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[11] While they were listening to this, he went on to tell them a parable, because he was near
Jerusalem and the people thought that the kingdom of God was going to appear at once.
[12] He said: “A man of noble birth went to a distant country to have himself appointed king and then to
return.
[13] So he called ten of his servants and gave them ten minas. ‘Put this money to work,’ he said, ‘until I
come back.’
[14] “But his subjects hated him and sent a delegation after him to say, ‘We don’t want this man to be
our king.’
[15] “He was made king, however, and returned home. Then he sent for the servants to whom he had
given the money, in order to find out what they had gained with it.
[16] “The first one came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has earned ten more.’
[17] “‘Well done, my good servant!’ his master replied. ‘Because you have been trustworthy in a very
small matter, take charge of ten cities.’
[18] “The second came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has earned five more.’
[19] “His master answered, ‘You take charge of five cities.’
[20] “Then another servant came and said, ‘Sir, here is your mina; I have kept it laid away in a piece of
cloth.
[21] I was afraid of you, because you are a hard man. You take out what you did not put in and reap
what you did not sow.’
[22] “His master replied, ‘I will judge you by your own words, you wicked servant! You knew, did you,
that I am a hard man, taking out what I did not put in, and reaping what I did not sow?
[23] Why then didn’t you put my money on deposit, so that when I came back, I could have collected it
with interest?’
[24] “Then he said to those standing by, ‘Take his mina away from him and give it to the one who has
ten minas.’
[25] “‘Sir,’ they said, ‘he already has ten!’
[26] “He replied, ‘I tell you that to everyone who has, more will be given, but as for the one who has
nothing, even what they have will be taken away.
[27] But those enemies of mine who did not want me to be king over them—bring them here and kill
them in front of me.’”
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How to Serve in Strange Times:

1. Do what you ______________ ______________.

• Ephesians 4:31-32 Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of
malice. Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave
you.

• Galatians 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.

2. Make __________________ a priority.

• __________________ and __________________ destroy service and ministry.

• God is not a _________ of lazy.

3. Do all you do for the ________________________.

• Colossians 3:17, 23a And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as
working for the Lord.

• Move from a __________________ to a __________________.

4. Give your __________ in ______________ to God.

• This is the time to do __________, not __________.

• Work and serve until Christ ______________.

• Work and serve until you hear “____________________”.



Lagniappe
Where do we go from here?

The Christian church is rooted in the past but always living in the present and looking to the future.

This makes the church unique - and it gives it its power:
Our power is in Christ alone

He is our hope
He is our future.

I love the words of the great hymn, “O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come.”

Let us be a people who are firmly rooted in the past as we worship God and remember the events of
the gospel. Let us also be a people who trust God for our future and seek ways we can minister in His
name.

Please join with me this week as we pray for God’s guidance and leadership and learn what He would
have us do and how He wants us to serve.


