
FOR THE 
LEADER

Zephaniah, Prophet to Judah
Zephaniah

Like other minor prophets, very little is known of the man Zephaniah. The first verse of his 
book traces his lineage back four generations giving us some idea of who he was and when 
he lived. Whether the Hezekiah mentioned in this lineage is the king of Judah, cannot 
really be verified. Zephaniah would have been clearly identified as an Israelite. Zephaniah’s 
prophecy is distinctive in that he shares some of the darkest prophetic language, but also 
offers some of the greatest hope for the future. 

Shockingly, Zephaniah began his prophecy by announcing the day of the Lord, or, as he 
states, the total destruction of everything on the face of the earth—including Jerusalem. 
It is pretty dark! Because of sin, nothing would escape God’s wrath. The rest of the book 
methodically laid out for the people the sin for which they would be condemned. The 
people had sinned and God was not pleased. Zephaniah’s warning, while bleak, would 
encourage the residents of Judah to change their attitudes and begin to follow God with 
their whole hearts. As part of that encouragement, Zephaniah began to talk specifically to 
the people of Judah. God was announcing a cleansing of the nation from the idol worship 
prominent in their midst. Hope still existed for those who turned from their sin and 
followed God—a promise that still exists for us today.

Similar to Habakkuk, the prophet Zephaniah shared a series of woes against Judah’s 
enemies. These woes shed light on the fact that God indeed is the one true God of all the 
earth, not just in Judah. Sin is terrible and our holy God cannot ignore sin, but He will 
forgive and restore us when we repent. 

Though Zephaniah’s prophecy was bleak in the beginning, the book ends with some of 
the greatest hope from any of the Minor Prophets. While God’s judgment was sure, God 
would still maintain a remnant of people who would one day reinhabit Jerusalem. The new 
Jerusalem would be a place where followers of God did indeed follow God. 
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OVERVIEW

GET STARTED TOOLS 
(10 MINUTES)

 ¨ Bible Skills: “Bible Book 
Cards” (Printables)

BIBLE STUDY TOOLS 
(35 MINUTES)

 ¨ Jump In: “Zephaniah” 
(Books of the Bible 
Posters), “Exile and 
Return Map” and “Text 
Truth Strips” (Poster 
Pack), strange hat or 
other outlandish change 
to your appearance, Bible 
Timeline for Kids

 ¨ Examine the Text: 
Bibles, “The Gospel” 
(Printables) 

 ¨ Video: Explore the Bible 
on Location video

 ¨ Memory Verse: 
“Zephaniah 3:17” (Poster 
Pack)

 ¨ Prayer: Family Cards, 
“Warrior Frieze” (Slides)

SMALL GROUP TOOLS 
(30 MINUTES)

 ¨ Move: trash can, scrap 
paper, “Christ in Context: 
Zephaniah” (Poster Pack)

 ¨ Make: roll craft paper, 
markers, bright spotlight 
(or lamp that can be 
aimed)

 ¨ Explore: Bibles, 
bandana, “The Gospel” 
(Printables)

SESSION FOCUS
BIBLE PASSAGE: Zephaniah
MEMORY VERSE: Zephaniah 3:17
TEXT TRUTH: Our holy God cannot ignore our sin, but He will forgive us and restore us 
when we repent.
CHRIST IN CONTEXT: The Book of Zephaniah records the prophecies Zephaniah made 
about God’s judgment on Israel for the coming Day of the Lord. Those who trust in Jesus 
will celebrate the Day of the Lord with great joy. God promised to restore Israel and send 
an eternal King. God’s promise was fulfilled in Jesus, our eternal divine King. 
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BIBLE STORY

EXPLORE THE  
BIBLE AT HOME
See the Printables for 
additional family resources.

ZEPHANIAH, PROPHET TO JUDAH
Zephaniah

Judah had many kings. Some of the kings led the people to worship God. 
Some of the kings led the people to worship false gods. King Josiah wanted 
to lead the people to worship God. He had many of the false idols in Judah 
destroyed. 

