
BEGIN this time in prayer, confessing any 
Sins you know of, thanking the Lord for 
the gift of his Word, and asking the Holy 
Spirit to guide your study.

MEMORY VERSE

MAIN IDEA OF TEXT

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 

commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

(Matthew 28:19–20)

Jesus is the King that was promised who will fulfill what God has planned. 

LESSON 1
TITLE | The Identity of the King

SCRIPTURE | Matthew 16–17 



1   GRAB THEIR ATTENTION

OPTION 1    - To Tell the Truth

The game show To Tell the Truth has been around since 1956. While hosts 
and styles have changed, the premise has remained the same. Let’s look at 
a short version of the game from its most recent iteration.  

www.youtube.com/watch? 
v=wF6THnAot_s&list=RDCMUCW0dnvm9NRJYbmKxhtnpWqQ&start_
radio= 1&rv=wF6THnAot_s&t=365

POTENTIAL DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. How does To Tell the Truth work?
2. What is the goal of the panel?
3. How do panel members ask questions to try to focus on who is

telling the truth?

Transition Statement from Attention Grabber to Text: In To Tell the 
Truth, one person tells the truth about who they are or an event that 
happened. Two others pretend that they were the one who had this 
specific thing happen. The panel asks questions and tries to figure out 
who is telling the truth. The questions are meant to be specific so that only 
a person who survived a shark attack would know what is right. It can be 
hard to figure out who is telling the truth about their identity—in game 
shows and in every-day life. In our study today, we find Jesus speaking the 
truth about who he is.

OPTION 2    -  Secret Identity

At this point, most people have seen enough superhero movies to know 
the basic way the story works.  One aspect of nearly every story is the 
secret identity.

POTENTIAL DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. Pick a superhero and tell me about the hero and the secret
identity (or alter-ego).

2. Why do superheroes have secret identities?
3. What do you think the average non-Christian would say is his or

her identity? What might a Christian say?

Transition Statement from Attention Grabber to Text: Superheroes have 
secret identities to protect them and their loved ones. Superman is Clark 
Kent, Spiderman is Peter Parker, and Batman is Bruce Wayne. These secret 

TEACHER TIP

Start your lesson 
by telling a story 
that relates to the 
main idea of the 
lesson to grab the 
attention of your 
participants. In this 
section, we have 
provided you with 
two options, but 
feel free to develop 
your own.



identities allow them to have some sort of normal life. In some of the 
stories, it is the everyday secret identity that is more important because it 
is where real relationship and meaning is found. For years and years, the 
identity of Jesus has been debated; he was a healer, a teacher, a spirit, but 
the true identity of Jesus is found as he revealed himself to his disciples. 
We will look at that revelation in our study today. 



TEACHER TIP

In this section, 
you will find the 
historical, cultural, 
and literary context 
you need to properly 
interpret and apply 
the text. 

2   SET THE STAGE

OUTLINE

I. Levels of Faith in the King (16:1–28)
A. No Faith—Tempting Christ (16:1–4)
B. Little Faith—Misunderstanding Christ (16:5–12)
C. Saving Faith—Confessing Christ (16:13–20)
D. Serving Faith—Following Christ (16:21–28)

II. Three Pictures of the King (17:1–27)
A. The King in His Glory (17:1–13)
B. The King in His Power (17:14–21)
C. The King in His Humility (17:22–27)

Context

Leading up to Matthew 16, groups of people were starting to offer ideas 
about who this Jesus man was. According to chapter 14, Herod the 
tetrarch thought Jesus was a second coming of John the Baptist whom 
he had beheaded. When Jesus fed the five thousand and walked on water, 
the disciples agreed that he must be the Son of God because no one else 
had such power.

In Matthew 15, the Pharisees begin taking their turn in deciding who Jesus 
was. They questioned Jesus as a Rabbi because his disciples were not 
following their rituals. Jesus’s teaching and miraculous works set the stage 
for the revelation of who he would claim to be. 

Fallen Condition and Gospel Response

Fallen Condition Focus

We tend to portray God as caring about our plans and priorities more than 
anything else. We want Jesus to be the advocate for our most deeply-held 
concerns, and because of that, we focus on the parts of Jesus’s story that 
connect with us the best instead of looking at what Jesus actually said 
about himself.

