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Zephaniah, Prophet to Judah
Zephaniah

Like other minor prophets, very little is known of the man Zephaniah. The first verse of his 
book traces his lineage back four generations giving us some idea of who he was and when 
he lived. Whether the Hezekiah mentioned in this lineage is the king of Judah, cannot 
really be verified. Zephaniah would have been clearly identified as an Israelite. Zephaniah’s 
prophecy is distinctive in that he shares some of the darkest prophetic language, but also 
offers some of the greatest hope for the future. 

Shockingly, Zephaniah began his prophecy by announcing the day of the Lord, or, as he 
states, the total destruction of everything on the face of the earth—including Jerusalem. 
It is pretty dark! Because of sin, nothing would escape God’s wrath. The rest of the book 
methodically laid out for the people the sin for which they would be condemned. The 
people had sinned and God was not pleased. Zephaniah’s warning, while bleak, would 
encourage the residents of Judah to change their attitudes and begin to follow God with 
their whole hearts. As part of that encouragement, Zephaniah began to talk specifically to 
the people of Judah. God was announcing a cleansing of the nation from the idol worship 
prominent in their midst. Hope still existed for those who turned from their sin and 
followed God—a promise that still exists for us today.

Similar to Habakkuk, the prophet Zephaniah shared a series of woes against Judah’s 
enemies. These woes shed light on the fact that God indeed is the one true God of all the 
earth, not just in Judah. Sin is terrible and our holy God cannot ignore sin, but He will 
forgive and restore us when we repent. 

Though Zephaniah’s prophecy was bleak in the beginning, the book ends with some of 
the greatest hope from any of the Minor Prophets. While God’s judgment was sure, God 
would still maintain a remnant of people who would one day reinhabit Jerusalem. The new 
Jerusalem would be a place where followers of God did indeed follow God. 
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OVERVIEW

GET STARTED TOOLS 
(10 MINUTES)

 ¨ Bible Skills: craft sticks, 
permanent marker, large 
cup, “Bible Books” (Books 
of the Bible Posters), 
Bibles

BIBLE STUDY TOOLS 
(35 MINUTES)

 ¨ Jump In: Bible Timeline 
for Kids, “Zephaniah” 
(Books of the Bible 
Posters), “Warrior Frieze” 
(Slides)

 ¨ Examine the Text: 
Bibles, “Text Truth 
Strips” and “Christ in 
Context: Zephaniah” 
(Poster Pack), “The 
Gospel” (Printables)

 ¨ Play the Video: Explore 
the Bible on Location 
video

 ¨ Memory Verse: dry 
erase board, dry erase 
marker, “Zephaniah 3:17” 
(Poster Pack)

 ¨ Prayer: Family Cards

SMALL GROUP TOOLS 
(30 MINUTES)

 ¨ Move: painter’s tape, 
music

 ¨ Make: ½ sheets of black 
construction paper, 
painter’s tape, chalk, 
wipes, “The Gospel” 
and “Allergy Alert” 
(Printables)

 ¨ Explore: painter’s tape, 
Bible, Optional: timer

SESSION FOCUS
BIBLE PASSAGE: Zephaniah
MEMORY VERSE: Zephaniah 3:17
TEXT TRUTH: God cannot ignore our sin, but He will forgive us when we repent.
CHRIST IN CONTEXT: The Book of Zephaniah records the prophecies Zephaniah made 
about God’s judgment on Israel for the coming Day of the Lord. Those who trust in Jesus 
will celebrate the Day of the Lord with great joy. God promised to restore Israel and send 
an eternal King. God’s promise was fulfilled in Jesus, our eternal divine King.
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BIBLE STORY

EXPLORE THE  
BIBLE AT HOME
See the Printables for 
additional family resources.

ZEPHANIAH, PROPHET TO JUDAH
Zephaniah

King Josiah wanted to lead the people to worship God. He had many of the 
false idols in Judah destroyed.

Zephaniah was a prophet to God’s people while Josiah was the king. 
Although some of the people repented of their sin, not everyone did. God 
gave Zephaniah a message to warn the people that their sin would result in 
Judah and Jerusalem being conquered. 

Zephaniah warned the people, “The great day of the Lord is near.” The day 
of the Lord is a day when God will judge His enemies for their sin and bless 
His followers for their faithfulness. 

“Seek the Lord, everyone who is humble and obeys His commands,” 
Zephaniah said. “Seek righteousness. Seek humility.”

On the Day of the Lord, Moab, Cush, Nineveh, and many other kingdoms 
would be punished for their sin. God’s people liked that. But Zephaniah 
warned that God’s people were sinning and would also be punished. The 
leaders of Judah were sinful. The priests did not honor God. The officials 
and judges were not honoring God.

