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Session 12: Continue to Grow

Continue to Grow
2 Peter 2–3 

Peter laid out for the believers at the end of chapter 1 the reason God’s Word could be 
trusted. The people needed to remember that the written words of the prophets came 
through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. To recognize false teachers among them, the 
churches could compare the truth of Scripture with the words being taught. If human 
authors were inspired by the Holy Spirit, then any preaching that did not line up with 
Scripture would be easily identified as false. 

Peter identified in his second letter some other characteristics of false teachers that 
would be further clues to their deceptive ways. False teachers could be spotted because they 
would be bold and arrogant. Their arrogance would go as far as to slander God’s created 
celestial beings—the angels. Though being slandered, the angels in turn would not slander 
God’s created earthly beings. False teachers were openly rebellious to God’s commands and 
presented themselves prominently at parties while openly acknowledging their deceptions. 
A third thing Peter warned about the false teachers would be their voracious pursuit of 
money. These teachers burned with greed, always seeking to secure financial resources to 
continue their riotous living and depraved teaching.

As a bookend to the first chapter, Peter dropped his discussion of false teachers in 
chapter 3 and moved to a note of encouragement for the churches. While false teachers still 
would abound, Peter encouraged the church to do their own study of the Scriptures so they 
would know the absolute truth. The best way to not be led astray by the counterfeit gospel 
was to know the truth as written by the prophets and teachers.

Finally, Peter spoke of the coming day of the Lord as he taught about Jesus’ eventual 
return. Jesus is coming back and while the church waited for Jesus to return, Peter 
instructed them to live with holy conduct and godliness. One day, when Jesus returns, 
believers will live with Him forever in a new heaven and on a new earth.   
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OVERVIEW

SESSION FOCUS
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Peter 2–3

MEMORY VERSE: Romans 15:13

BIBLE VERSE: 2 Peter 3:18a

TEXT TRUTH: We should continue learning about Jesus. 

BIBLE SKILLS SPOTLIGHT: Reads and locates Bible references. Begins to use the Bible for daily 
Bible reading. Understands and applies truth from a Bible verse.

BIBLE STUDY 
(35 MINUTES)

 ¨ Jump In: “Church in 
Ethiopia” and “Text Truth 
12” (Slides)

 ¨ Examine the Text: 
Bibles, “The Gospel” 
(Printables)

 ¨ Play the Video: Explore 
the Bible on Location 
video

 ¨ Memory Verse: 
“Romans 15:13” (Poster 
Pack), construction paper 
cut into bookmarks, 
markers, dry erase board 
and marker

 ¨ Prayer: Family Cards

APPLY THE TRUTH 
(20 MINUTES)

 ¨ Explorer Guides: 
Explorer Guides, pens, 
Bibles

 ¨ Review: “2 Peter” (Books 
of the Bible Posters)

 ¨ Tech Connect: 
(Optional): a device with 
the LifeWay Kids app

ACTIVITIES 
(20 MINUTES)

 ¨ Bible Skills: “Scripture 
References” (Printables), 
Bibles, “Bible Books” 
(Books of the Bible 
Posters), scissors

 ¨ Move: timer
 ¨ Make: scissors, large 
brown paper sacks (one 
per kid); crayons; wide-
ruled paper; stapler

 ¨ Explore: Spanish Bibles 
and Spanish Bible 
storybooks (check your 
local library), “Jesus Loves 
You” (Printable, one per 
kid), pencils

Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on Ministry Grid, Apple 
Podcasts, Spotify, LifeWay’s Digital Pass, or visit goexplorethebible.com/kids-training.
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BIBLE STORY

DON’T FORGET TO SEND HOME 
THESE FAMILY RESOURCES 
EACH WEEK.
•  “Explore the Bible At Home”   

 (Printables)
•   Explore the Bible: Kids   

 Family Cards

CHRIST IN CONTEXT:
The Book of 2 Peter affirms 
that Jesus will come again. 
Jesus is God’s Son whom 
Peter witnessed in His time 
on earth. Believers should 
pursue a God-honoring 
life, trusting God to provide 
everything they need, until 
Jesus returns.

CONTINUE TO GROW
2 Peter 2–3 

In his second letter to the church, Peter warned of false prophets who will 
only live selfishly. “They will teach dangerous lies about Jesus. They will 
cheat you because they are greedy. These are proud people who are not 
afraid to lie. They mislead those who are not continuing to learn about 
Jesus.” Peter warned the church about these false prophets so the church 
would not be led away from the truth of Jesus. 

“Don’t forget what the prophets and apostles taught,” Peter warned the 
believers. “There will be those who make fun of the promise that Christ will 
return because it has not happened yet.”

