
DATE: Saturday – Sunday, June 5-6, 2021
SERIES: Truth
SERMON: The Truth About Obedience
SCRIPTURE: 1 Samuel 15:1-3, 7-26

1 Samuel 15:1-3, 7-26

[1] Samuel said to Saul, “I am the one the LORD sent to anoint you king over his people Israel; so listen now
to the message from the LORD.
[2] This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘I will punish the Amalekites for what they did to Israel when they
waylaid them as they came up from Egypt.
[3] Now go, attack the Amalekites and totally destroy[a] all that belongs to them. Do not spare them; put to
death men and women, children and infants, cattle and sheep, camels and donkeys.’”
[7] Then Saul attacked the Amalekites all the way from Havilah to Shur, near the eastern border of Egypt.
[8] He took Agag king of the Amalekites alive, and all his people he totally destroyed with the sword.
[9] But Saul and the army spared Agag and the best of the sheep and cattle, the fat calves and
lambs—everything that was good. These they were unwilling to destroy completely, but everything that was
despised and weak they totally destroyed.
[10] Then the word of the LORD came to Samuel: 11 

[11] “I regret that I have made Saul king, because he has turned away from me and has not carried out my
instructions.” Samuel was angry, and he cried out to the LORD all that night.
[12] Early in the morning Samuel got up and went to meet Saul, but he was told, “Saul has gone to
Carmel. There he has set up a monument in his own honor and has turned and gone on down to Gilgal.”
[13] When Samuel reached him, Saul said, “The LORD bless you! I have carried out the LORD’s instructions.”
[14] But Samuel said, “What then is this bleating of sheep in my ears? What is this lowing of cattle that I
hear?”
[15] Saul answered, “The soldiers brought them from the Amalekites; they spared the best of the sheep and
cattle to sacrifice to the LORD your God, but we totally destroyed the rest.”
[16] “Enough!” Samuel said to Saul. “Let me tell you what the LORD said to me last night.” “Tell me,” Saul
replied.
[17] Samuel said, “Although you were once small in your own eyes, did you not become the head of the
tribes of Israel? The LORD anointed you king over Israel. 18 

[18] And he sent you on a mission, saying, ‘Go and completely destroy those wicked people, the Amalekites;
wage war against them until you have wiped them out.’ 19 

[19] Why did you not obey the LORD? Why did you pounce on the plunder and do evil in the eyes of
the LORD?”
[20] “But I did obey the LORD,” Saul said. “I went on the mission the LORD assigned me. I completely
destroyed the Amalekites and brought back Agag their king. 21 

[21] The soldiers took sheep and cattle from the plunder, the best of what was devoted to God, in order to
sacrifice them to the LORD your God at Gilgal.”
[22] But Samuel replied: “Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying
the LORD?  To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of rams.
[23] For rebellion is like the sin of divination, and arrogance like the evil of idolatry. Because you have
rejected the word of the LORD, he has rejected you as king.”
[23] Then Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned. I violated the LORD’s command and your instructions. I was
afraid of the men and so I gave in to them. 25 

[25] Now I beg you, forgive my sin and come back with me, so that I may worship the LORD.”
[26] But Samuel said to him, “I will not go back with you. You have rejected the word of the LORD, and
the LORD has rejected you as king over Israel!”

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+samuel+15%3A1-26&version=NIV#fen-NIV-7564a
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1. God will give you a ___________________ to follow.

2. Selective, partial, or delayed ___________________ is ___________________.

3. Obedience reveals who has the ___________________ in your life.

4. Disobedience leads to the ___________________ and _____________________ of sin.

5. Obedience is _______________ _________________ if it is done your way.

6. Obedience requires _______________ _____________ of our lives.

7. God calls us to _________________ through our obedience.

8. Love for God must be the _______________ _______________ for our obedience.

2 Corinthians 5:14-15 For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all,
and therefore all died. And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for
themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.

9. God rewards __________________.

Romans 5:18-19 Consequently, just as one trespass resulted in condemnation for all people, so
also one righteous act resulted in justification and life for all people. For just as through the
disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the
one man the many will be made righteous.



Lagniappe
Martha and I want to continue to thank you for your support, prayers, and encouragement during her
surgeries and recovery. You may be aware that Martha had her second surgery Thursday, and we are
deeply appreciative for your love and care. 

As we drove to the surgery Thursday morning, I had the persistent feeling that we had a vast army of
God’s warriors praying for us.  I cannot tell you how significant that was for both of us.

Let’s take that need to pray for one another to a higher and deeper level. I can assure you that Martha
and I are praying differently now – more focused and more fervently for the needs of people both
physically and spiritually. 

Could I ask you to take that level of prayer to the people around you who need to know the Lord and
who need a touch from His kind, loving hand? Would you pray for this weeks’ Vacation Bible School?
Please pray for children and families to be open and receptive to the Spirit of God. Please pray that
children and adults would hear and receive God’s Word and live their lives under the direction and
instruction of our loving heavenly Father.

I look forward to being back with you next weekend and being able to share God‘s Word with you.

During June and July, we will be going through our sermons about Church Now. We will look at how
God‘s Word and the work of God is for all people of all backgrounds and ages. We will also look at how
we can take God’s truth to the world He loves so much. 

In August and September,  our sermon series will be Reboot. After a year and a half of pandemic, we
need to start some things over and we need to do some things differently.

In Reboot I want to call the church to a deeper level of commitment and service. I look forward to
having the opportunity to preach these messages to the people of God. 