Gospel Response

Jesus is not defined by what others say about him; Jesus is Messiah and 
King. We serve him in response to his goodness and power.



Matthew 16 and 17 reveal the identity of Jesus as he engages with the 
Pharisees and with his disciples. The Transfiguration of Jesus shows us just 
how great and glorious he is.

16 
1 The Pharisees and Sadducees came to Jesus and tested him by 
asking him to show them a sign from heaven.
2 He replied, “When evening comes, you say, ‘It will be fair weather, for 
the sky is red,’ 
3 and in the morning, ‘Today it will be stormy, for the sky is red and 
overcast.’ You know how to interpret the appearance of the sky, but 
you cannot interpret the signs of the times. 
4 A wicked and adulterous generation looks for a sign, but none will be 
given it except the sign of Jonah.” Jesus then left them and went away.
5 When they went across the lake, the disciples forgot to take bread. 
6 “Be careful,” Jesus said to them. “Be on your guard against the yeast 
of the Pharisees and Sadducees.”
7 They discussed this among themselves and said, “It is because we 
didn’t bring any bread.”
8 Aware of their discussion, Jesus asked, “You of little faith, why are 
you talking among yourselves about having no bread? 
9 Do you still not understand? Don’t you remember the five loaves for 
the five thousand, and how many basketfuls you gathered? 
10 Or the seven loaves for the four thousand, and how many basketfuls 
you gathered? 
11 How is it you don’t understand that I was not talking to you about 
bread? But be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees.” 
12 Then they understood that he was not telling them to guard against 
the yeast used in bread, but against the teaching of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees.
13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?”
14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still 
others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”
15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”
16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living 
God.”
17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not 
revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. 
18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 
19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind 
on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will 
be loosed in heaven.” 
20 Then he ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the 
Messiah.
21 From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he 
must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the 
elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must 
be killed and on the third day be raised to life.

3   LOOK AT THE BOOK

TEACHER TIP

In this section, you 
will find exercises 
you can use to 
lead your class 
through the process 
of Observation, 
Interpretation, and 
Application. As 
the teacher, work 
through all the 
exercises below to 
ensure you gain a 
good understanding 
of the text. 



22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he 
said. “This shall never happen to you!”
23 Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a 
stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the concerns of God, 
but merely human concerns.”
24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple 
must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 
25 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses 
their life for me will find it. 
26 What good will it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet 
forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? 
27 For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his 
angels, and then he will reward each person according to what they 
have done.
28 “Truly I tell you, some who are standing here will not taste death 
before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

17 
1 After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother 
of James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 
2 There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, 
and his clothes became as white as the light. 
3 Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with 
Jesus.
4 Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, 
I will put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for 
Elijah.”
5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice 
from the cloud said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well 
pleased. Listen to him!”
6 When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, 
terrified. 
7 But Jesus came and touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Don’t be 
afraid.” 
8 When they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus.
9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed them, 
“Don’t tell anyone what you have seen, until the Son of Man has been 
raised from the dead.”
10 The disciples asked him, “Why then do the teachers of the law say 
that Elijah must come first?”
11 Jesus replied, “To be sure, Elijah comes and will restore all things. 12 
But I tell you, Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize him, 
but have done to him everything they wished. In the same way the 
Son of Man is going to suffer at their hands.” 
13 Then the disciples understood that he was talking to them about 
John the Baptist.
14 When they came to the crowd, a man approached Jesus and knelt 
before him. 
15 “Lord, have mercy on my son,” he said. “He has seizures and is 
suffering greatly. He often falls into the fire or into the water. 
16 I brought him to your disciples, but they could not heal him.”
17 “You unbelieving and perverse generation,” Jesus replied, “how long 
shall I stay with you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring the boy 
here to me.” 
18 Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of the boy, and he was 
healed at that moment.
19 Then the disciples came to Jesus in private and asked, “Why 



