
BEGIN this time in prayer, confessing any 
Sins you know of, thanking the Lord for 
the gift of his Word, and asking the Holy 
Spirit to guide your study.

MEMORY VERSE

MAIN IDEA OF TEXT

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 

commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

(Matthew 28:19–20)

Jesus calls for true faithfulness, not an attitude of following the minimum requirements.

LESSON 3
TITLE | The Perspective of the King

SCRIPTURE | Matthew 19



1   GRAB THEIR ATTENTION

OPTION 1    - Rich and Famous

Wealth and riches draw us in. We want to know what it is like to live with 
great riches. The television show Lifestyles of the Rich and Famous 
explored that world in the 1980s.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C4N9OA6MYYM

POTENTIAL DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. Lifestyles of the Rich and Famous is an old show; what do you
think it would look like if they rebooted it today?

2. Why do we like to see how rich people live?
3. How can riches change the way people view themselves and what

is most important in life?

Transition Statement from Attention Grabber to Text: We do not have 
the show anymore, but we still get glances through reality television and 
social media. Tabloids and magazines pull back the curtain too. The desires 
to see how the rich live comes from jealousy and a desire to see greatness. 
But in the end riches will not satisfy us or those who might be on a show 
like Lifestyles of the Rich and Famous. The story of the rich young ruler 
in Matthew 19 will reveal what true greatness and purpose are in Jesus’s 
kingdom.

OPTION 2    -  Marriage Today

One of the changes in relationships over the past 50 years is the number 
of people who cohabitate instead of or before being married. (show chart 
- on next page)

https://www.pewresearch.org/social-trends/2019/11/06/marriage-and-
cohabitation-in-the-u-s/ 

TEACHER TIP

Start your lesson 
by telling a story 
that relates to the 
main idea of the 
lesson to grab the 
attention of your 
participants. In this 
section, we have 
provided you with 
two options, but 
feel free to develop 
your own.





POTENTIAL DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. Which statistics from the chart surprise you the most?
2. Why do you think the attitudes towards marriage are so

lackadaisical when we see that it is better?
3. What are some rules of modern relationships? How do they help

or hurt long-term health in a marriage?

Transition Statement from Attention Grabber to Text: Marriage, 
cohabitation, and divorce have certainly changed over the last several 
decades. In our world, marriage is viewed as optional, and cohabitation has 
taken root as a cultural paradigm. It is easy to look at a cultural paradigm 
and grieve all that has changed. But the truth is that every generation 
has faced people wanting to change the rules about marriage. In our text 
today, we will find Jesus dealing with some who question divorce rules so 
they can know the minimum of what is required.



TEACHER TIP

In this section, 
you will find the 
historical, cultural, 
and literary context 
you need to properly 
interpret and apply 
the text. 

2   SET THE STAGE

OUTLINE

I. Divorce (19:1–12)
II. Children are Welcome (19:13–15)
III. Rich Young Ruler (19:16–30)

Context

Last week, we saw that the larger section of Matthew, where we find our 
text, is focused on the people in the community of Jesus. He addressed 
what type of people are in his kingdom and also spoke about how they 
live in the kingdom. They are humble, repentant, and forgiving.

Fallen Condition and Gospel Response

Fallen Condition Focus

We like to know the minimum requirement so that we can have pride and 
contentment with what we do. It is easy to do just what is necessary. But 
because of sin, we fail to meet what is required; and when we do, we sin by 
placing our faith in our own ability to accomplish something.

Gospel Response

The gospel tells us that life is not about doing the minimum; it is about 
doing what is best. And through his life and death, Jesus accomplished 
what is best which allows us to live through faith in his accomplishments 
instead of our own works.



Matthew 19 has three sections—the longer sections being at the beginning 
and the end.  

