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“We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and 
secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the cur-
tain, where our forerunner, Jesus, has entered on our 

behalf. He has become a high priest forever, 
in the order of Melchizedek.”

-Hebrews 6:19-20
 

14 DAYS OF PRAYER
A D E V OT I O N A L G U I D E



Dear Friends,
I often think of a hymn we sang regularly when I was 

growing up, “Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine, Oh, what 

a foretaste of glory divine! Heir of salvation, purchase of 

God, Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood.”

That hymn conveys the blessed hope that we have in 

Christ. As Paul said, we have been “bought with a price.” 

We belong to Christ because He chose us to be His own 

and shed His blood for us. Both the hymn and the words 

of Paul sound so similar to the writer of Hebrews, who as-

sures us that we have an anchor in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

We are His; we have been bought by His blood.

After 118 years of ministry, we have now started a new 

time in the life of First Baptist Church. We are in a new 

location, visible and accessible. We have a beautiful new 

building, state of the art with sound, lighting, and video. 

We have a beautiful new chapel for funerals, weddings, 

and other Godly gatherings.

But let us not forget our sure foundation.

We belong to Christ, and we are anchored to Him. He is 

ours and we are His. It truly is a blessed assurance.



Waylon Bailey, Th.D. 
Senior Pastor

As we move into this new time in the life of FBC Coving-

ton, we must be more anchored, not less. We must be 

more committed to Christ and closer to Him.

Hebrews 6:20 reminds us that we have been brought into 

the presence of God by the blood of Christ.

It is now time to move forward as a church. We must tell 

the story of Jesus to all ages. We must tell of what He 

has done for us and what He wants to do for a lost and 

hurting world. We must lead our community and the Gulf 

Coast with a new vitality and with our blessed 

eternal hope.

As we get spiritually ready for this next chapter, let us 

cling to this “anchor of the soul.” 



DAY 1
“For I am the LORD Your God who takes 
hold of your right hand and says to you, 
Do not fear; I will help you.”
-Isaiah 41:13

DEVOTIONAL BY:
Martha Bailey

“LINT”

Didn’t I just wash these same clothes a few days ago? 

I lamented as I had so many times before. But since no 

amount of complaining was going to change anything, I 

just washed them again knowing they would resurface 

soon. When the washer had completed its cycle, I quickly 

transferred the clothes to the dryer and, as usual, emp-

tied the lint trap before pressing START. Since lint is lint, 

I didn’t see a need to analyze it— life’s too short for ana-

lyzing lint. However, just before tossing the quarter-sized 

fuzzy fluff in the trash, something about it begged for a 

closer look. I’m so glad I did because I couldn’t believe 

what I saw—a tiny light gray feather tucked securely in-

side the lint. “Well, I’ll be,” I pondered. “What are the odds 

of that happening? How could something as weightless 

as a feather possibly survive the washer, much less the 

dryer? Miraculous!”

After staring at the tiny feather, it didn’t take long to con-

sider that maybe life’s not too short for analyzing lint, and 



that maybe God even works through the seemingly insig-

nificant. For sure the last thing I expected to find in the 

lint trap was a feather, but in a matter of seconds I began 

to quote Psalm 91:4: “He [the LORD] will cover you with 

His feathers and under His wings you will find refuge. His 

faithfulness will be your shield and rampart.” It was the 

very verse God had used to anchor and sustain me soon 

after receiving my cancer diagnosis. The image and feel-

ing that verse conjured up in my mind had made me feel 

so protected and secure—two things cancer tends to try 

to strip away.

Knowing the Lord knew I needed a word of encourage-

ment that morning, I felt as if He had divinely preserved 

and strategically placed that tiny gray feather in the lint 

to remind me that He, El Roi, the God Who Sees, had His 

eye on me. Furthermore, I could count on His faithfulness 

to hold me tight and protect me.

What a blessing I would have missed if I had assumed 

that God only works in neon lights. He doesn’t. Perhaps 

we need to slow down today and take a closer look at the 

things we consider worthless or insignificant because the 

Lord just might have a big whopping dose of encourage-

ment waiting for us to discover.