couldn’t we drive it out?”
20 He replied, “Because you have so little faith. Truly I tell you, if you 
have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, 
‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move. Nothing will be impossible 
for you.”
22 When they came together in Galilee, he said to them, “The Son of 
Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men. 
23 They will kill him, and on the third day he will be raised to life.” And 
the disciples were filled with grief.
24 After Jesus and his disciples arrived in Capernaum, the collectors of 
the two-drachma temple tax came to Peter and asked, “Doesn’t your 
teacher pay the temple tax?”
25 “Yes, he does,” he replied.
When Peter came into the house, Jesus was the first to speak. “What 
do you think, Simon?” he asked. “From whom do the kings of the earth 
collect duty and taxes—from their own children or from others?”
26 “From others,” Peter answered.
“Then the children are exempt,” Jesus said to him. 
27 “But so that we may not cause offense, go to the lake and throw 
out your line. Take the first fish you catch; open its mouth and you will 
find a four-drachma coin. Take it and give it to them for my tax and 
yours.”

OBSERVATION: WHAT DOES IT SAY?

OBSERVATION EXERCISE 1: DIALOGUE

In a narrative, different rhetorical devices move the story along. In 
this passage, the dialogue is the primary catalyst to the story. Read 
through the passage again and underline the dialogue, when a person 
or people are speaking.  

OBSERVATION EXERCISE 2: IDENTIFY KEY THEMES

A primary theme is the big idea, the central truth, or command that 
the passage focuses on, such as supernatural power in Matthew. 
After reading the passage, write your themes as single words or short 
phrases. Identifying these themes at the beginning of your study will 
help you develop a good overall grasp of the passage.

OBSERVATION EXERCISE 3: CHART THE PASSAGE

Chart Matthew 17:1–13. The Transfiguration is a watershed moment for 
Jesus and the three apostles. Look for the images, responses, and 
identity of Jesus. 

Characters Images Response Identity

Apostles

Jesus



INTERPRETATION: WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

INTERPRETATION EXERCISE 1: LOOK UP BACKGROUND 
INFORMATION 

There are many insights to be found by looking up phrases and 

ideas in a Bible Dictionary or Commentary. With passages like these, 

it is important to understand the background of things like angel 

appearances and peace. The commentary section below and a good 

Bible Dictionary can help you understand background information.

INTERPRETATION EXERCISE 2: CROSS-REFERENCING EXERCISE

Read Psalm 2:7 and Isaiah 42:1 and answer the following questions:

1. Who is Psalm 2 written about? How does verse 7 connect to the
revelation of Jesus at the Transfiguration?

2.What traits does the promised one from Isaiah 42 have?

3. How do both of these verses point to the identity of Jesus in
Matthew 17?

INTERPRETATION EXERCISE 3: FROM CHART TO CLIMAX

Using the chart from the observation section, determine the climax 
and the emphasis of the passage. Answer the following questions:

1. What are the physical descriptions of Jesus? How do the physical
descriptions align with the appearance of Elijah and Moses?

2. What was Peter’s primary concern? Why did Peter stop worrying
about places for them to stay?

3. What type of revelation did the apostles see? Why did Jesus tell
them not to share the vision until after his resurrection?

APPLICATION: HOW DO I RESPOND?

QUESTION 1: What are some ways that we are tempted to make Jesus 
about our priorities?

QUESTION 2: How is Jesus’s identity, as the son of God who is coming to 
serve and lead God’s people, relevant to our lives today?

QUESTION 3: Why did the Pharisees want signs? (16:1-4). Do you 
demand “signs” from God as part of your spiritual walk?

TEACHER TIP

In this section, you 
will find questions 
to choose from that 
will help your group 
consider how God 
is calling them to 
respond to the text. 
Help your group set 
measurable action 
steps. 



QUESTION 4: Peter is given great authority because of his confession 
that Jesus is the Christ. What type of authority does the church have 
today when we rightly confess Jesus?

QUESTION 5: What are some ways people today try to gain the world? 
(Matthew 16:25). Why is caring for the soul and not wasting life more 
important than what can be gained?



TEACHER TIP

End your time of 
study with one 
final challenge and 
prayer. Your final 
challenge should 
pull together 
everything you 
covered in this 
lesson and call 
your participants to 
action.

4   CHALLENGE

Matthew 16 picks up with some of the ways that the Pharisees and 
Sadducees misunderstood Jesus’s identity. They wanted signs and 
wonders because they saw Jesus as a spectacle. Even in Jesus’s day 
people liked Jesus for what they could get out of him. It can be easy to fall 
into the trap of thinking that Jesus exists to serve our personal needs and 
priorities. But Jesus the King has a greater identity than the ones we try to 
fit for him. 