19 
1 When Jesus had finished saying these things, he left Galilee and went 
into the region of Judea to the other side of the Jordan. 
2 Large crowds followed him, and he healed them there.
3 Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, “Is it lawful for 
a man to divorce his wife for any and every reason?”
4 “Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator 
‘made them male and female,’ 
5 and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and 
be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh’? 
6 So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has 
joined together, let no one separate.”
7 “Why then,” they asked, “did Moses command that a man give his 
wife a certificate of divorce and send her away?”
8 Jesus replied, “Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because 
your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the beginning. 
9 I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual 
immorality, and marries another woman commits adultery.”
10 The disciples said to him, “If this is the situation between a husband 
and wife, it is better not to marry.”
11 Jesus replied, “Not everyone can accept this word, but only those to 
whom it has been given. 
12 For there are eunuchs who were born that way, and there are 
eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by others—and there are 
those who choose to live like eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of 
heaven. The one who can accept this should accept it.”
13 Then people brought little children to Jesus for him to place his 
hands on them and pray for them. But the disciples rebuked them.
14 Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder 
them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” 
15 When he had placed his hands on them, he went on from there.
16 Just then a man came up to Jesus and asked, “Teacher, what good 
thing must I do to get eternal life?”
17 “Why do you ask me about what is good?” Jesus replied. 
“There is only One who is good. If you want to enter life, keep the 
commandments.”
18 “Which ones?” he inquired.
Jesus replied, “‘You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you 
shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, 
19 honor your father and mother,’ and ‘love your neighbor as yourself.’”
20 “All these I have kept,” the young man said. “What do I still lack?”
21 Jesus answered, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions 
and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, 
follow me.”
22 When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he 
had great wealth.
23 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly I tell you, it is hard for 

3   LOOK AT THE BOOK

TEACHER TIP

In this section, you 
will find exercises 
you can use to 
lead your class 
through the process 
of Observation, 
Interpretation, and 
Application. As 
the teacher, work 
through all the 
exercises below to 
ensure you gain a 
good understanding 
of the text. 



someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of heaven. 
24 Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”
25 When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished and 
asked, “Who then can be saved?”
26 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but 
with God all things are possible.”
27 Peter answered him, “We have left everything to follow you! What 
then will there be for us?”
28 Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all things, 
when the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have 
followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel. 
29 And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or 
mother or wife or children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred 
times as much and will inherit eternal life. 
30 But many who are first will be last, and many who are last will be 
first.

OBSERVATION: WHAT DOES IT SAY?

OBSERVATION EXERCISE 1: CHART THE PLOT

On the chart given below, diagram the story of the Rich Young Ruler 
in verses 16–30. Include the verses and action along the chart. You will 
need to include the setting, the rising action (and conflict or issue that 
causes the rise), the climax of the story, the falling action, and finally 
the conclusion or new normal. (Hint: Use the outline given in the Set 
the Stage section.)

CLIMAX

RISING ACTION FA
LLIN
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N

INTRODUCTION RESOLUTION

OBSERVATION EXERCISE 2: INTERPRETIVE QUESTIONS

Ask questions of the text and separate them by the type of questions.

Example: 

Who…
Are the people asking questions about divorce? What does that reveal 
about what type of answer they are looking for?



_______________________________________
_______________________________________

What…
_______________________________________
_______________________________________

Why…
_______________________________________
_______________________________________

How…
are Jesus’s responses to the Pharisees and to the rich young ruler 
similar? How are they different?
_______________________________________
_______________________________________

OBSERVATION EXERCISE 3: UNDERLINE THE QUESTIONS.

Read through the passage three times; on the third reading underline 
the questions.

INTERPRETATION: WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

INTERPRETATION EXERCISE 1: FROM CLIMAX TO EMPHASIS

Using the chart from the observation section, determine the climax 

and the focus of the story. Answer the following questions:

1. How do the questions of the rich young ruler and the disciples
bring tension?

2. What is the tipping point of no return? Why is Jesus’s declaration
of what God can do more important than the questions and answers?

3. What type of rewards are both the disciples and the rich young
ruler looking for? Why are those rewards lacking compared to what
Jesus says?

INTERPRETATION EXERCISE 2: FIND THE ANSWERS TO YOUR 
QUESTIONS

In the previous section, you made a list of the questions concerning 

this text. Take some time to find the answers to your questions, along 

with the ones listed below. Consult a commentary or the commentary 

notes at the end of this lesson. Answer the following questions:

1. Who are the people asking questions about divorce? What does
that reveal about what type of answer they are looking for?



2. What does the short interlude about children coming to Jesus have
to do with what is happening in the big theme of the chapter?