Although the people would have consequences for their sin, God did not 
leave His people without hope. Zephaniah spoke of a day when God would 
call people from all nations to Him. The people will follow God and serve 
Him. Those who are humble and seek the Lord will be protected. “The Lord 
will be with you and you will never fear again. The Lord is the mighty one 
who saves. God will delight in you. You will know His love and joy.”

God promised, “I will bring My people back together. I will restore you.” 

KEY POINTS   
• When God tells us to do something, we should obey.
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GET STARTED

BIBLE SKILLS SPOTLIGHT
• Learns the Bible teaches that Jesus died on a cross, was buried, and 

was raised from the dead.
• Knows the Bible teaches people how God wants them to live.

• Learns that Bible truths never change.
• Memorizes individual Bible verses.

TOOLS:
• Bible Skills: craft sticks, 

permanent marker, large 
cup, “Bible Books” (Books 
of the Bible Posters), Bibles

GET STARTED (10 MINUTES)

BIBLE SKILLS
 ¨ Write the names of the books of the Old and New Testaments on the craft 
sticks with the permanent marker. Place the sticks into a cup. Display the “Bible 
Books” poster on a focal wall.

• Ask girls and boys to come to the cup and draw a stick. Ask each child 
which division of the Bible he can find the book drawn. Ask each child to 
find the book in his Bible. Continue playing until all the sticks have been 
drawn. 
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BIBLE STUDY

TOOLS:
• Jump In: Bible Timeline for 

Kids, “Zephaniah” (Books of 
the Bible Posters), “Warrior 
Frieze” (Slides)

• Examine the Text: Bibles, 
“Text Truth Strips” 
and “Christ in Context: 
Zephaniah” (Poster Pack), 
“The Gospel” (Printables)

• Play the Video: Explore the 
Bible on Location video

• Memory Verse: dry erase 
board, dry erase marker, 
“Zephaniah 3:17” (Poster 
Pack)

• Prayer: Family Cards

BIBLE STUDY (35 MINUTES)

JUMP IN 
• Begin: “Welcome back, everyone. Who can remember which prophet 

we studied last week? Habakkuk! We learned that when life does not 
make sense, we can still trust God. This week, we are going to learn 
from another prophet of Judah. We are going to learn from Zephaniah. 
Zephaniah wanted Judah to know that they needed to turn from their 
sin and follow God.”

• Reference the timeline. Help kids locate Habakkuk and Zephaniah.
• Display the “Warrior Frieze” image.
• Continue: “Our ‘Zephaniah’ poster tells us that this book was written to 

warn the people of Judah of the judgment that was coming. Because of 
their sin, Judah would face consequences. Sin does not make God happy. 
God cannot ignore our sin, but He will forgive us when we repent. 
Our object is a warrior. In the Book of Zephaniah God is described as a 
mighty warrior who saves. Let’s learn more!”

EXAMINE THE TEXT
• Say: “Let’s take our Bibles and find the Book of Zephaniah. I need two 

volunteers to read for me.”
• Ask volunteers to read Zephaniah 1:3 and 3:2.
• Ask: “How were the people of Judah acting?” (They were not obeying God. 

They were sinning. They did not trust God.) “What did God want to do to the 
people?” (To destroy the people and animals of the earth)

• Continue: “I stated earlier that sin does not make God happy. When 
we do not obey God, we sin. God cannot ignore our sin, but He will 
forgive us when we repent.”

• Ask a volunteer to read Zephaniah 2:3.
• Ask: “What did God ask the people to do?” (To seek the Lord and carry out 

His commands) 
• Continue: “God wants us to follow Him. Our sin separates us from God. 

When we trust Jesus to forgive us for our sins, we can celebrate because 
our punishment of death will be removed. We will then be able to live 
with God forever.”

• Tell the remainder of the story in your own words, using the Bible story 
page as a guide. Then share the gospel using “The Gospel” page as a guide.

• Display the “Christ in Context: Zephaniah” poster and read for kids how 
the Book of Zephaniah teaches us about Jesus.

• Display the “Text Truth Strip.”
• Conclude: “Our Text Truth reminds us that God cannot ignore our sin, 

but He will forgive us when we repent. God loves everyone. He wants 
the best for all of us. God shows us how to live through the Bible. We 
only need to trust and obey Him.”
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BIBLE STUDY

PLAY THE VIDEO
• Play the Session 6 video.
• Ask: “What was wrong with Joel’s toy, oven, and knee in today’s video? 

How did Joel try to fix everything? Did it work? What has broken our 
relationship with God? Who can fix it?” (Only Jesus!)

MEMORY VERSE
 ¨ Write the Memory Verse on the dry erase board. Display the “Zephaniah 3:17” 
poster.