DAY 2
“You are the light of the world. A town 
built on a hill cannot be hidden.”
-Matthew 5:14

DEVOTIONAL BY:
Amelia Kate Thompson

I have had the opportunity to shine God’s light by leading 

worship at church and at school, but it seems the mo-

ments I see God move through me the most, are the 

most unexpected.

As a junior in high school facing bucketloads of work, re-

sponsibility, and stress, I catch myself thinking “There’s no 

way God can work through me right now, I have too much 

going on!” Ironically, sometimes in my most stress-filled, 

overwhelmed moments, I have had the deepest conver-

sations with Christ and felt the Lord move. I have learned 

that in order to let the Lord shine through us, we have to 

be willing to set our problems aside and let Him take over. 

This does not mean completely erase our troubles or our 

stress because that is something God so graciously does 

for us in His time. But this means to take on a 

different mindset.

I challenge you to take on a mindset of taking every op-

portunity to shine in God’s favor. “Be a light,” as my mom 

has told me my entire life.



The passage also says that “A town built on a hill cannot 

be hidden.” The simplest take from this is to let your best 

self shine. Inside of each believer is a voice wanting to 

shout from the mountaintops how much we love God 

and what He does for us. Let that voice shine. Don’t let 

the weight of the world compress God’s voice through 

you because it may be that voice that changes someone’s 

entire life.

Imagine the opportunity we have as Christians to shine 

His light in our community, with our friend, in schools and 

workplaces.

Imagine the light of God you can shine on even one per-

son, one friend, one family member, teacher, associate, or 

student.

Imagine the light of heaven shining though you and 

changing one person’s eternity. Imagine saving someone’s 

future with a hug on the roughest day of their life.

Imagine the light of heaven filling you up and overflowing 

into the world.

Today, your light can brighten a world that desperately 

needs hope. Let it shine!



DAY 3
“Now to Him who is able to do 
immeasurably more than all we ask or 
imagine, according to His power that is 
at work within us, to Him be glory in the 
church and in Christ Jesus throughout 
all generations, forever and ever! Amen.” 
-Ephesians 3:20-21

DEVOTIONAL BY:
Johnathan and Ayana Hills

Ever since our first child was little bitty, we have had a 

naptime/bedtime routine including lots of rocking, speak-

ing Numbers 6:24-26, followed by our remix of a classic 

lullaby. This routine would sometimes occur at the morn-

ing nap, maybe the afternoon nap, and mostly at bedtime. 

Sometimes with one child then the other and sometimes 

in the hallway where they could all hear from their rooms 

because we went from 1 child to 4 of them. Last year we 

started singing the scriptures too and lately one of the 

children has been requesting to echo a mix of verses from 

Deuteronomy. Sometimes on a busy night, we would 

forget the routine altogether and one of them would call 

from their room, “Mama, can you bless me?!” It would be 

around 10:00 p.m. when they should have been sleeping. 

But you know that mama went and blessed that child! 

And all the other ones too!

Throughout our lives, many have prayed for us, encour-

aged us, supported us, and told us about the blessedness 



of knowing the Lord Jesus Christ. What a past 2 years… 

But oh, what a blessed journey it has been of following 

the Lord! As we have committed our lives to serving the 

Lord, He has been faithful to provide for us, so that we 

may succeed in His will. He has strengthened our faith, 

encouraged our hearts, and emboldened our witness. And 

as we have called out to Him and sought His guidance in 

our lives, we have seen Him sustain us in ways we didn’t 

even know to ask. He’s just so good!

So, like that little boy calling out to his mama, we encour-

age you to humble yourself before the Lord and seek Him 

with all your heart and ask Him to bless you. He wants to 

fill your life in ways you don’t even know you need. Then 

you can be a blessing to others.

Surrender your life to the Lord and let His Spirit guide 

you. Put your hope and trust in the One who is able to do 

way more than you could ever imagine. Pray, sing praises, 

and give glory to the Holy One. And worship Him. Be-

cause we know all blessing and honor and power belong 

to Him now and forever!