3. How are Jesus’s responses to the Pharisees and to the rich young
ruler similar? How are they different?

INTERPRETATION EXERCISE 3: LOOK UP BACKGROUND 
INFORMATION 

There are many insights to be found by looking up phrases and ideas 
in a Bible Dictionary or Commentary. With a passage like Matthew 
19, Jesus’s teaching relies on what the Old Testament taught about 
divorce and righteousness. Use the Behold the King commentary and 
other tools that you have available. The commentary section below 
and a good Bible Dictionary can help you understand background 
information.

APPLICATION: HOW DO I RESPOND?

QUESTION 1: When you think about marriage and divorce today, what 
type of unsaid rules does our culture have?

QUESTION 2: What type of rules about marriage and divorce do we see 
in modern Christianity? How many of those rules line up with what Jesus 
says?

QUESTION 3: Why are children invited to come to know Jesus? In our 
families and in our church, what are the practical ways we can teach our 
children about who Jesus is and what he has done for them? 

QUESTION 4: How do money and riches impact the way a person comes 
to Jesus? 

QUESTION 5: What is the heart behind our desire to do the minimum to 
be right with God? How do we see this attitude in our community when 
it comes to relationships and riches?

TEACHER TIP

In this section, you 
will find questions 
to choose from that 
will help your group 
consider how God 
is calling them to 
respond to the text. 
Help your group set 
measurable action 
steps. 



TEACHER TIP

End your time of 
study with one 
final challenge and 
prayer. Your final 
challenge should 
pull together 
everything you 
covered in this 
lesson and call 
your participants to 
action.

4   CHALLENGE

It is human nature to look for the easiest way to be right with God and 
then do what we want. That was the attitude of the Pharisees towards 
divorce. It was the attitude of the rich young ruler to keeping the 
commandments. We can easily fall into that trap. We think that if we go 
to church the right number of times in a month or if we don’t use certain 
words that we will be right with God.

Being right with God is not about the minimum rules needed. 
Righteousness only comes from what Jesus did. We are not righteous 
because we don’t curse or because we give to Christian charities. We are 
righteous because of what Christ did. The gospel tells us that Jesus paid 
the ultimate price, not the minimum, so that we can be in right standing 
with God. Jesus’s perspective is clear: we are to surrender all to follow him. 
That is a big change for people in his day and in our day! 

But if we will surrender, we can find true meaning and true life. If we 
are faithful and surrender to Jesus ourselves and the things the world 
tells us are important, we will know a far greater reward. The world says 
relationship are about getting what you want and getting out when it 
is hard. Jesus says that God gave marriage as a good thing to be held 
faithfully. It is neither cheap nor to be ended cheaply. The world says 
financial means will free you to do what you want; Jesus says that riches 
make it hard to enter the kingdom. We must sacrifice our perspectives, our 
relationships, our riches so that we can know the great reward of being in 
his kingdom.

LET’S PRAY



PLOT CHART
CLIMAX

V. 26 Possible with God

V. 27-29 Eternal rewards 
amid earthly losses

V. 18-25 Young Ruler leaves 
in disappointmnet, disciples 
question

V.16-17 The first
question

V. 30 First will be last,
last will be first

RISING ACTION
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INTRODUCTION RESOLUTION



MATTHEW 19:1–12 

Jesus had crowds and many types of people looking for his time and insight. The Pharisees wanted to 

know what Jesus thought about marriage and divorce. The Bible Speaks Today Commentary explains:

First, it is designed by God. ‘The Creator … said …’ (4). Actually, that quotation from 

Genesis 2:24 is not ascribed to God in the Old Testament. These are the words of the narrator of 

Genesis. But it was common ground among Jews that what the Old Testament said, God said. 

Marriage was no mere social contract. It was a God-given ordinance.

Secondly, marriage was meant to be complementary: God ‘made them male and female’ 

(4). It is not a unisex world. There is a God-ordained difference and complementarity between the 

sexes. That is so obvious that it only needs to be stated today when homosexual relationships 

have come to be seen as an equally valid alternative to marriage. The basic trouble about it is 

that it contravenes the complementarity that God has built into the sexes.

Thirdly, marriage was intended to be permanent: ‘the two will become one flesh.’ The 

bonding is meant to provide a permanent relationship that will not be broken by anything 

‘indecent’, whether interpreted by Shammai or by Hillel. Here again, in an age of immense marital 

dissatisfaction and breakdown, we see God’s judgment on what we think acceptable. Marriage 

is intended to be permanent, and any deviation from that is a declension from his purpose. 