Peter rightly called Jesus the Messiah and the Transfiguration 
demonstrated this truth, Jesus was and is Messiah, Suffering Servant, 
Prophet, and King. We get a glimpse into the great and glorious King of 
Matthew’s gospel. He is the Messiah, the Christ, promised in Isaiah 9:6. He 
is the Suffering Servant from Isaiah 42. Jesus is the anointed King from 
Psalm 2. And Jesus is the Prophet that was promised in Deuteronomy 
18:15. Jesus is greater than anything we can come up with and worthy of 
our worship and devotion.

Jesus’ greatness isn’t just for us to observe. It is for us to proclaim. Jesus 
told his disciples each time not to tell anyone who he was because he 
needed to accomplish redemption at the cross. But for us, Jesus’s identity 
is not a secret; it is hope. In a world that promises us glory and power, we 
know the One who is truly glorious and powerful. We get to submit and 
serve Jesus the King and tell the world about him.

LET’S PRAY



MATTHEW 16:1–4  

The Pharisees were particularly dangerous because of the toxicity of their faith. Louis Barbieri in The 
Bible Knowledge Commentary explains:

As Jesus returned to Israel, He was again confronted by religious leaders, the Pharisees and 

Sadducees. They tested Him by asking for a sign from heaven. By this they were again saying 

that they rejected all the signs Jesus had performed before their eyes (cf. Matt. 12:38). They were 

in effect asking Jesus to give them a sign more spectacular than healings, so they could believe. 

Jesus’ response was again condemnatory for He called them a wicked and adulterous generation 

(16:4; cf. 12:39). They were careful observers of weather signs and could fairly well forecast 

whether the weather would be good or threatening. Yet they had been surrounded by spiritual 

signs relating to the person of Jesus Christ and had missed them all. Such a wicked generation 

would not receive any special treatment. Jesus was not a sign-worker simply for the sake of 

working signs. He was not a puppet on strings to perform at their command. The only sign they 

would receive was the sign of Jonah, which He had previously given them (12:38-42), but they 

would not recognize that sign until it was too late.

 As Jesus left the religious leaders, He warned His disciples ... against the yeast of the 

Pharisees and Sadducees, to whom He had just spoken. Jesus’ mention of yeast caused the 

disciples to think He referred to their having forgotten to bring along bread. But Jesus explained 

that He was not referring to their lack of bread. He reminded them of previous occasions when 

He had multiplied loaves and fish so that food was left over (Matt. 14:13-21; 15:29-38). The amount 

of food was not the issue, for Jesus could care for such a need if it arose. Because they were not 

trusting Him for that, they were, He said, of little faith (16:8; three other times in Matt. Jesus spoke 

of “little faith”; 6:30; 8:26; 14:31). He then simply repeated His warning: Be on your guard against 

the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees (cf. 16:6). Their teaching was like pervasive yeast, 

penetrating and corrupting the nation.

MATTHEW 16:5–20

One of the ways we see Jesus’s identity in our chapters is the way people get Jesus wrong. But Peter 

got Jesus right. Warren Wiersbe from the BE Series Commentary writes:

The disciples had but one loaf of bread with them (Mark 8:14). We are not told what happened to 

the many baskets of leftover food that resulted from His feeding the four thousand just a short 

time before. Perhaps they gave it away. Jesus used this embarrassing event as an occasion to 

teach an important spiritual truth: Beware of the false teachings of the Pharisees and Sadducees.

 The disciples misunderstood Him; they thought He was talking about material bread. 

Often in the ministry of Jesus, people misconstrued His words by interpreting them literally rather 

than spiritually. Nicodemus thought that Jesus was talking about an actual physical birth (John 

3:4), and the Samaritan woman thought He was referring to material water from the well (John 

4:11). The Jewish crowd in the synagogue thought Jesus was speaking about eating actual flesh 

and blood (John 6:52ff.) when He was describing a spiritual experience (John 6:63).

 “Little faith” was one of our Lord’s favorite names for His disciples (Matt. 6:30; 8:26; 14:31). 