DAY 4
“Have I not commanded you? Be strong 
and courageous. Do not be afraid; do 
not be discouraged, for the LORD your 
God will be with you wherever you go.”
-Joshua 1:9

DEVOTIONAL BY:
Barry and Renee Strickland

We started speaking this verse into our three children a 

few years ago. It may have started in a family devotion 

time or from a sermon we heard or from a night some-

one was scared of the dark. I don’t even remember how 

it began but nevertheless it became our family verse. It’s 

said on the way out the door for school, in carline, before 

a game or dance performance, during a restless night of 

sleep. But recently, I became very convicted of how often 

I remind them of the importance of being “strong and 

courageous” and how little I remind myself.

In this passage, God is calling Joshua to lead His people 

into the Promised Land. He tells him he will be given 

every place where he sets his foot, as was promised to 

Moses. He is promised that God will never leave him or 

forsake him. God then goes on to remind Joshua to not 

let the Book of the Law depart from his mouth, to med-

itate on it day and night so that he will be careful to do 

everything written in it. This will lead him to be prosper-

ous and successful in his task. Finally, He asks Joshua the 

question, “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and 



courageous. Do not be afraid. Do not be discouraged. For 

the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” None of 

these are suggestions; they are commands. Commands 

from our Heavenly Father who loves with an abundant 

love. Commands that are preceded with promises and 

wisdom. Why do we have such a hard time seeing this? 

God is promising Joshua and the Israelites really big 

things, but they must stay grounded in His word and do 

His commands to get there.

They have to trust and obey and remember His presence.

Life is hard and our life experiences are between us and 

God. Joshua was being asked to lead a bunch of grum-

bling, stubborn, forgetful people across the wilderness! 

I’m pretty sure that was hard! But just like Joshua, we can 

be comforted by the promises of God. We can stay deep 

in His word. We can follow His commands. We can be 

enveloped in His great love. So precious friends, let’s be 

strong and courageous. Let’s not be afraid or discouraged. 

For the Lord our God is with us wherever we may go.



DAY 5
“This is what the LORD says: ‘Let not 
the wise boast of their wisdom or the 
strong boast of their strength or the rich 
boast of their riches, but let the one who 
boasts boast about this: that they have 
the understanding to know me, that I 
am the LORD, who exercises kindness, 
justice and righteousness on earth, for in 
these I delight,’ declares the LORD.”
-Jeremiah 9:23-24

DEVOTIONAL BY:
Brian Quartano

God reveals His heart to us by telling us what brings Him 

delight. Some would say recurring joy or rejoicing. Can 

you imagine God delighting in you and me?

Delight in Mercy. When God shows mercy, He is choosing 

to replace the punishment that we deserve with some-

thing else: Grace. We sometimes wrongly think that God 

wants to punish us, but His word tells us that He delights 

in not punishing us. Imagine God delighting in giving 

us mercy!

Delight in Justice. When we think of justice apart from 

mercy we think of punishment. But when justice is bal-

anced with mercy it restores things to the original order 

that God intended. Just as Solomon through God’s divine 

knowledge was able to return the baby to its rightful 

mother, Jesus through the cross and His resurrection was 



able to return man to God’s original design. He did this so 

that we can be in right relationship with the Father, the 

Son, and the Holy Spirit. Imagine God delighting in that 

kind of justice!

Delight in Righteousness. Righteousness is not achieved 

by doing right things. Our righteousness, right standing or 

right relationship with God, is a gift of the Father given to 

us by the Son and enacted through the power of the Holy 

Spirit. Imagine God delighting in us receiving His gift 

of righteousness!

How wonderful to know that this God that delights in 

mercy, justice, and righteousness is our personal God! He 

is the God we can boast about knowing!



DAY 6
“I am the vine; you are the branches.”
-John 15:5a

DEVOTIONAL BY:
Billy and Christine Wells

This scripture is included in a children’s choir song our 

children are practicing. The song continues: “You will bear 

much fruit, You will bear much fruit, if you remain in me. 