Zephaniah was a prophet to God’s people while Josiah was the king. 
Although some of the people repented of their sin, not everyone did. God 
gave Zephaniah a message to warn the people of the consequences of their 
sin. Sin always destroys. God warned that the people’s sin would result in 
Judah and Jerusalem being destroyed one day. 

Zephaniah warned the people, “The great day of the Lord is near.” The day 
of the Lord is a day when God will judge His enemies for their sin and bless 
His followers for their faithfulness. 

“Seek the Lord, everyone who is humble and obeys His commands,” 
Zephaniah said. “Seek righteousness. Seek humility.” 

On the Day of the Lord, Moab and Cush and Nineveh and many other 
places will be punished for their sin. God’s people expected Him to punish 
their enemies. But Zephaniah also warned the people of Jerusalem and 
Judah that they would be punished for their sin too. The leaders of Judah 
were sinful. The priests did not honor God. The officials and judges were not 
honoring God. 

Zephaniah spoke of a day when God would call people from all nations to 
Him. The people will follow God and serve Him. Those who are humble and 
seek the Lord will be protected. 

God did not leave His people without hope. Zephaniah told of a day when 
God would be with His people. “The Lord will be with you and you will 
never fear again. The Lord is the mighty one who saves. God will delight in 
you. You will know His love and joy.” 

God promised, “I will bring My people back together. I will make you 
renowned and praised. I will restore you.” 

KEY POINTS   
• God sent Zephaniah as a prophet to warn the people of the seriousness 

of their sin.
• Zephaniah warned the people that God would eventually bring 

consequences for their sin.
• He also promised that a day would come when God would take complete 

control and bring His people back together.
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GET STARTED

BIBLE SKILLS SPOTLIGHT
• Locates all the books of the Bible in a limited time frame.

• Knows the Bible is the only inspired, written Word of God.

TOOLS::
• Bible Skills: “Bible Book 

Cards” (Printables)

GET STARTED (10 MINUTES)

BIBLE SKILLS
• Ask the group to identify the group of twelve books that includes last 

week’s text, Habakkuk (Minor Prophets). Emphasize that the Minor 
Prophets are not called minor because of unimportance but because their 
books are generally shorter than the Major Prophets.

• Challenge the kids to name any of the Major Prophets that they can 
remember. (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, and Daniel)

• Arrange the “Bible Book Cards” for the Minor Prophets (Hosea to Malachi) 
in proper order on a table. Review the order of the books by working 
through the twelve and pointing to a different, random individual to 
name the next book.

• Ask: “What makes the messages of our pastor different from the 
messages contained in these twelve books?” Emphasize that although 
some of a pastor’s messages might be words from God, they are different 
because they are not written and applicable to all believers everywhere.

• Note that the messages of the Minor Prophets were inspired by God 
and intended, first, for a certain audience in the distant past. Insist 
that, unlike a typical Sunday sermon, God has preserved these written 
messages throughout the centuries to speak to us today.

• Form two teams. Instruct one team to turn around while the second 
team switches up to three pairs of book cards.

• Allow the first team to try to return the cards to the proper order. Switch 
assignments and repeat the process.

• Conclude by reinforcing the correct order of Minor Prophet books. 
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BIBLE STUDY

TOOLS:
• Jump In: Zephaniah” (Books 

of the Bible Posters), “Exile 
and Return Map” and 
“Text Truth Strips” (Poster 
Pack), strange hat or other 
outlandish change to your 
appearance, Bible Timeline 
for Kids

• Examine the Text: Bibles, 
“The Gospel” (Printables) 

• Video: Explore the Bible on 
Location video

• Memory Verse: 
“Zephaniah 3:17” (Poster 
Pack)

• Prayer: Family Cards, 
“Warrior Frieze” (Slides)

BIBLE STUDY (35 MINUTES)

JUMP IN 
• Before beginning, do something outlandish to your appearance, such as 

wear a ridiculous hat or put on a very mismatching jacket, but behave as 
if everything is normal.

• Display the “Exile and Return Map” as the kids locate Zephaniah 1 in 
their Bibles. Allow a volunteer to point out the basic geography of the 
exile: Judah, Jerusalem, Babylon, and Persia.