Incidentally, the very physical words used to describe the union, one flesh and united (literally 

‘glued’), affirm the goodness of sexuality, one of God’s most gracious gifts to his people, and not 

something that Christians should affect to disparage.

Fourthly, marriage is exclusive. The man is ‘united to his wife’ (5). He becomes one flesh 

with her. No way is he permitted to have a little flutter on the side, any more than she is. Each is 

pledged to find fulfilment in the other, and so to discover on earth a model, however inadequate, 

of the permanent relationship between God and the believer which nothing can break.

Fifthly, marriage is nuclear. It means ‘leaving’ as well as ‘cleaving’ (5). It represents a 

fundamental transfer of allegiance from parents to spouse. There has to be a substantial measure 

of distancing from the old generation in order to create the new. A fresh family unit is in the 

making. Of course, the new couple will in many instances draw a lot of support from their parents. 

But the fact remains: they are a new unit and need the freedom to behave as such.

Sixthly, marriage is not for everyone. This is the plain meaning of verses 10–12. The 

disciples were amazed at the rigour of Jesus’ exposition of the purpose and nature of marriage. 

It was far tougher than Shammai had ever been. There seemed no way out, then, of a disastrous 

union. If so, ‘it is better not to marry’ (10). But Jesus is not legislating. He is setting forth God’s 

purpose in marriage. He is going behind the casuistry on divorce that was so beguiling then as 

now. He is telling them what God wants in marriage, and what befits the kingdom. If that seems 

tough, it is because marriage is a gift. 

Difficult though this is, we must remember two things. It is not possible for the ethics of 

the kingdom to be articulated in anything less than ideal terms. And yet the Lord is consistently 

compassionate to those who fail, repent, and come back to him for restoration. This passage 

follows hard on the heels of one that expresses the unbounded mercy and forgiveness of God. 

So legalistic rigorism is as inappropriate for the Christian community as is casual divorce.

Clearly, Jesus taught that God’s will for humankind is the indissolubility of marriage, 

and the equal partnership within that marriage bond. For Christians, his teaching is normative. 

Nevertheless, the whole thrust of his teaching is against legalism. What is more, he is replying to 

COMMENTARY



a hostile question and operates within the constraints of that context. And he is giving an ideal, 

not laying down the law. For these three reasons it is not possible to give a compelling answer to 

whether Jesus would allow remarriage after divorce in some circumstances—adultery, and maybe 

others, such as insanity? What is manifest is that he is in principle against divorce and remarriage 

and would be appalled at the ease and frequency with which it takes place today. One of the 

most powerful Christian witnesses possible these days is the eloquent example of a warm, 

forgiving, hospitable, united, and happy Christian home.

MATTHEW 19:13–15

The short interlude in the chapter connects children to Jesus. Here is The Bible Knowledge 
Commentary:

Many parents were bringing children ... to Jesus for Him to place His hands on them and pray for 

them. But the disciples felt this was a waste of Jesus’ time. They began rebuking those bringing 

their children. Apparently the disciples had already forgotten what Jesus said earlier about the 

worth of children and the seriousness of causing them to fall (cf. 18:1-14). Jesus rebuked the 

disciples, telling them to let the little children come and not hinder them. The kingdom of heaven 

is not limited to adults who might be considered to be worth more than children. Anyone who 

comes to the Lord in faith is a worthy subject for the kingdom. This implies (19:15) that Jesus had 

time for all the children, for He did not depart from the region till He had blessed them all.

MATTHEW 19:16–30

The story of the rich young ruler is well known but the point of it is critical to a clear understanding of 

Jesus and his kingdom. Warren Wiersbe writes in The BE Series:
“What good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life?” (vv. 16–17). The man was obviously 

sincere, though his approach to salvation was centered on works and not faith. But this was to 

be expected among the Jews of that day. However, in spite of his position in society, his morality, 

and his religion, he felt a definite need for something more.

 But our Lord’s reply did not focus on salvation. He forced the young man to think 

seriously about the word good that he had used in addressing [Matt, p. 180] Jesus. “Only God 

is good,” Jesus said. “Do you believe that I am good and therefore that I am God?” If Jesus is 

only one of many religious teachers in history, then His words carry no more weight than the 

pronouncements of any other religious leader. But if Jesus is good, then He is God, and we had 

better heed what He says.