• Say the Memory Verse in short segments and lead girls and boys to 
repeat them after you. 

• Erase one word from the Memory Verse. Say the verse again and ask girls 
and boys to insert the missing word. 

• Erase another word. Repeat the verse, inserting the missing words. 
• Continue playing in this manner until all the words are erased. 

Encourage your kids to use the “Zephaniah 3:17” poster for help.

PRAYER
• Distribute a Family Card to each kid.
• Say: “The people of Judah were sinning. This made God angry. Zephaniah 

prophesied about God’s judgment. God is holy and cannot be around sin. 
We all sin. Our sin separates us from God. God cannot ignore our sin, 
but He will forgive us when we repent. When we repent of our sin and 
trust Jesus as our Lord and Savior, God forgives our sins. This gives us a 
reason to celebrate.”

• Pray.
• Dismiss to Small Group.  
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SMALL GROUP

MUSICAL CROSSES
Tools: painter’s tape, music

 ¨ Make small X’s on the floor around the room. Make one large cross in the middle of the playing area. 

• Explain to the kids that they will walk around room while the music is playing. When the music stops, kids 

should find an X to stand on. Tell girls and boys that they can share any X. Ask one child to remove the X he is 

on. Play the music again. Remove another X. Continue playing until all the small X ’s have been removed and 

only the large cross remains.

• Ask: “What do we do now? We have no more X’s. What do we still have?” Lead kids to stand on the cross.

• Say: “We all sin. God cannot ignore our sin, but He will forgive us when we repent. Jesus died on a cross for 

our sin. When we repent and trust in Jesus, God forgives our sin. What are you all standing on? A cross. The 

cross is for everyone. Jesus is for us all!”

TOOLS:
• Explorer Guides: Bibles, 

Explorer Guides, pens

SMALL GROUP (30 MINUTES)

EXPLORER GUIDES
• Give out Explorer Guides and help kids find today’s pages.
• Choose a volunteer to read aloud “Spotlight on Zephaniah.”
• Review today’s object, “Warrior Frieze.”
• Lead girls and boys to locate a special message in “Circle Up!” 
• Invite volunteers to read about “Moab, Cush, and Nineveh.”
• Allow girls and boys to locate Zephaniah 2:3 in their Bibles to complete 

the activity “Bible Story Review.” (Answers: kings; worship; destroyed; 
prophet; sin; message; Jerusalem)

TECH CONNECT (OPTIONAL)
• Prior to Small Group, download the LifeWay Kids app. Use the activity 

labeled “Explorer Plus” in the Explore the Bible: Kids section of the app.

ACTIVITIES
• Select one or more of the activities to complete as time allows. 

MOVE
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SMALL GROUP

CHALK ART
Tools: ½ sheets of black construction paper, 
painter’s tape, chalk, wipes, “The Gospel” and 
“Allergy Alert” (Printables)

 ¨ Tape a cross on each kid’s piece of black 

construction paper.  

• Ask girls and boys to use the chalk and color 

all over the paper. Use different colors to 
give different effects. Instruct kids to smear 

the chalk around the painter’s tape. Remove 

the painter’s tape carefully from each child’s 

artwork. Give kids hand wipes to clean their 

hands. Review “The Gospel” page.
• Say: “God sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect 

solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 

the punishment we deserve. We all sin. God 

cannot ignore our sin, but He will forgive us 

when we repent. When we believe in Jesus, 

we can trust Him to forgive us from our sins. 

If you have questions about this, please come 

talk to me, another leader, or your parents.” 

FOLLOW ME
Tools: painter’s tape, Bible, Optional: timer

• Using the painter’s tape, make a straight line, 
a zigzag line and a curvy line in the playing 
area. Form 3 groups. Line each group up 
behind a line. Ask each group to race across 
the lines as quickly as possible. When they 
finish, ask your kids which group finished first. 
Lead each group to choose a different line 
and play again. Ask again who finished first. 
Play a third time in the same manner.

• Change it up: Ask everyone to go down the 
same line. Time the kids to see how fast they 
can get across each line. You can also ask 
them to hop, hop on one leg, skip, and so on 
across the lines.

• Say: “Which line is easier to get across? The 
straight line. God has a plan for our lives. 
His plan is perfect, straight like this line. 
Unfortunately, our lives are more like the 
zigzag or curvy lines. They are much harder. 
Our sin causes our lives to be more like the 
zigzag. God cannot ignore our sin, but He 
will forgive us when we repent.” 

• Read aloud a couple of verses to review the 
gospel: Romans 3:23; John 3:16; Acts 3:19; 
Romans 10:9-10,13.

SMALL GROUP

EXPLORE

MAKE
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