Apart from me you can do nothing. Remain in me.”

My family loves singing songs. We are by no means the 

von Trapp family from the Sound of Music, but someone 

is always singing or humming something. From a TV com-

mercial jingle to a random combination of words, we can 

find a song. This morning while I was preparing to write 

this devotional, my youngest daughter was singing the 

song with the words from John 15:5. I asked what those 

words in the song meant to her. Her response was “I am 

not exactly sure, but Jesus said it, I know it’s important.” 

Then, she smiled and disappeared into the next room to 

play a game. I wanted a better answer than what she gave 

me. However, I had just interrupted her immediate plans 

for fun. We’ll discuss this again tonight at bedtime when 

she wants to hang out with her parents longer before 

going to sleep.



Until then, I needed to listen to all the words in that song 

and open my Bible. When reading John 15:5, Jesus is 

telling us He is the vine, and we are the branches. Know-

ing the difference between a vine and a branch helps 

us understand Jesus’s message. A branch alone is weak 

and cannot support itself. Therefore, the mature vine is 

stable and rooted into the ground, providing nutrients 

and support for the branches to produce fruit. Just as a 

branch cannot produce fruit without the vine, we cannot 

do anything without Jesus. He wants to stay with us and 

endure all things with us. Jesus wants to have a personal 

relationship with us, regardless of our past. He loves us 

so much that He died on the cross to save us from our sin. 

When we welcome Jesus into our hearts, He will endure 

all things with us, and we will bear much fruit.

God’s Word teaches us so much and we learn more as we 

seek Him. Even though my daughter was in a hurry, her 

wisdom shined through, “If Jesus said it, it’s important.” 

When we make Jesus important and remain in Him, as He 

is in us, we can do anything.



DAY 7
“Commit your way to the Lord; trust in 
Him and He will do this.”
-Psalm 37:5

DEVOTIONAL BY:
Nita Heiser

When I gave my life to Christ, I was a broken person. I had 

just lost my daughter and was grieving terribly. I was so 

far from God, but He heard my plea and drew me to Him. 

Psalm 34:18 says, “He is close to the brokenhearted.” He 

gave me hope and a will to go on.

God did not promise us a life free from trouble. We have 

all suffered in one way or another; some more than oth-

ers. We can always depend on Him to bring us through. 

It may not be what you expected, but we don’t make the 

choices. And we have to believe that His choice is always 

the best for us.

How to Live the Rest of Your Life

 1.  Get comfortable with God

  A.  Rest in Him

  B.  Accept His forgiveness

  C.  Spend time with Him

 2.  Give God a chance to get personal with you

 3.  View God as your hero

 4.  Realize that failure is not final



Our time spent with God, studying, praying, and listening 

should always take precedence over anything else we 

could spend our time on. Our willing hearts are all He 

wants from us. He will take hold of your life and lift you 

up to live for Him. It is the only thing you need in this life. 

Amen and Amen.



DAY 8
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart
and lean not on your own understanding; in 
all your ways submit to Him,
and He will make your paths straight. Do 
not be wise in your own eyes; fear the 
LORD and shun evil.
This will bring health to your body and 
nourishment to your bones.
Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the 
firstfruits of all your crops;
then your barns will be filled to overflowing,
and your vats will brim over with new wine.”
-Proverbs 3:5-10

DEVOTIONAL BY:
Marlin Peachey, Sr.

Our actions and the decisions we make have consequenc-

es. Bad decisions and improper actions will cause prob-

lems for us; whereas good decisions and actions led by 

God will bring blessings to us. These verses show us how 

making the right decisions concerning our relationship 

with God will bring about untold blessings. They should 

hold special meaning for us because they show us what 

to do to keep the light of Jesus shining in our lives. If we 

acknowledge Him, He will make our paths straight. We 

cannot count on our own understanding and pride to 

affect a good outcome. We must fear God and rely on 

His leading. He blesses us so that we may be a blessing to 

those around us.