• Point out that Zephaniah was a prophet to Judah. Refer to the 
“Zephaniah” poster, drawing attention to some of the pertinent facts 
included there. Ask someone to once again point out Judah on the map.

• Display the timeline and help kids note the Bible book studied last week 
(Habakkuk) and today’s Bible book (Zephaniah).

• Explain that Zephaniah, like Habakkuk last week, brought his message 
before the exile to Babylon. Ask: “Does that put Zephaniah before or 
after Ezra and Nehemiah?” Agree that Zephaniah came before these two 
books and their events.

• Ask the kids why they seem to be looking at you so strangely. Pretend to 
be confused and then realize that it is your hat (or whatever you have done). 
Say: “Is this really hard to ignore?”

• Agree to set the hat aside and do so.
• Note that some things are just too obvious and attention-drawing to 

ignore.
• Display the “Text Truth Strip” and read it with the group: “Our holy God 

cannot ignore our sin, but He will forgive us and restore us when 
we repent.”

EXAMINE THE TEXT
• Invite the group, already in their Bibles at Zephaniah 1, to discover 

how many chapters this book contains (3). Ask: “Is that more or less 
than Habakkuk?” Agree that both of these Minor Prophets have three 
chapters. Point out that the chapter and verse divisions, unlike the words 
and messages that they divide, are not inspired but were added by people 
at a later date to make it easier to read.

• Share the Bible story in your own words to provide an overview of 
Zephaniah’s message. A Bible story page has been provided as a guide.

• Challenge the group to read through Zephaniah 1 and discover any good 
or hopeful news. Note that in most cases, God’s prophets came in times 
when God was displeased with people, so their messages were usually 
full of bad news—the consequences of the people’s sin. Allow the kids to 
share some of the bad news that they find there.

• Note that among the 53 verses in this book, only about 15 of them are 
good or hopeful news.
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BIBLE STUDY

• Ask volunteers to read Zephaniah 2:1-3 to discover some hopeful news. 
Allow the group to paraphrase this passage to see that it calls people to 
turn from their sin and repent.

• Emphasize that even though God’s prophets usually came with bad 
news, they almost always had a good news message as well, typically 
a message that touches on God’s plan for redemption through Jesus. 
Examine a few verses from Zephaniah 3:9-20 (example: 14-17) to reveal 
the positive message of the book.

• Remind the kids of the pattern of God’s response to sin from the “Text 
Truth Strip.”

• Review “The Gospel” page as time allows.

PLAY THE VIDEO
• Play the Session 6 video.
• Ask: “What was wrong with Joel’s toy, oven, and knee in today’s video?” 

How did Joel try to fix everything? Did it work? What has broken our 
relationship with God? Who can fix it?” (Only Jesus!)

MEMORY VERSE
• Display the “Zephaniah 3:17” poster, inviting the group to read the verse 

aloud together. Help them to learn this verse by asking these questions 
and directing them to answer with one of the lines of the verse (adjust 
answers based on your translation choice):

• “Where is God?” (The Lord your God is among you.)
• “What is He?” (A warrior who saves.)
• “How will He respond to us?” (He will rejoice over you with gladness.)
• “How will He show His love?” (He will be quiet in his love.)
• “How will He show His pleasure?” (He will delight in you with singing.)

PRAYER
• Display the “Warrior Frieze.”
• Draw attention to the “Warrior Frieze” image. Ask: “Why would you want 

this warrior to be pleased with you?”
• Emphasize that when God is displeased with us because of our sin, He is 

like a mighty warrior—very dangerous—but that when we repent of our 
sins, He is a strong ally for us.

• Remind the kids of your strange appearance earlier. Note that just as 
they could not ignore that look, God cannot just ignore our sins.

• Note that the most important part of becoming a follower of Jesus 
comes when we admit our sins and trust in Jesus as our Lord and Savior.

• Distribute the Family Cards. 
• Close the session in prayer, asking God to help each person present see 

their sins and turn from them.
• Dismiss to Small Groups.
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SMALL GROUP

MISS THE MARK
Tools: trash can, scrap paper, “Christ in Context: Zephaniah” (Poster Pack)

 ¨ Place the trash can in the middle of your space. Crumple up some scrap paper to make balls.