 Why did Jesus bring up the commandments? Did He actually teach that people receive 

eternal life by obeying God’s law? If anyone could keep the commandments, he certainly would 

enter into life. But no one can keep God’s law perfectly. “Therefore by the deeds of the law there 

shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin” (Rom. 3:20). Jesus 

did not introduce the law to show the young man how to be saved, but to show him that he 

needed to be saved. The law is a mirror that reveals what we are (James 1:22ff.).

 “Which commandments?” (vv. 18–19). Was the young man being evasive? I don’t think so. 

But he was making a mistake, for one part of God’s law cannot be separated from another part. 

To classify God’s laws into “lesser” and “greater” is to miss the whole purpose of the law. “For 

whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all” (James 2:10). 

The law represents the authority of God, and to disobey what we may think is a minor law is still 

to rebel against His authority.



 Of course, the young man thought only of external obedience. He forgot about the 

attitudes of the heart. Jesus had taught in the Sermon on the Mount that hatred was the moral 

equivalent of murder, and that lust was the equivalent of adultery. We rejoice that this young man 

had such good manners and morals. But we regret that he did not see his sin, repent, and trust 

Christ.

 The one commandment that especially applied to him, Jesus did not quote: “Thou shalt 

not covet” (Ex. 20:17). The young man should have pondered all of the commandments and not 

just the ones that Jesus quoted. Was he looking for easy discipleship? Was he being dishonest 

with himself? I believe that his testimony was sincere, as far as he knew. But he did not permit the 

light of the Word to penetrate deeply enough. Jesus felt a sudden love for this young man (Mark 

10:21), so He continued to try to help him.

 “What lack I yet?” (vv. 20–22). Nowhere in the Bible are we taught that a sinner is saved 

by selling his goods and giving the money away. Jesus never told Nicodemus to do this, or any 

other sinner whose story is recorded in the Gospels. Jesus knew that this man was covetous; 

he loved material wealth. By asking him to sell his goods, Jesus was forcing him to examine his 

own heart and determine his priorities. With all of his commendable qualities, the young man still 

did not truly love God with all of his heart. Possessions were his god. He was unable to obey the 

command, “Go and sell … come and follow.”

 The young man went away grieved, but he could have gone away in great joy and peace. 

We cannot love and serve two masters (Matt. 6:24ff.). We can be sure that, apart from Christ, 

even the material possessions of life give no lasting joy or pleasure. It is good to have the things 

money can buy provided we do not lose the things that money cannot buy. Unless this rich ruler 

eventually turned to Christ, he died without salvation, one of the “richest” men in the cemetery.

 “Who then can be saved?” (vv. 23–26). The Jewish people of that day believed that riches 

were an evidence of God’s blessing. They based this on the promises God gave the Jewish nation 

at the beginning of their history. It is true that God did promise material blessing if they obeyed, 

and material loss if they disobeyed (see Deut. 26—28). But in the infancy of the race, the only 

way God could teach them was through rewards and punishments. We teach young children in 

the same manner.

 However, the highest kind of obedience is not based on a desire for reward or the fear of 

punishment. It is motivated by love. In His life and His teaching, Jesus tried to show the people 

that the inner spiritual blessings are far more important than the material gains. God sees the 

heart, and God wants to build character. Salvation is the gift of God in response to man’s faith. 

Material riches are not a guarantee that God is pleased with a man.

 The disciples, being good Jews, were amazed at the Lord’s statement about riches. Their 

question reflected their theology: “If a rich man cannot be saved, what hope is there for the rest 

of us?” Of course, Jesus did not say that the possessing of wealth kept a man from the kingdom. 

Some manuscripts of Mark 10:24 read, “How hard it is for those who trust in riches to enter the 

kingdom of God.” This is certainly the import of our Lord’s teaching. Abraham was a very wealthy 

man, yet he was a man of great faith. It is good to possess wealth if wealth does not possess you.

 We cannot follow the King and live for worldly wealth. We cannot serve God and money. 

The love of money is the root of all kinds of evil (1 Tim. 6:6–10). Jesus Christ demands of all who 

will follow Him that they love Him supremely.
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