Are your barns full? “Count your blessings, name them 



one by one, count your many blessings see what God hath 

done.”

We believe that God is our Creator and everything we 

have is from His bounty.

So, share the blessings He gives us with those less fortu-

nate so “Your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your 

vats will brim over with new wine.”

Father, keep us in the center of Your will so we may be 

blessed and may be a blessing to those around us.



DAY 9
“For I know the plans I have for you,” de-
clares the LORD, “plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you 
hope and a future.”
-Jeremiah 29:11

DEVOTIONAL BY:
Nancy Robbins

God sent Jeremiah, the prophet, a message he could be 

sure of. He promised that all that has been lost will be 

restored.

When riding a trail horse in my 30’s, I was thrown off 

onto a mountain and I sustained fractures all the way up 

my back. For years I suffered with sciatic nerve pain and 

finally had two fusions in my lower back that took a year 

to completely heal. In all of life’s circumstances, God has 

equipped me with courage to keep on going and remind-

ed me of all the blessings He has given me.

Now I need four fusions in my neck and four months of 

recovery. At first, I was discouraged but I remembered 

His Word and was grateful that He made a way to have 

my body repaired and out of pain once again.

God has been faithful in His promise to restore me and 

give me hope and a future. What that future is I do not 

know. But whatever He has in store I know will be good 

and will be a blessing to me and to others.



God knows how to communicate His love and promises to 

us. All He asks is a listening and hearing heart.

Heavenly Father, I thank You and praise You for filling me 

with the hope and faith that You will fulfill all 

Your promises.

Thank you for filling me with the peace of your 

Holy Spirit.



DAY 10
“Hear my cry, O God; listen to my 
prayer. From the ends of the earth I call 
to You, I call as my heart grows faint; 
lead me to the rock that is higher than 
I. For You have been my refuge, a strong 
tower against the foe. I long to dwell in 
Your tent forever and take refuge in the 
shelter of Your wings.”
-Psalm 61:1-4

DEVOTIONAL BY:
Michael Sprague

Are you losing strength … feeling beat-up 

and overwhelmed?

I can remember a time like that in my life. I was able to go 

for a walk in a redwood forest. Some of these redwoods 

were 2,500 years old, meaning they were around when 

Jesus walked the earth. Redwoods can grow to 360 feet 

tall, and some are 16-18 feet in diameter. In this outdoor 

church, there is a vibrancy of flora, sunrays, fog rising, 

birds whistling, and squirrels playing, yet a stillness that 

compels attention to the voice of God.

“What would God say to me?” I wondered. I reveled in the 

tenacity of a tree that could survive twenty-five centu-

ries. I admired the thick bark that created an almost fire-

proof shell. My initial reaction was that it seemed nothing 

could hurt a redwood. How wrong I was! The end of my 

journey concluded with a downed redwood; its inner 



rings exposed. Some rings showed years of great growth. 

Others revealed years of drought and insect infestations. 

There was a spot that disclosed an almost devastating 

forest fire and another spot that declared a lightning 

strike. Light rings revealed good times which were the 

growth years. Dark rings were tough times which 

produced strength.

Scrutinizing the rings shows the reality of the ups and 

downs of life. If we could look inside at the rings of our 

lives, much would be revealed. Our stories may include 

dark rings of tragedy, hardship, suffering, loss, grief, sad-

ness, and doubt. The rings may likewise show rings of 

growth, prosperity, gladness, and fruitfulness. It is inter-

esting how often suffering is the instrument God uses to 

prompt a growth spurt. God is at work growing us up. It is 

hard to speed up the process if our goal is His goal.

If you want to take a shortcut, just remember that He can 

grow a squash in a few short months, but it takes a long 

time to grow a redwood.

Oh God, You are the anchor of my soul. You started a 

good work in me and promise to bring that work to com-

pletion. I surrender to Your work today. 

Have Your way in me. Amen.



