapter 12 serves as a shift in the story of Jesus. The first 11 chapters of the Book 
of John encompass nearly 3 years of Jesus’ public ministry. The final 10 chapters of the 
book deal with one single week. This week deals with life, death, and resurrection and its 
importance is highlighted by John as he spends much of his book focused on these events. 

Jesus had spent the night in Bethany at the home of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus whom 
Jesus had recently raised from the dead. At that time, Mary anointed Jesus with expensive 
perfume. The rest of this chapter shows Jesus as the Messiah, who would save His people 
from their sins. Mary’s anointing of Jesus leads directly into the triumphal entry. The 
crowds gathering in Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover heard Jesus was coming, and they 
went out with their palm branches to greet Him. 

John’s account of what we call “The Triumphal Entry” is the shortest and least exciting 
of the four Gospel accounts. John chose to focus on Jesus, the coming King, instead of 
the events that surrounded His actual arrival into Jerusalem. John tells us the crowd that 
witnessed the resurrection of Lazarus was testifying about Jesus, and others heard their 
testimony and came to worship Jesus, too. The words of the crowd in John 12:13 testify 
that the crowd knew they were welcoming the Messiah, but Jesus was not what they 
expected their Messiah to be. 

Later, Jesus knew that the time had come for Him to leave the earth and return to God. 
To leave an everlasting impression on His disciples about what true servanthood looked 
like, Jesus removed His outer garment and washed the feet of the disciples. Taking the role 
of a household servant, Jesus showed that no one was above servanthood. Jesus gave an 
example for people to follow, and through His life and actions, Jesus served others, even 
though He was the only One worthy of honor. 
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OVERVIEW

GET STARTED TOOLS  
(10 MINUTES)

 ¨ Bible Skills: “Bible Book 
Cards” (Printables), bowl, 
Bible Timeline for Kids

To order a set of the Bible 
Timeline for Kids (Item 
No. 005811866) contact 
Lifeway’s Customer Service 
at 1.800.458.2772 or 
online at www.lifeway.com.

.  

BIBLE STUDY TOOLS  
(35 MINUTES)

 ¨ Jump In: “Statue of 
Jesus” (Slide)

 ¨ Examine the Text: 
Bibles, “Bible Books” 
(Books of the Bible 
Posters), bowl, pitcher 
with water, towel, “Text 
Truth Strips” (Poster 
Pack)

 ¨ Video: Explore the Bible 
on Location video

 ¨ Memory Verse: “Christ 
in Context: John” and 
“John 17:3” (Poster Pack), 
sticky notes

 ¨ Prayer: Family Cards

SMALL GROUP TOOLS  
(30 MINUTES)

 ¨ Explorer Guides: Bibles, 
Explorer Guides, pens

 ¨ Move: shoes, bed sheet, 2 
boxes/buckets

 ¨ Make: different colors of 
green construction paper, 
paint stirring sticks, 
pencils, glue/tape, scissors

 ¨ Explore: soaps of 
different colors, small 
and large bowls, cheese 
graters, warm water, 
ziplock bags, “Allergy 
Alert” (Printables)

SESSION FOCUS
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 12:12–13:15
MEMORY VERSE: John 17:3
TEXT TRUTH: Jesus loved and served others.
CHRIST  IN CONTEXT: The Book of John reveals Jesus as the Word of God who became 

flesh. Jesus used the personal name of God, I am, seven times in the Gospel to 
declare that He is God. John’s Gospel describes the eternal, all-knowing, ever-
present, and all-powerful nature of Christ.
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BIBLE STORY

EXPLORE THE  
BIBLE AT HOME
See the Printables for 
additional family resources.

JESUS’ LAST WEEK
John 12:12–13:15

Jesus and His disciples walked toward Jerusalem. A large crowd gathered. 

The people took palm branches and went to meet Jesus on the road. The 
people shouted, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord!”

Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a young donkey as the prophet Zechariah had 
prophesied long ago. People had seen Jesus raise Lazarus from the dead and 
were talking about it. The religious leaders were upset that the people were 
following Jesus.

Later Jesus and the disciples were in a room in Jerusalem. Jesus knew that 
soon He would have to leave the disciples. Jesus loved the disciples and He 
wanted them to understand how to serve other people.

After supper, Jesus stood up and got a towel. He poured water into a bowl 
and began to wash and dry the disciples’ feet.

When Jesus came to Peter, Peter asked, “Lord, are You going to wash my 
feet?”

Jesus told Peter, “What I am doing, you will not understand now. Later you 
will understand.”

When Jesus had washed all of their feet, He asked them, “Do you know 
what I have done for you?”

“I have given you an example. You should do what I have done for you.”

KEY POINTS   
• We should want to praise God more than anyone else in our lives.
• Jesus showed us His love and humility by doing the job of a servant.
• We should see everyone as people Jesus died to save instead of seeing 

ourselves as more important than some people.
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GET STARTED

BIBLE SKILLS SPOTLIGHT
• Pronounces some of the names of Bible people, places, and things 

mentioned in the Bible.
• Memorizes individual Bible verses.

TOOLS:
• Bible Skills: “Bible Book 

Cards” (Printables), bowl, 
Bible Timeline for Kids

GET STARTED (10 MINUTES)

BIBLE SKILLS
• Form children into groups.
• Give each group a set of the New Testament “Bible Book Cards.”
• Explain that you are going to give a description, and each group must 

bring you a Bible Book Card that meets that description, and place it in 
the bowl.

• Say: “Bring me a book of the Bible that…”
▸▸ Begins with an M.
▸▸ Is a person’s name.
▸▸ Has a 2 in it.
▸▸ Has four syllables.
▸▸ Comes anywhere before the Book of Hebrews.
▸▸ Is a letter written by Paul.
▸▸ Ends with an S.
▸▸ Is in the New Testament.
▸▸ Has seven letters.
▸▸ Is the last book of the Bible.
▸▸ Comes anywhere after the Book of Titus.
▸▸ Is not in the Old Testament.
▸▸ Is one of the four Gospels.
▸▸ Has at least three vowels.

• Continue asking similar questions or repeating the ones above.
• Play until at least one group is out of cards.
• Say: “Today we will jump ahead to the New Testament and hear from the 

Book of John. Who remembers which book we talked about last week?” 
(Lamentations) “Is Lamentations in the Old or New Testament?” (Old)

• Show the Bible Timeline for Kids and help children see some major events 
that took place between last week’s Bible book and today’s Bible book.

• Dismiss to Bible Study. 
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BIBLE STUDY

TOOLS:
• Jump In: “Statue of Jesus” 

(Slide)
• Examine the Text: Bibles, 

“Bible Books” (Books of the 
Bible Posters), bowl, pitcher 
with water, towel, “Text 
Truth Strips” (Poster Pack)

• Play the Video: Explore the 
Bible on Location video

• Memory Verse: “Christ 
in Context: John” and 
“John 17:3” (Poster Pack), 
sticky notes

• Prayer: Family Cards

BIBLE STUDY (35 MINUTES)

JUMP IN
• Welcome boys and girls to Bible study and display the “Statue of Jesus” 

visual.
• Point out that in today’s object, Jesus is the One kneeling on the floor.
• Ask: “What is Jesus doing? How many of you would like to be in Jesus’ 

position and wash your friend’s feet? How many of you would like to be 
in the disciple’s position instead?”

• Say: “When Jesus lived on earth, washing feet was the job of a servant. 
Can you imagine how dirty your feet would be if you walked everywhere 
you went and only wore sandals on your feet? Everyone’s feet were dirty, 
so when people entered into a house, it was common for a servant to 
wash their feet. Do you think it’s odd that Jesus, a pretty important 
person, was doing a job that was meant for servants?”