• Review the Text Truth: Our holy God cannot ignore our sin, but He will forgive us and restore us when we 

repent.
• Point out that one of the Bible’s words for sin means “miss the mark” or “miss the target.” Emphasize that any 

time we miss God’s standard of holiness, we miss the mark—we sin.

• Arrange the kids around the trash can at the same distance. Give each of them several paper wads.

• Allow each participant, in turn, to toss a wad into the can. On a hit, they need do nothing. On a miss, they 

should be required to answer one of these questions:

1) What is a sin, however small it seems, that people should confess to God?

2) What is a benefit of repenting of our sins?

3) How does God want to bless people when they repent of their sins?

• Remind the players that God cannot ignore sin but created a plan to rescue us from it.

• Display the “Christ in Context: Zephaniah” poster. Read the statement to boys and girls.

• Conclude by reminding them that the Book of Zephaniah records prophecies about God’s judgment on Israel 

for the coming Day of the Lord. Emphasize that those who trust in Jesus will celebrate the Day of the Lord 

with great joy. God promised to restore Israel and send an eternal King, a promise that was fulfilled through 

Jesus, our eternal, divine King.

TOOLS:
• Explorer Guides: Bibles, 

Explorer Guides, pens

SMALL GROUP (30 MINUTES)

EXPLORER GUIDES
• Give out Explorer Guides and help kids find today’s pages.
• Choose a volunteer to read aloud “Spotlight on Zephaniah.”
• Review today’s object, “Warrior Frieze.”
• Lead boys and girls to “Follow the Directions” to locate a special message. 
• Invite volunteers to read about different types of warnings in “Heads 

Up.”
• Allow girls and boys to locate Zephaniah 2:3 in their Bibles to complete 

the activity “What Are You Seeking?”

TECH CONNECT (OPTIONAL)
• Prior to Small Group, download the LifeWay Kids app. Use the activity 

labeled “Explorer Plus” in the Explore the Bible: Kids section of the app.

ACTIVITIES
• Select one or more of the activities to complete as time allows. 

MOVE
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SMALL GROUP

THE MIGHTY  
WARRIOR
Tools: roll craft paper, markers, bright spotlight 
(or lamp that can be aimed)

 ¨ Arrange for a space where the light can 

cast a roughly life-sized shadow onto a wall. 

Attach the paper to the wall.

• Arrange the group in a circle and direct 
them to each stand in a pose that they think 

represents a warrior. Go around the circle 
and comment on the strengths of the various 

poses.
• Agree on one participant to stand in the 

light and strike their “warrior” pose while the 

others draw the outline of the shadow on the 

paper.
• Allow the group to add details to create a 

fully featured warrior, complete with armor, 
weapons, or other accessories.

• Remind kids that Zephaniah called God a 
mighty warrior. Challenge the group, as they 

work, to consider in what ways God is like a 

warrior. Encourage them to label their warrior 

art with labels describing God as a warrior 
(Examples: all-powerful, wise).

• As the activity draws to a close, review the 
Text Truth: Our holy God cannot ignore our 

sin, but He will forgive us and restore us 
when we repent.

IGNORED SINS
Tools: Bibles, a bandana, “The Gospel” 
(Printables)

• Arrange the kids in a circle. Remind them 
that God cannot ignore sin, making it very 
important that we be aware of our sin.

• Ask girls and boys to locate Exodus 20:1-12 in 
their Bibles.

• Direct them to listen carefully as you read the 
first five commandments in turn. After each 
commandment, pause and invite one person 
to announce, “I have never done that.”

• Allow volunteers to take the bandana and 
wave it to interrupt. That person should then 
explain how people or kids their age commit 
that sin. Discuss before proceeding to the 
next commandment.

• Review the Text Truth: Our holy God cannot 
ignore our sin, but He will forgive us and 
restore us when we repent.

• Emphasize that talking about our struggles 
with sin helps us understand how much Christ 
has forgiven us.

• Invite kids to look up several of the verses 
listed in “The Gospel” page. Read and explain 
the gospel.

SMALL GROUP

EXPLORE

MAKE
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