DAY 11
“In the same way, faith by itself, if it is 
not accompanied by action, is dead.”
-James 2:17

DEVOTIONAL BY:
Heath Allen

Make no mistake. During His earthly ministry, Jesus was a 

doer, an all-God, all-man of action.

He helped and healed, fed and freed, calmed and 

cleansed, called to and cast out, caught, taught, walked, 

and wept. He died and rose and changed the world forev-

er. One life, one soul at a time.

By His Grace we are saved. By and through that gift, we 

are called to be like Him. What does that mean? What 

does that look like and feel like to us, and to those who 

watch our journey of sanctification unfold?

We witness. I love the words of Francis of Assisi, “Preach 

the Gospel at all times, and when necessary, use words.”

What we DO, how we DO it and why we DO it, is our 

witness, the visible expression of Christ in us. The Power 

of the Holy Spirit fuels our walk, directs our steps, and 

brings our hearts and hands to action. Opportunities to 

reach, touch, and share present themselves every day. All 

we have to do is act.



Some years back, my older sister Sharon was diagnosed 

with breast cancer. A believer and a doer, she did not let 

chemo, radiation, or surgery slow her down. She beat can-

cer. But a few years later, it returned in her liver. Terminal.

One afternoon, I tried to call her and was told she was at 

the hospital. Fearing the worst, I jumped into my car and 

went to see her. When I asked at the reception desk for 

her room, I found she had not been admitted, but they 

knew her at the hospital and pointed me in her direction.

When I did find her, she was rocking babies in the mater-

nity ward. She didn’t tell anyone, but three days a week, 

she rocked babies. I didn’t say anything. I just stood there 

and watched the love of Jesus radiate from her. That 

moment was a game changer for me. I could feel His pres-

ence and see Christ in her. So many others saw Him, too.

She was only 62 when Jesus took her home.

My father always said, “You can’t change the world, but 

you CAN change the world around you!” With Christ, we 

can.

 

We are not saved because of our good works. 

We do good works because we are saved.



DAY 12
“For we live by faith, not by sight.”
-2 Corinthians 5:7

DEVOTIONAL BY:
Margie St. Pierre

These eight words bring much comfort and support. Eight 

simple words. They bring us peace and hope. But if we 

forget to nurture our faith these eight simple words may 

appear empty.

I suspect there are a few of us who uttered those eight 

simple words and at times have not felt peace and hope. 

When we experience challenges, hurt, worries, shame, 

disappointments, and disillusionments, we sometimes 

wonder “Where is my faith?”

Faith is dynamic; it is constantly growing and constantly 

moving. Sometimes, in the present, we must be reminded 

of our ultimate destination: heaven. In the midst of disas-

ter, we have trouble envisioning that beautiful destina-

tion. Nurtured faith brings us calm, peace and hope.

Decades ago, divorce, debt, single-parenting, a demand-

ing job–all hit me at once. I raised those kids; I paid those 

bills; I performed my job as best I could. But I was worn 

out and felt alone and hopeless. I had not been growing 

my faith.



Faith, like a garden, needs nurturing. My faith garden was 

withering. So, I began to feed my garden. Faith gardens 

need listening–quiet moments to hear God’s voice. They 

need prayer–heartfelt talking to God and Jesus. They 

need open eyes–to see Jesus and God’s creations all 

around us. Add on, reading the Bible studying it to grasp 

the love of God and Jesus. Other devotionals can help 

open our eyes wider. And we need to add strong Chris-

tian friendships–join a Connect group–for support and 

affirmation of Jesus’ constant love. Our faith garden will 

bloom with hope.

One last thought about these eight simple words and our 

faith garden: while gardens are seasonal, our faith jour-

ney continues on and only ends when God says so. Here 

in the present, with God’s grace, mercy, and strength and 

with Jesus as our guide, we have the opportunity of grow-

ing a garden filled with peace, love, support, and hope.



DAY 13
“You are my refuge and my shield; I have 
put my hope in Your word.”
-Psalm 119:114

DEVOTIONAL BY:
Kim Martin

“ROAD TRIP”

One weekend back in 1998, I attended a Women of Faith 

Conference with a group of friends and family. It was the 

first time I had left my children with my husband. We had 

three cars of eight women and were headed to Houston. 