• Conclude: “As we dig into the text of God’s Word today, let’s see why 
Jesus was doing the job of a servant.”

EXAMINE THE TEXT
• Challenge everyone to open their Bibles to the Book of John.
• Say: “John is one of the four Gospels. Does that mean it is in the Old 

Testament or the New Testament?” (New)
• Encourage children to use the “Bible Books” poster for help finding John.
• Explain: “Today we will look at chapter 12, starting in verse 12.” Remind 

boys and girls that a chapter is marked with big numbers and verses are 
marked with little numbers, so they are looking for a big 12 and then a 
little 12, too.

• Tell the group you are going to tell the Bible story, and then you will look 
at the text together to make sure what you say is true to God’s Word.

• Tell the Bible story in your own words. Use the Bible story page as a 
guide. Consider using props such as a bowl, pitcher with water, and a 
towel as you tell about Jesus washing the disciples’ feet.

• Share: “Our story said that the people were shouting ‘Hosanna’ as Jesus 
came into town. Let’s see if we can find the word ‘Hosanna’ in your Bible. 
It should be in John 12:13.”

• Invite children to put their finger on the word “Hosanna” when they find 
it and ask a volunteer to read the verse.

• Explain: “The word Hosanna actually means ‘save now,’ so if your Bible 
doesn’t use the word Hosanna, it probably uses a different word that 
means save now or even praise God because the people were excited and 
praising God that their Savior had come, even though they didn’t know 
exactly what that meant yet.”

• Continue: “Let’s read and see what happened a few days later.”
• Read John 13:1 and share that Jesus loved His disciples and He was 

about to show them just how much He loved them.
• Choose a volunteer to read John 13:4-5.
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BIBLE STUDY

• Ask: “How did Jesus show His disciples how much He loved them? By 
washing their feet. He took off His robe (which would sort of be like us just 
taking off our coat and pushing up our sleeves), and He got ready to get wet.”

• Display the “Text Truth Strip” and read it together.
• Say: “Yes, Jesus loved and served others. He loved people by serving 

them.”
• Invite children to share ways they can show their love for others by 

serving them. Encourage adults to share, as well.
• Conclude: “Do you think Jesus just loved and served His disciples? No! 

Jesus washed Judas’ feet even though He knew Judas would betray Him. 
When we follow Jesus’ example it’s important for us not only to love 
people who are like us and are easy to love, but also to love and serve 
people who are different than us or who might even be difficult to love.”

PLAY THE VIDEO
• Play the “Session 6” video.
• Ask: “What problem was Joel trying to solve? What was the answer to 

the problem? What are some of the ways Joel tried to solve the problem? 
Whose example did Joel finally learn from? What can we learn from 
Jesus’ example of serving others?”

MEMORY VERSE
• Display and read the “Christ in Context: John” poster.
• Say: “Not only is our text from John today, but also our Memory Verse.”
• Show the “John 17:3” poster.
• Invite boys and girls to read the verse aloud with you.
• Use sticky notes to cover up a few words at a time and challenge kids to 

continue saying the verse.
• When the entire verse is covered, select a volunteer to recite the verse.

PRAYER
• Distribute a Family Card to each child.
• Tell children that as they see this week’s object on their card, they can 

remember how Jesus loved and served others.
• Before praying, ask children who God wants them to love and serve this 

week.
• Close in prayer asking God for opportunities to love and serve the 

people we see and interact with this week. Use specific names that were 
mentioned by kids.

• Dismiss to Small Group.
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SMALL GROUP

SECRET SHOE SELECT
Tools: shoes, bed sheet, 2 boxes/buckets

 ¨ Create a divider in the middle of the play area by either hanging a bed sheet from the ceiling or by draping the 

sheet over a row of chairs. Place a box/bucket opposite each side of the sheet.

• Ask kids to take off their shoes and place them in two piles, one shoe on each side of the sheet.