Then Peter reminded the people that God does not experience time like we 
do because God created time. “To the Lord one single day is like a thousand 
years, and a thousand years is like a single day. Jesus’ return is not delayed. 
God is patient and wants all to repent of their sin. However, one day Jesus 
will return.” 

Peter ended his letter with these words, “Dear friends, while you wait for 
Jesus, be on guard against false teachers. Continue to grow in the grace and 
knowledge of Jesus. Glory to God. Amen.”
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BIBLE STUDY

BIBLE STUDY (35 MINUTES)

Need an Opening Activity? Choose one of the activities in the Activities 
section and adapt it to introduce the session.

JUMP IN
• Begin: “I am so happy you decided to join us today! We are going to be 

reading in the New Testament again in the Book of 2 Peter.” 
• Ask: “Who wrote the Book of 2 Peter?” (Peter) “Who told Peter what to 

write?” (Holy Spirit)
• Display the “Church in Ethiopia” slide.
• Say: “This is a picture of a church that is located in Lalibela, Ethiopia. 

People gathered here to worship and learn about God.” 
• Ask: “Does this look like the churches we have around here? What is 

a church?” (Believers that come together to worship and learn about God. 
Explain that it doesn’t have to be a building, but it’s a group of people.)

• Say: “Peter warned the people of the church about false teachers that do 
not teach the truth of the Bible. He told the people not to listen to the 
false teachers and their lies.”

• Ask: “What are some ways we can know the truth and not follow the 
wrong people?” (We have to read the Bible and do what it says.)

• Display the “Text Truth 12” slide.
• Say: “We should continue learning about Jesus. No matter how many 

times we hear a story from the Bible or read a verse, there is always 
something new we can learn.”

EXAMINE THE TEXT
• Say: “Let’s open God’s Word to 2 Peter chapter 2 verse 1.”
• Remind children to use the table of contents to help them find the 

correct Bible book.
• Ask “What book comes before 2 Peter?” (1 Peter) “What book comes after 

2 Peter?” (1 John)
• Choose a volunteer to read verse 1.
• Ask: “What does the word heresy mean?” (opinion or teaching that is not 

true according to the Bible)
• Say: “Peter told the people that there would be people teaching lies to 

them, and that these false teachers would wreck their lives by telling lies 
to people that go against God.”

• Tell the remainder of the Bible story in your own words. Use the Bible 
story page as a guide.

• Ask: “Peter says that the Lord does not delay His promises, what do you 
think this means?” (He doesn’t respond slowly to His promises. They may take 
longer than we think they should because God’s time is not our time. God’s time 
is perfect.)

• Say: “Peter also says that God wants everyone to come to repentance. 

TOOLS:
• Jump In: “Church in 

Ethiopia” and “Text Truth 12” 
(Slides)

• Examine the Text: Bibles, 
“The Gospel” (Printable)

• Play the Video: Explore the 
Bible on Location video

• Memory Verse: 
“Romans 15:13” (Poster 
Pack), construction paper, 
markers, dry erase board 
and marker

• Prayer: Family Cards
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BIBLE STUDY

What does this mean?” (He wants everyone to receive Him as their Lord and 
Savior and turn away from their sin.)

• Display “The Gospel” printable.
• Explain to children the good news of Christ and how to respond to it. 

Explain repentance and what it means to turn away from sin.
• Ask: “If any of you would like to know more about the gospel and what it 

means, I would love to talk with you more after group!”

PLAY THE VIDEO
• Play the Session 12 video.
• Ask: “What amazing place did Joel visit? Why was Castle Otttis built? 

What did Joel learn about the Book of 2 Peter?”

MEMORY VERSE
• Display the “Romans 15:13” poster. 
• Help children find the Book of Romans in their Bibles using the table of 

contents as a guide. 
• Say: “Once everyone has found the Book of Romans, we are going to see 

who can find chapter 15, and then verse 13 first! Then we will read the 
verse together.”

• Choose a volunteer to read the verse aloud. (Tip: Be ready to explain that 
different Bible translations use slightly different words [synonyms and so forth] 
but the meaning of the verse is the same.)

• Ask: “How can you be filled with joy and peace?” (If you believe in God as 
your Savior and Lord)

• Say: “Peter said there will be false teachers that will promise you that 
other things can bring you joy and peace like money or fame. But God is 
the only One who can bring true joy and peace.”

• Distribute a long skinny piece of construction paper to each child to use 
as a bookmark.

• Write the verse out on a dry erase board for the children to copy on their 
bookmark.

• Explain that they can use this bookmark when they are reading the 
Bible, which is the truth that brings true joy and peace.