We were all moms of different ages looking forward to 

lots of laughs, good food, and some healthy camaraderie.

Since it was my first time away, I was a little apprehen-

sive about the whole trip. I had never been to any type of 

conference, much less one on the topic of faith. Honestly, 

I was going just to make my sisters-in-law happy!

Friday night was our first session. The very last speaker 

was Kay Arthur and, little did I know, God was about to 

ROCK my world!! Kay left us with a question to think 

about, “Ladies, do you want a religion or a relationship 

with Jesus?” I had NO idea what she was talking about. 

Honestly, up to that point in my life, I had never heard 

those two words in a sentence at one time.



I thought about that all night and couldn’t wait to hear 

more. All the speakers were very real and humorous, and 

I was certainly tuned in. Every one of them was speaking 

on how God changed their lives. Kay’s turn was coming 

up. I sat attentively while she spoke, absorbing everything 

said. She explained the relationship part by saying, “La-

dies, Jesus wants to be your friend who walks with you 

along your day listening and guiding you through. He is 

our HOPE for the future. He died for us all and His blood 

cleansed our sins so we can live with Him in eternity.” Kay 

kept speaking about relationship, hope, a firm foundation. 

There were many things spoken that day that I didn’t un-

derstand. One thing I do know is that I left there changed! 

I wanted to walk with Jesus, I wanted to know Him per-

sonally, and for Him to be my Guide, my Hope, and my 

Friend. Today He is my foundation, the One I turn to in 

times of confusion. He is my refuge, my anchor for life.

Father, I praise You for Your love for me and thank You for 

Your presence in my life. Amen.



DAY 14
“Because of the LORD’S great love we 
are not consumed, for His compassions 
never fail. They are new every morning; 
great is Your faithfulness. I say to myself, 
‘The LORD is my portion; therefore I will 
wait for Him.”
-Lamentations 3:22-25

DEVOTIONAL BY:
Janet Hines

The author of Lamentations writes five chapters of woe 

and lament. He speaks of horrors we cannot relate to. 

Horrific visions are woven through gross R rated, descrip-

tive phrases depicting scenes from a movie we would 

never watch. His words haunt my soul and hurt my heart.

Yet, if we continue to read through the debris of the sinful 

nation of Judah, right in the middle of the book in chap-

ter three, we find a gem. How in the world can there be 

anything good found here? God’s mercies are new every 

morning and they never end. And then, the most beautiful 

words of all, “Therefore, I will hope in Him” appear on 

the page.

There has been a lot of woe and lamenting in our world 

these past few years. There are horrors and atrocities 

happening around us daily. This world seems very dark. 

Yet, if the author of Lamentations could find hope and 

God’s love in the midst of his circumstances, we too can 

be assured it is possible for us to find hope.



Often, we wait on God to do something. We plead to Him 

for change. We focus on the future and even boldly make 

suggestions to Him. Yet, recent circumstances in my life 

have revealed the uncertainty of the future. I don’t count 

my days, yet I get to choose how I live them. I can suc-

cumb to the fear of the unknown or I can turn my focus 

and seek hope.

God spoke through Ezekiel to Israel in Ezekiel 36:26, “And 

I will give you a new heart and a new spirit I will put with-

in you.”

What if I chose to wait with the Lord instead of waiting 

on Him? Isaiah 41:10, “Fear not, for I am with you; be not 

dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will 

help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.”

Life is hard these days. We share a bond with each other 

intertwined with grief and sadness. Fear encroaches our 

personal borders and we are bombarded with untruth. 

Remember, God’s mercies are new every morning and His 

truth is always true. May we hope in Him.



Notes:
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“We have this hope as an anchor for the 
soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner 
sanctuary behind the curtain, where our 

forerunner, Jesus, has entered on our behalf. 
He has become a high priest forever, 

in the order of Melchizedek.” 

-Hebrews 6:19-20
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