Of course, “little faith” is better than no faith. The disciples had many lessons to learn before they 

would graduate to “great faith.”

COMMENTARY



Jesus took His disciples to Gentile territory, in the region of Caesarea Philippi. They were about 

120 miles from Jerusalem in the northern part of Palestine. The region was strongly identified 

with various religions: It had been a center for Baal worship; the Greek god Pan had shrines there; 

and Herod the Great had built a temple there to honor Augustus Caesar. It was in the midst 

of this pagan superstition that Peter confessed Jesus as the Son of God. And it was probably 

within sight of Caesar’s temple that Jesus announced a surprise: He would not yet establish His 

kingdom, but He would build His church.

 If anyone else asked, “Whom do men say that I am?” we would think him either mad or 

arrogant. But in the case of Jesus, a right confession of who He is is basic to salvation (Rom. 

10:9–10; 1 John 2:18–23; 4:1–3). His person and His work go together and must never be separated. 

It is amazing to see how confused the public was about Jesus (John 10:19–21). Perhaps, like 

Herod, the people thought Jesus was John raised from the dead.

 It had been prophesied that Elijah would come again (Mal. 4:5), and some thought that 

this prediction was fulfilled in Christ. However, Jesus did not minister as did Elijah; it was John 

the Baptist who came “in the spirit and power of Elias” (Luke 1:13–17). Jeremiah was the weeping 

prophet whose tender heart was broken at the sight of the decay of the nation. Certainly this 

attitude was seen in Jesus, the Man of Sorrows.

 One thing is clear: We can never make a true decision about Jesus Christ by taking a poll 

of the people. (But some people do get their “spiritual knowledge” this way!) The important thing 

is not what others say, but what do you and I personally say? The decisions of the crowd (wrong 

or right) can never substitute for personal decisions.

 Peter had the correct response: “Thou art the Christ [the Messiah], the Son of the living 

God!” This confession was Peter’s response to the revelation God the Father had given him. Jesus 

Himself explained this experience in Matthew 11:25–27. This revelation was not the result of Peter’s 

own investigation. It came as the gracious act of God. God had hidden these things from the 

proud Pharisees and Sadducees and revealed them to “babes,” the humble disciples.

MATTHEW 17:1–13

The Transfiguration is a glorious and confusing story found in all three Synoptic Gospels. Michael Green 

from The Bible Speaks Today Commentary writes:

It is highly probable that the amazing vision accorded to these three close disciples in the 

transfiguration took place on Mount Hermon, the highest mountain in the whole area. It was 

2,814 meters high, and only a few miles away from Caesarea Philippi. Jesus had gone there to 

pray, taking only these three trusted intimates with him. He was clear now that some people, at 

least, really understood who he was and what he had come to do. He must spend time with God 

to make sure that he had not made a mistake, and that the path to the cross really was God’s 

way of victory. The transfiguration provided that assurance in the most concrete way, not only 

for Jesus, but for his closest associates. As at his baptism (3:17), the role of Son and Servant is 

reinforced by a voice from the cloud (5).

 But this time Jesus is joined by Moses and Elijah (3). They were recognized as the 

supreme representatives of the law and the prophets of Israel. And here they were, in this vision, 

talking with Jesus who had come to fulfil what both law and prophets had looked forward to. 

Their significance was even greater than that, however. In Scripture, both Moses and Elijah are 

connected with the end of time. Both had something uncanny about the way they had left 

this life. Moses was never found: it is assumed that God took him. Elijah was removed from his 

colleague Elisha in a chariot and horses of fire. The expectation was that a prophet like Moses 

would arise in the last days, and the Israelites were instructed: ‘You must listen to him’—a phrase 



picked up here in the final words of the voice from heaven, ‘Listen to him!’ (5). As for Elijah, as we 

have seen, there was persistent Old Testament and intertestamental expectation that he would 

return before the Lord at the end, as the herald of his coming. Now, in this astounding vision, 

both expectations were coming true. The Lord was coming. The prophet like Moses was in their 

midst! Both men stand round Jesus, as if pointing to him, the culmination of all that the law and 

the prophets had stood for in the unfolding story of Israel. And then they fade away and leave 

Jesus only (8). The forerunners have done their task. They can disappear into the background 

now that the principal figure is here.

