DATE: Saturday - Sunday, May 9-10, 2020
SERIES: LIVING IN THE PARENTHESIS: Steps to a Joyful and Meaningful Life
SERMON: The Sword that Brings Peace and Joy

2 Timothy 3:16 – 4:5 NIV
[3:16] All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness,
[17] so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.
[4:1] In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of
his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge:
[2] Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great
patience and careful instruction.
[3] For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own
desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to
hear.
[4] They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.
[5] But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all
the duties of your ministry.
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What should I do with the Bible?
1. ____________ and ____________ Scripture
•

“There simply is no healthy Christian life apart from a diet of the milk and meat of Scripture.”
-Donald Whitney

•

Luke 11:28 He replied, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it.”

2. ____________ Scripture
•

Ezra 7:10 For Ezra had devoted himself to the study and observance of the Law of the LORD, and to
teaching its decrees and laws in Israel.

3. ________________ Scripture.

4. ________________ on Scripture.
•

Meditation is deep thinking on the truths and spiritual realities revealed in Scripture

5. ____________ Scripture ruthlessly to yourself.
•

James 1:22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.

•

“Take every word as spoken to yourself” - Thomas Watson

Lagniappe
We are not yet ready to announce the date when we will re-gather as the church, but that date is getting
closer all the time.
Remember, the church is not re-opening; it is simply re-gathering. The church has not been closed. It has
been open and working, and I simply cannot tell you how proud I am of how you have responded in this
difficult time.
Here is what you need to know for when we do re-gather as the church.
First, it will be a safe, thought out, touchless experience. We are going to do everything in our power to
make you feel comfortable as you “get out” and back into the world.
You will not have to open doors or touch any surfaces. We will have attendants all around to wipe down the
areas where you do touch. We will have restroom attendants for sanitation purposes and special devices so
that you can open the door with your foot.
We will not pass an offering plate, but you can place your offering in a box as you leave the worship center.
We will not touch one another, but we will greet each other warmly.
Second, we will go overboard in cleanliness. We will sanitize after each worship service. In order to have
the time to do this, we will need to move the 9:30 service temporarily to 9:00. This will give us the time we
need to get people out, people in, and clean in between.
Once we get our connect groups meeting on campus again, we will move back to the original time of 9:30.
Third, we will emphasize families worshiping together, and we will seek to make it kid and teen friendly.
Fourth, the governor’s press conference indicated that churches could have 25% of the fire marshal
occupancy. That would allow us to have 628 people at each of our three weekend worship services, a
number more than adequate for the first few weeks.
We do not expect vulnerable people to attend. We also know many will be hesitant. Please do not feel that
we are pushing you to re-gather. Until you feel comfortable, please continue to worship with us by the
online service.
We love you deeply and miss you greatly.
I look forward to seeing you for weekend worship.

Waylon