• Form two teams and help them line up for a relay.

• The first player on Team 1 will select one shoe from the pile and place it in the bucket. He may use 3 words to 

describe the shoe that he has chosen. The first player on Team 2 must select the matching shoe based off of 

the description given. 

• When both teams have a shoe in their bucket, a leader will reveal if the matching shoe was chosen.

• Continue until all shoes are paired, but don’t have children put their shoes back on yet.

• Say: “We don’t normally play games with shoes, do we? Actually it’s a little weird, isn’t it? Some of you might 

not have been comfortable picking up someone else’s shoe. If our shoes are this dirty, can you imagine how 

dirty our feet would be if we walked around in sandals every single place we went?”

• Connect: “Jesus overlooked the fact of how dirty the feet of His disciples were. He didn’t care about that. He 

wanted to show them just how much He loved them. Jesus loved and served others.”

• If time allows, play the game again, allowing Team 2 to describe the shoe with Team 1 finding the match.

TOOLS:
• Explorer Guides: Bibles, 

Explorer Guides, pens

SMALL GROUP (30 MINUTES)

EXPLORER GUIDES
• Distribute Explorer Guides and help boys and girls locate today’s pages, 

“Jesus’ Last Week.”
• Guide kids to examine the information in “Are We There, Yet?”
• Direct kids to read about the “Statue of Jesus Washing Peter’s Feet.” 
• Help kids think about reasons they have for praising Jesus as they solve 

the “Dot to Dot.”
• Choose a few volunteers to read “Washing Around the World.”
• Guide girls and boys to apply today’s Bible truths by responding to the 

prompts in “Serving Others.”

TECH CONNECT (OPTIONAL)
• Prior to Small Group, download the LifeWay Kids app. Use the activity 

labeled “Explorer Plus” in the Explore the Bible: Kids section of the app.

ACTIVITIES
• Select one or more of the activities to complete as time allows. 

MOVE
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SMALL GROUP

MAKE A PALM  
BRANCH
Tools: different colors of green construction 
paper, paint stirring sticks, pencils, glue/tape, 
scissors

 ¨ Tip: If kids struggle with cutting, create strips 

instead of handprints. 

• Guide children to trace their hands with a 
pencil several times on different colors of 
green construction paper.

• Cut out handprints.
• Beginning about an inch from the bottom of 

the stirring stick, help kids glue/tape their 
handprints along the stirring stick alternating 

different colors of green handprints as they go 

up the stick.
• Say: “As Jesus entered Jerusalem during His 

last week on earth, people filled the streets 

to welcome Him like a king by placing coats 

and palm branches on the road. People 
didn’t really understand what kind of King 
He was, though. Some wanted Him to be 
an earthly king who would rule as a national 

leader and restore their nation to its former 

glory. However, Jesus came as a different 
kind of King. One who would humble Himself 

completely.”
• Conclude by reviewing the Text Truth: Jesus 

loved and served others.

SOAP & SUDS
Tools: soap bars of different colors, small 
and large bowls, cheese graters, warm water, 
plastic spoons, ziplock bags, “Allergy Alert” 
(Printables)

 ¨ Use cheese graters to grate soap, keeping 
the shavings sorted by color in separate 
bowls.

• Distribute small bowls to every child. Guide 
them to choose and scoop some of the colors 
into their bowls.

• Kids can add warm water to their bowls to 
moisten their soap shavings. Advise them not 
to drown their shavings, simply wet them a 
little.

• Allow boys and girls to mix the water 
and shavings together until they have a 
consistency similar to play dough.

• Recap today’s Bible story, emphasizing the 
act of Jesus washing His disciples’ feet.

• Put each kid’s soap in a ziplock bag to take 
home.

• Connect: “When you use this soap at home, 
remember Jesus as He washed the feet of His 
disciples. Jesus loved and served others.”

SMALL GROUP

EXPLORE

MAKE
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