PRAYER
• Give a Family Card to each boy and girl in the group. 
• Together look at the questions on the back of their cards. Read them 

aloud to the children.
• Encourage each child to take the questions home to discuss with their 

families.
• Pray. Thank God for the freedom to gather as believers to worship and 

study His Word. Thank Him for the truth of the Bible that we know was 
given to us by God.

 ¨ Bible Verse Option: The 
Memory Verse activity 
each week is focused 
on the monthly Memory 
Verse, Romans 15:13. 
If your kids quickly 
memorize the Memory 
Verse, you may opt to 
challenge them to learn 
an additional weekly Bible 
Verse. This week’s Bible 
Verse is 2 Peter 3:18a.
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APPLY

TOOLS:
• Explorer Guides: Explorer 

Guides, pens, Bibles
• Review: “2 Peter” (Books of 

the Bible Posters)
• Tech Connect (Optional): a 

device with the LifeWay Kids 
app

APPLY THE TRUTH (20 MINUTES)

EXPLORER GUIDES
• Distribute Explorer Guides and help kids locate today’s pages.
• Invite volunteers to read “What is Delay?” 
• Review today’s object, the “Church of Saint George, Lalibela.”
• Lead boys and girls to think and record their answers in “What Do You 

Know?”
• Select volunteers to take turns reading “Q: What Do All of These Things 

Have in Common?”
• Guide girls and boys to think about how they could “Continue to Learn” 

about Jesus during their day.

REVIEW
• Review the “2 Peter” poster and discuss why 2 Peter was written again. 

Read the fact boxes at the bottom of the poster.
• Explain to the kids that they are going to turn to someone next to them 

and share something that they learned from the study today.
• Give the children a few minutes to share. 
• Then, explain that they are going to turn to a different person to share 

something different they learned from the study. Help children think of 
some things you talked about as you walk around.

• Let a few children stand up and share or act out something they learned 
from this week’s study of 2 Peter.

TECH CONNECT (OPTIONAL)
• Prior to Small Group, download the LifeWay Kids app. Use the activity 

labeled “Explorer Plus” in the Explore the Bible: Kids section of the app.
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ACTIVITIES

ACTIVITIES (20 MINUTES)

• Select one or more of the activities to complete as time allows. 

WARNING AGAINST 
FALSE TEACHING

Tools: “Scripture References” (Printables), 

Bibles, “Bible Books” (Books of the Bible 

Posters), scissors
 ¨ Cut apart the “Scripture References.”

•	 Begin:	“Peter	told	believers	that	there	would	

be	people	who	would	come	along	and	try	

to	teach	them	lies	about	Jesus.	That	is	the	

reason	we should continue learning about we should continue learning about 

Jesus.Jesus.”	
•	 Continue:	“Even	today	there	are	people	who	

change	Scripture	to	say	what	they	want	it	

to	say,	instead	of	speaking	the	truth	of	the	

Bible.”
•	 Distribute	the	Scripture	references	evenly	

among	the	group,	giving	out	more	than	one	if	

you	have	more	references	than	children.

•	 Say:	“We	are	going	to	look	up	these	Scripture	

references	to	make	sure	these	statements	

from	the	Bible	are	true.”

•	 Together	as	a	group	look	in	your	Bibles	at	the	

table	of	contents.	Show	children	how	to	look	

up	the	Bible	book.

•	 Remind	children	that	the	next	number	they	

are	looking	for	will	be	the	chapter	number	

(big, bold number),	and	then	the	verse	

number	(smaller number).

•	 Review	the	Bible	Books	poster	to	use	as	a	

reference	as	well.

•	 When	all	the	children	have	found	their	

references,	the	group	will	go	over	them	

together	and	decide	if	the	statements	are	

correct	or	not.
•	 Say:	“It	is	important	to	look	up	Bible	verses	

if	you	are	not	sure	if	someone	is	telling	you	

something	that	is	true.	God’s	Word	is	always	

true	and	right.”

FAST/SLOW GAME
Tools: timer

 ¨ Make sure there is a fairly large area clear 
for children to move around freely, or you 
could play outside.

•	 Begin:	“In	2	Peter	3:8,	Peter	says	that	in	God’s	
timing	a	thousand	years	is	like	one	day.	We	
can	never	understand	why	some	things	take	
longer	to	happen	and	why	other	things	happen	
quickly,	but	we	can	understand	that	God’s	
time	is	not	like	our	time.	He	does	not	work	in	
hours	or	minutes.”	

•	 Say:	“Today	we	are	going	to	play	a	game	that	
might	help	us	understand	what	our	time	looks	
like	compared	to	God’s	time.”