So much here is allusive: the cloud, betokening the divine majesty; the voice from heaven, 

as at the baptism; the mixture of Psalm 2:7 and Isaiah 42:1 with overtones of Deuteronomy 18:15; 

the disciples’ awe before the unveiled glory of God, just as Moses and Elijah had fallen down 

in awe before the Lord on Carmel and Sinai; the title ‘Beloved’ (NIV whom I love, 5), already a 

messianic designation in pre-Christian Judaism; the divine affirmation of Peter’s confession. 

Notice how Peter is once again tacitly corrected. In his amazement he blurts out the suggestion 

that they should make three shelters, one for Moses, one for Elijah and one for Jesus (4). The 

prophets and the rabbis after them were sensitive to the fact that God dwelt with Israel in tents in 

the early days of the nation; he would do so again in the days of salvation. If Peter had this notion 

in his mind he is swiftly disabused of it, for Moses and Elijah fade away, and Jesus alone remains. 

The heavenly voice underlines the point: ‘he (alone) is my unique Son: hear him’ (cf. 5). The 

representatives of the law and the prophets yield place to the author of the new dispensation 

that fulfils them both. The whole incident has set the seal of the Father’s approval upon the 

passion teaching Jesus has just given and asserts the divine nature of the person who gave it.

Just as the disciples were bound to silence at Caesarea Philippi, so they are here. They 

would not be understood until after the cross and resurrection, which are now seen to be God’s 

will and to be inevitable. But they are still puzzled about Elijah, and Jesus takes their question, 

‘Why … do the teachers of the law say that Elijah must come first?’ (10) and makes it a further 

teaching point to summarize much of what has gone on in the previous pericope. Verse 11 

should be read as a question: ‘Is Elijah to come first and set all to rights? I tell you, Elijah has 
already come, and they did not recognize him, but have done to him everything they wished’ 
(12). It is as if Jesus is saying that the most realistic interpretation of Malachi 4:5 and the scribal 

expectations is not the vision they have just had but the hard facts of recent history. John the 

Baptist has fulfilled the role of Elijah redivivus. Like Elijah he withstood the powers that be and 

paid the penalty. The same fate would befall the Son of Man (12). But that would not be the end 

of the story. The Son of Man will be raised from the dead (9), and the transfiguration has been 

the pledge of it.

MATTHEW 17:14–27 

The identity of Jesus is clear in the Gospel of Matthew but chapter 17 also shows that Jesus will be 

rejected. Here is Louis Barbieri, again, from The Bible Knowledge Commentary:
When Jesus and the inner circle returned to the other disciples, a crowd was gathered because 

a man with an epileptic son had sought healing help from the nine disciples. They, however, had 

not been able to drive out the demon (v. 18) that possessed the boy and caused his epilepsy. The 

father appealed to Jesus, kneeling before Him and addressing Him as Lord. The boy’s epilepsy 

had caused him much suffering and physical danger; the convulsions even caused him to fall 

uncontrollably into the fire and into the water. Mark mentioned the boy’s foaming at the mouth 

(Mark 9:18, 20). Jesus asked for the boy to be brought to Him, and He rebuked not only the 

disciples but also the entire crowd for their lack of faith. He immediately drove the demon out of 



the boy and restored him completely from that moment (cf. Matt. 15:28).

When the disciples inquired why they had not been able to heal the boy, Jesus said 

their problem was their little faith (cf. the “great faith” of the Roman centurion [8:10] and of 

the Canaanite woman [15:28]). Even a small amount of faith, as small as a mustard seed (cf. 

comments on the mustard seed in 13:31), is adequate to move a huge mountain, assuming, of 

course, that the “move” is in God’s will. Nothing is impossible with God (cf. 19:26; Luke 1:37). (Some 

Gr. mss. add Matt. 17:21, “But this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting,” based on 

Mark 9:29.) Jesus was instructing the disciples about their future ministries. Their problem often 

would be lack of faith and failure to seek their Lord’s direction. His Word would be sufficient to 

produce the desired healing but their actions would necessitate great faith and constant contact 

with the Lord through prayer. When these elements are combined, there is no limit to the works 

the disciples could accomplish, following His will.
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