•	 Set	a	timer	for	three	minutes.
•	 Say:	“For	three	minutes	you	are	going	to	move	

in	slow	motion.”
•	 Once	the	timer	goes	off,	set	the	timer	again	

for	another	three	minutes.
•	 Explain:	“This	time	you	are	going	to	move	

fast,	make	sure	children	understand	to	walk	
fast	around	the	room,	not	to	run.”

•	 Play	as	time	allows.
•	 Ask:	“How	many	of	you	thought	it	was	easier	

to	move	in	slow	motion?	How	many	of	you	
thought	it	was	easier	to	move	fast?”

•	 Conclude:	“We should continue learning We should continue learning 
about Jesus.about Jesus.	When	we	read	the	Bible,	we	
learn	truths	about	Jesus	that	help	us	live	
how	He	wants	us	to.	When	we	see	that	God’s	
timing	is	different	from	ours,	we	can	trust	
Him	with	our	cares	and	concerns.”

Movement Suggestions: jog in place, dance, 
hop like a frog, high five a friend, walk across 
the room, jump, sing “Happy Birthday,” or clap 
your hands. 

BIBLE SKILLS

MOVEEXPLORE

MAKE

BIBLE SKILLS

MOVEEXPLORE

MAKE
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SMALL GROUP

SCRIPTURE JOURNAL

Tools: scissors, large brown paper sacks 
(one per kid), crayons, wide-ruled paper, stapler

 ¨ Cut large brown paper sacks into two panels 

to be your journal cover. Then place the 

wide-ruled paper (15-20 pages per kid) in the 

middle and staple together. 

•	 Review	the	Text	Truth:	We should continue We should continue 
learning about Jesus.learning about Jesus.

•	 Ask:	“How	can	we	continue	learning	about	
Jesus	today?”	(Allow for responses.)

•	 Say:	“One	of	the	ways	is	by	reading	our	Bibles.	

Sometimes	we	read	something	about	Jesus	
and	it’s	easy	to	forget.	One	of	the	ways	we	
can	remember	our	Scripture	is	by	writing	it	
down.”

•	 Guide	children	to	open	up	to	the	first	page	of	

their	Scripture	journals	to	write	down	a	verse.

•	 Lead	them	to	write	2	Peter	3:18a	in	their	
journal.

•	 Explain:	“The	only	way	we	can	grow	in	grace	

and	knowledge	of	Jesus	is	by	knowing	what	
His	Word	says,	and	memorizing	it.	This	
journal	will	help	you	do	that	as	you	continue	to	

grow	in	your	faith.”
•	 With	remaining	time	allow	children	to	color	

the	cover	of	the	journal	and	write	Scripture 

Journal	across	the	front.	If	time	allows	
kids	may	also	write	the	Memory	Verse,	
Romans	15:13.

JESÚS TE AMA
Tools: Spanish Bibles and Spanish Bible  
storybooks (check your local library); “Jesus 
Loves You” (Printable, one per kid); pencils 

 ¨ Option: If you cannot find a Spanish Bible or 
Spanish Bible storybooks, find a Spanish 
Bible passage online and print it out. 

•	 Briefly	remind	kids	of	the	missions	focus:	
the	Soto	family	in	Utah.	Next	pass	around	or	
display	the	Spanish	Bible	and	books.	If	the	
Bibles	or	storybooks	contain	pictures,	ask	
kids	to	describe	what	the	pictures	depict.

•	 Explain	that	the	Sotos	are	from	Puerto	Rico	
and	they	speak	Spanish	and	also	English.	

•	 Say:	“The	Sotos	are	the	perfect	couple	to	
reach	other	Spanish-speakers	with	the	
gospel.	They	can	communicate	the	truth	of	
God’s	Word	better	than	someone	who	does	
not	know	Spanish	at	all.	Even	though	they	
have	a	church	in	the	US,	where	most	people	
speak	English,	God	is	using	them	to	share	the	
good	news	of	Jesus	in	Spanish.”	

•	 Ask	kids	if	they	are	learning	another	language	
now	or	if	they	want	to	learn	another	language	
one	day.	What	languages	would	they	like	to	
speak?	If	a	kid	in	your	group	speaks	another	
language	well,	ask	them	to	teach	their	friends	
a	few	words.	Explain	to	kids	that	God	can	use	
the	languages	they	speak	or	learn	one	day	to	
tell	people	about	Jesus.	That’s	a	great	way	to	
be	on	mission!

•	 Distribute	the	“Jesus	Loves	You”	page.	Invite	
kids	to	practice	saying	the	phrase	in	Spanish	
and	writing	it.	

•	 Close	in	prayer,	thanking	God	for	the	Sotos	
and	their	ministry.	

ACTIVITIES

BIBLE SKILLS
MOVEEXPLORE

MAKE

BIBLE SKILLS

MOVEEXPLORE

MAKE
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